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2500  demonstrate 

Outrage  Grows  against  Gay  Foster  Policy 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 
BOSTON  —  Over  2500  angry 
lesbians  and  gay  men  participated 
ir  a  hastily  organized  march  and 
r;  lly  protesting  a  new  governmen- 
U 1  policy  which  virtually  prohibits 
gay  people  from  becoming  foster 
parents.  The  May  29  event  was 
organized  by  the  newly  formed 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Com¬ 
mittee  which  has  also  announced 


two  upcoming  community 
meetings:  Monday  June  3  at  Har¬ 
vard  Divinity  School,  Cambridge, 
and  Wednesday  June  5  at  the 
Jackson-Mann  School,  Allston. 
Both  meetings  will  begin  at  7:30 
p.m.  to  plan  further  responses  to 
what  many  believe  is  the  most 
significant  political  event  since 
Anita  Bryant  brought  her  crusade 
to  this  city  almost  seven  years  ago. 

The  events,  which  have  helped 
reunite  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  here,  began  when  the 
Boston  Globe  published  an  article 
about  two  gay  men,  Donald 
Babets  and  David  Jean,  who  were 
caring  for  two  foster  children. 
Amid  a  storm  of  publicity,  the 
children  were  summarily  removed 
from  the  home  as  a  public  outcry 
arose  over  the  appropriateness  of 
gay  people  acting  as  foster 
parents.  As  a  result,  Secretary  of 
Human  Services  Philip  Johnston 
—  on  orders  from  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis  —  undertook  to 
review  the  Department  of  Social 
Services  policy  for  foster  care 
placement. 

Announcing  the  results  of  his 
policy  review  at  a  press  conference 
on  May  24,  Johnston  said, 
“[TJhis  administration  believes 
that  foster  children  are  served  best 
when  placed  in  traditional  family 
settings  —  that  is,  with  relatives  or 
in  families  with  married  couples, 
preferably  with  parenting  ex¬ 
perience  and  with  time  available 
to  care  for  foster  children.” 

“In  exceptional  circumstances 
it  may  be  necessary  to  place  a 
child  in  a  non-traditional  home  — 
that  is,  with  an  unmarried  couple 
or  with  a  single  person.  Any  such 
placement  will  henceforth  require 
the  prior  approval  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioner.” 

DSS  Commissioner  Marie 
Matava  has  stated  publicly  that 
the  new  policy  makes  gay  foster 
parenthood  “highly  unlikely.” 

Following  the  announcement,  a 
press  conference  organized  by  the 
newly  formed  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee  was  held  on 
the  steps  of  the  Statehouse  on 
May  27,  Memorial  Day. 

In  addition,  over  75  community 
members  gathered  on  the  steps  of 
the  Statehouse  on  a  rainy  day, 
May  28,  to  lobby  their  state 
senators.  The  Senate  is  consider¬ 


ing  a  non-binding  resolution, 
similar  to  the  budget  rider  passed 
overwhelmingly  in  the  state  House 
of  Representatives.  The  resolution 
would  express  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  that  gay  people  should  not 
be  eligible  as  foster  parents. 

The  Senate  debated  the  resolu¬ 
tion  on  May  28  before  a  gallery 
packed  with  lesbians  and  gay  men, 


and  it  is  expected  to  come  to  a 
vote  soon.  The  Senate,  which  is 
more  conservative  than  the 
House,  is  expected  to  pass  the 
resolution. 

On  May  29,  the  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Human  Services  and  Elder¬ 
ly  Affairs  held  a  public  hearing 
which  featured  a  three-hour  grill¬ 
ing  of  DSS  commissioner  Marie 
Matava.  Questions  probed  details 
of  the  Babets/Jean  case,  current 
policy  as  announced  by  Johnston 
and  the  rationale  for  the  change  in 
policy.  The  legislators  also  sought 
to  determine  the  extent  of  avail¬ 
able  foster  homes. 

The  rally  of  May  29  featured 
speakers,  musicians  and  a  march 
from  city  hall  plaza  to  the  nearby 
Statehouse.  The  theme  was, 
“Don’t  let  the  state  define  our 
families.”  The  following  are  ac¬ 
counts  of  some  of  those  events. 

Actions  in  the  House  and  Senate 

The  state  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  attached  a  rider  to  the  DSS 
central  office  budget  on  May  23 
which  would  prohibit  DSS  from 
placing  children  in  gay  foster 
homes. 

An  attempt  to  derail  the  amend¬ 
ment  was  made  by  Representative 
Joseph  DeNucci  (D-Newton)  who 
at  first  attempted  to  refer  the  mat¬ 
ter  back  to  DSS.  When  that  fail¬ 
ed,  DeNucci  and  the  author  of  the 
amendment,  Royall  Switzler 
(R-Wellesley),  reached  a  com¬ 
promise  which  specifically  ex¬ 
empts  any  instances  which  involve 
biological  children.  The  amend¬ 
ment  passed  by  an  overwhelming 
1 12-28  vote. 

Those  who  were  present  during 
the  debate  on  the  amendment  said 
the  atmosphere  was  highly  charg¬ 
ed.  Peg  Lorenz,  the  lobbyist  for 
the  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  told  the  press  that  suppor¬ 
tive  legislators  were  unprepared 
for  Switzler’s  action. 

In  order  for  the  amendment  to 
become  law,  it  would  have  to  be 
approved  by  both  houses.  Thus 
far,  the  Senate  has  made  no  at¬ 
tempt  to  introduce  a  binding 
measure  of  its  own.  However, 
because  the  House  amendment 
appears  in  the  budget,  an  agree¬ 
ment  on  its  fate  will  have  to  be 
reached  by  a  joint  conference 
committee.  As  of  yet,  the  Senate 


has  not  taken  up  budget  delibera¬ 
tions  but  is  expected  to  do  so 
soon,  as  budget  work  should  be 
completed  by  the  beginning  of  the 
new  fiscal  year  which  starts  July  1 . 

Should  both  houses  pass  the 
amendment,  it  would  be  in  effect 
as  law  for  the  life  of  the  budget, 
one  year,  although  it  could  con¬ 
ceivably  be  renewed  each  year. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders  (GLAD)  is  consid¬ 
ering  a  challenge  to  the  amend¬ 
ment,  should  it  become  law.  A 
GLAD  press  release  of  May  24 
states,  “The  amendment  to  the 
Human  Services  Budget  passed  by 
the  Massachusetts  House  of 
Representatives  on  May  23,  1985, 
seeking  to  bar  foster  care 
placements,  adoptions,  and 
awards  of  guardianship  to  lesbians 
and  gay  men  violates  the  Equal 
Protection  and  Due  Process 
clauses  of  the  United  States  and 
Massachusetts  Constitutions  as 
well  as  the  Best  Interest  of  the 
Child  standard  required  under 
Massachusetts  law  for  decisions 
concerning  child  custody.” 

GLAD  attorneys  are  meeting  on 
May  30  to  consider  responses. 

Jim  Dorsey,  a  spokesperson  for 
Dukakis,  told  GCN  that  the 
governor’s  legal  advisors  “felt 
there  are  statutory  problems  with 
it  [and  it  is]  contrary  to  certain 
case  law.”  He  said  the  legal 
research  will  continue  but  he 
could  not  say  what  Dukakis  will 
do  if  it  does  reach  his  desk.  “We 
can’t  thumb  our  noses  at  what  the 
House  has  done,  either,”  he  said. 

Announcement  of  DSS  Policy 

Following  two  weeks  of 
meetings  with  gay  and  lesbian 
community  groups,  child  welfare 
organizations  and  individual 
workers,  and  after  exploring  exist¬ 
ing  policies  in  other  states, 
Johnston  announced  his  policy  on 
May  24. 

When  Johnston  announced  the 
new  policy,  many  community 
members  were  caught  off  guard. 
Rosemary  Dunn-Dalton,  the 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  An 
estimated  10,000  people  gathered 
here  on  March  27  to  com¬ 
memorate  those  who  have  died 
from  AIDS  as  part  of  the  National 
AIDS  Vigil.  The  Memorial  Day 
action,  organized  by  Mobilization 
Against  AIDS  in  conjunction  with 
local  groups,  drew  people  in  20 
cities  across  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  England,  including 
300  people  in  Boston. 

The  San  Francisco-based 
Mobilization  Against  AIDS  is  a 
six-month-old  national  non¬ 
partisan  membership  organization 
dedicated  to  “securing  an  ade¬ 
quate  response  to  the  AIDS 
crisis,”  according  to  Paul 
Boneberg,  Mobilization  Coor¬ 
dinator.  Boneberg  said,  “Our 
position  is  that  the  government’s 
lack  of  response  to  the  AIDS  crisis 
amounts  to  criminal  negligence.” 
In  an  effort  to  combat  this 
negligence,  Mobilization  will  be 
organizing  other  actions  similar  to 
the  vigils,  as  well  as  more  direct 
confrontational  actions. 

Organization  for  the  vigil  was 
coordinated  by  the  People  with 


chairperson  of  the  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
(BLGPA),  told  GCN  that 
Johnston  had  led  her  to  believe  his 
position  was  quite  different  only 
two  days  before  his  announce¬ 
ment.  Vin  McCarthy,  a  gay  attor¬ 
ney  and  candidate  for  U.S.  Con¬ 
gress,  agreed,  telling  GCN,  “I 
think  the  policy  was  tolerable 
Thursday  night.  It  changed  a  lot 
[that]  night  because  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  —  he’s  calling  the  shots.” 

When  asked  by  GCN  what  clini¬ 
cal  and  research  data  Johnston  us¬ 
ed  in  the  development  of  policy, 
his  spokesperson,  Mary  Breslauer, 
told  GCN  that  he  relief  on  input 
from  clinicians  who  agree  that  a 
“traditional”  family  is  the  most 
suitable  placement.  She  also  said  a 


majority  of  specialists  to  whom 
Johnston  spoke  acknowledged 
there  is  no  evidence  that  this  is 
true. 

Because  the  meetings  were 
confidential  and  off  the  record, 
Breslauer  said  she  was  unable  to 
reveal  the  names  of  individuals  to 
whom  Johnston  spoke.  However, 
she  said  they  represented  such 
organizations  as  the  American 
Public  Welfare  Association,  the 
Child  Welfare  League  of 


AIDS  Caucus  of  Mobilization 
which  wanted  a  primarily 
memorial,  non-political  service. 

In  San  Francisco,  approximate¬ 
ly  10,000  people  marched  with 
candles  from  the  Castro  down 
Market  Street  to  City  Hall.  A 
memorial  service  drawing  5,000 
people  was  then  held  at  the  United 
Nations  Plaza.  Boneberg  said  the 
people  could  be  seen  down  the 
length  of  Market  Street  from  City 
Hall  to  the  Castro.  As  part  of  the 
memorial  service  afterwards 
clergy  read  out  the  names  of  those 
who  had  died  from  AIDS  and  the 
crowd  responded  by  shouting, 
“We  remember.” 

Congregation  Tikvah  Chadish 
opened  a  24-hour  vigil  in  Seattle’s 
predominantly  gay  Capitol  Hill 
.district.  The  vigil,  sponsored  by 
Seattle’s  AIDS  Action  Commit¬ 
tee,  was  held  from  noon  on  the 
26th  to  noon  on  the  27th,  and 
eventually  drew  600-700  people. 
The  vigil  culminated  on  the  27th 
with  a  45-minute  program  in¬ 
cluding  an  open  mike. 

The  Citizens  for  Human 
Equality  (CHE)  and  the  KS/A1DS 


America,  the  Massachusetts  Psy¬ 
chological  association, 

Massachusetts  Psychiatry  Society, 
as  well  as  individual  caseworkers 
from  DSS,  Department  of  Youth 
Services,  the  Department  of  Men¬ 
tal  Health  and  the  Office  for 
Children. 

Breslauer  added  that  Johnston 
did  not  specifically  prohibit  gay 
foster  parenting. 

At  a  May  27  press  conference 
organized  by  the  Defense 
Committee,  several  community 
members  criticized  the  policy  and 
the  process  by  which  it  was 
developed. 

Cathy  Hoffman,  a  spokesper¬ 
son  for  the  Defense  Committee, 
told  the  assembled  reporters,  “We 
challenge  Johnston  to  show  us 


research  that  says  we  can’t  be 
good  parents.” 

And  Cindy  Rizzo,  a  GLAD 
cooperating  attorney,  said,  “We 
have  gotten  myths  from  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  Johnston.”  Rizzo  told 
reporters  she  gave  Johnston 
“three  inches  of  clinical  studies” 
which  indicate  there  is  no  dif¬ 
ference  between  children  raised  in 
gay  and  heterosexual  homes. 
Referring  to  the  fact  that 
continued  on  page  7 

Vigil 

Foundation  sponsored  the 
Houston,  Texas  memorial  vigil. 
Approximately  350  people 
gathered  on  the  steps  of  Houston 
City  Hall  and  heard  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  sponsors  and  the 
clergy  speak.  Finally,  as  in  San 
Francisco,  the  names  of  130  of  the 
dead  were  recited  as  candles  were 
lit. 

The  vigil  in  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
involved  between  35  and  50  people 
and  was  locally  sponsored  by  the 
Mississippi  Gay  Alliance  and  the 
local  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  (MCC).  The  service,  held 
in  a  local  park,  was  accompanied 
by  people  marching  around  the 
park’s  perimeter,  holding  signs 
with  the  names  of  people  who  had 
died  from  AIDS. 

Over  1 ,000  people  gathered  for 
a  memorial  service  at  Chicago’s 
Good  Shepherd  Parish  of  the  MCC, 
and  700  of  these  went  on  to  march 
through  the  adjacent  New  Town 
area. 

A  crowd  of  between  200-300 
eventually  swelled  to  over  1200  in 
New  York  City’s  Greenwich 
continued  on  page  6 


Protesters  march  from  Boston  City  Hall  Plaza  to  State  House. 


10,000  Join  AIDS 


Demonstrators  at  May  29  rally,  Boston  City  Hall  Plaza. 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“Those  who  yell  discrimination  apparently  have 
a  double  standard  when  it  comes  to  Anita  Bryant.” 

—  Anita  Bryant,  responding  to  losing  her  job  as  a 
celebrity  reporter  for  an  Atlanta  TV  station  after  just 
one  appearance.  Station  officials  at  WAGA  said 
Bryant,  who  headed  a  national  anti-gay  and  lesbian 
campaign  in  the  70s,  was  let  go  because  of  a  huge 
outpouring  of  negative  reaction. 


new  world  women 

NEW  YORK  —  “A  Movement  of  New  World 
Women,”  a  series  of  events  by  and  about  Women  of 
Color  will  be  presented  by  the  Women  of  Color 
Caucus  of  New  York  Women  Against  Rape  June  7-9 
and  June  14-15. 

Workshops  will  examine  how  various  forms  of 
violence  affect  particular  ethnic/cultural  groups,  in¬ 
cluding:  Afro-American/Caribbean,  Asian/Pacific,  in- 
digenous/Native  American,  Latin  American  and 
United  States  Latina  Women. 

A  keynote  event  is  planned  for  Friday,  June  7, 
from  6-9:30  p.m.  at  the  Harlem  State  Office  Building, 
P.S.  125,  40  Division  Street.  Safiya  Bandele,  Sandra 
Camacho,  Cindy  Chin,  Eileen  Hudon,  and  Cherrie 
Moraga  will  speak  as  representatives  of  the  various 
ethnic/cultural  groups. 

On  the  evening  of  June  15,  a  gala  cultural  event 
and  cultural  fair  will  occur,  including  performances 
by  Narratives  Performing  Co.,  Sapphire,  Jessica 
Hagedorn,  Tahavika  with  Chea  Villanueva,  Susan 
Yung,  Cherrie  Moraga,  Sandra  Maria-Esteves,  Afro- 
Caribbean  music,  and  Native  American  performers. 

Tickets  will  be  $7.00  and  can  be  purchased  at  the 
door.  The  cultural  event  and  fair  are  open  to  the 
public. 

For  more  information  about  the  series  and 
cultural  event  contact  NYWAR,  477-0819. 


lesbian  moms 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Wages  Due  Lesbians  of 
San  Francisco  held  their  third  annual  Lesbian 
Mother’s  Day  in  the  Park  on  May  12.  A  multi-racial 
crowd  of  over  150  women  and  their  children  gathered 
in  Golden  Gate  Park  to  celebrate,  and  to  discuss 
issues  including:  surviving  on  low  incomes,  fighting 
ex-spouses  and  family  members  over  custody  of  their 
children,  childcare,  co-parenting,  and  childbirth  op¬ 
tions. 


free  at  last 

BOSTON  —  All  charges  have  been  dismissed 
against  the  569  protestors  arrested  here  on  May  7  for 
occupying  the  John  F.  Kennedy  (JFK)  Federal 
Building.  The  arrested,  members  of  the  local  branch 
of  the  national  Pledge  of  Resistance,  were  protesting 
the  United  States  trade  embargo  of  Nicaragua  which 
went  into  effect  that  day  (see  GCN  vol.  12,  no.  43). 

On  May  30,  Magistrates  Robert  B.  Collings  and 
Lawrence  P.  Cohen  granted  United  States  Attorney 
William  P.  Weld  leave  to  dismiss  charges  against  the 
JFK  569.  The  reasons  for  dropping  the  charges  as 
given  in  the  dismissal  are:  "[T]he  United  States  notes 
that  its  interest  in  enforcing  the  appropriate  building 
regulations  and  insuring  free  and  unimpeded  access 
to  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Federal  Building  has  been 
vindicated.  Weighing  this  against  the  burden  any  fur¬ 
ther  prosecution  would  impose  on  the  resources  of 
the  Court  and  the  government,  the  United  States 
believes  that  dismissal  is  in  the  interests  of  justice.” 
Richard  Stearns,  Chief  of  the  Criminal  Division  of  the 
U.S.  Attorney’s  Office,  told  GCN  that  the 
government’s  action  represents  the  resolution  of  this 
particular  incident  and  not  a  general  policy  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  future  actions. 

In  a  related  action,  the  National  Signal  Group  of 
the  Pledge  of  Resistance  announced  in  a  May  24 
memo  that  should  Congress  pass  aid  to  the 
Nicaraguan  contras  on  June  5,  the  signatories  of  the 
Pledge  will  be  called  to  action  on  June  12.  According 
to  the  memo,  this  would  entail  “both  nationally- 
coordinated  legal  protest  and  non-violent  civil 
disobedience  at  Congressional  field  offices.” 


monument  to  lesbians/gay  men  killed 
in  concentration  camps 

HAMBURG,  West  Germany  —  The  first  monu¬ 
ment  dedicated  solely  to  the  gay  men  and  lesbians 
killed  in  Nazi  concentration  camps  was  unveiled  here 
May  12,  according  to  a  United  Press  International 
report  in  the  Washington  Blade.  Made  of  pink  granite, 
the  monument  was  placed  at  the  site  of  the 
Neuengamme  concentration  camp  by  a  group  called 
the  Independent  Alternative  Homosexuals.  It  bears 
the  inscription,  “Dedicated  to  the  Homosexual  Vic¬ 
tims  of  National  Socialism.  1985.”  Approximately  150 
people  attended  the  dedication  ceremony. 

It  is  believed  that  between  250,000  and  500,000 
gay  men  and  lesbians  died  in  Nazi  concentration 
camps. 


experimental  aids  drug  approved 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  has  approved  distribution  of  the  ex¬ 
perimental  drug  Isoprinosine  to  people  with  AIDS 
whose  doctors  request  it,  according  to  the  New  York 
Times.  The  company  given  permission  to  distribute 
the  drug  has  not  yet  agreed  to  the  plan,  however. 

In  an  internal  advisory,  the  FDA  said  it  agreed  to 
let  Newport  Pharmaceuticals  of  California  sell  the 
drug  at  cost  under  a  "compassionate-use  protocol.” 

However,  Newport  manager  of  regulatory  affairs 
Cynthia  Renger  said,  “We  haven’t  finished  our 
negotiations  (with  the  FDA)”  and  added  that  the  com¬ 
pany  doubted  it  could  handle  broad  distribution  of  the 
drug. 

The  FDA  issued  the  advisory  after  news  reports 
that  people  with  AIDS  were  buying  the  drug  from  U.S. 
black  market  dealers  or  in  Mexico  where  it  is  sold 
legally  by  a  Newport  licensee,  Laboratories  Sanfer 
Co. 

Scientists  believe  Isoprinosine,  one  of  about  a 
half-dozen  drugs  beginning  clinical  trials,  may  be  use¬ 
ful  in  stimulating  the  immune  system. 

The  c^ug  is  legally  available  in  70  countries. 


parsons  and  buck 

COLUMBIA,  SC  —  Two  women  have  been 
sentenced  to  three  years  in  prison  for  perjury  for 
testimony  that  they  were  not  lesbians  in  a  libel  suit 
against  Sports  Illustrated  magazine,  according  to 
Just  Out.  However,  a  U.S.  District  Court  judge 
suspended  all  but  four  months  of  their  sentences. 

Pam  Parsons,  a  former  women’s  basketball 
coach  at  the  University  of  South  Carolina,  sued 
Sports  Illustrated  for  $75  million  after  the  magazine 
alleged  Parsons  had  resigned  following  the 
discovery  that  she  and  Tina  Buck  were  having  an  af¬ 
fair.  Buck  was  a  U.S.C.  basketball  player. 

Parsons  and  Buck  testified  they  were  not  lovers 
or  lesbians,  but  attorneys  for  the  magazine  intro¬ 
duced  testimony  from  a  disc  jockey  at  a  Salt  Lake  City 
lesbian  bar  who  said  she  saw  the  women  kissing  and 
dancing  in  the  bar  several  times  in  the  summer  of 
1983. 

A  jury  found  the  magazine  not  guilty  of  libel  in 
May  1984  and  a  perjury  investigation  was  ordered  by 
U.S.  District  Court  Judge  Clyde  Hamilton.  Parsons 
and  Buck  pleaded  guilty  to  perjury  charges  in 
November. 


News  Notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  Poggi 


Mother  with  AIDS  Prompts  School  Policy 


By  Michael  Schwartz 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Spurred 
by  the  possibility  of  a  public  panic 
over  the  AIDS-related  death  of  a 
mother  of  a  school  child,  Cam¬ 
bridge  school  and  health  officials 
recently  adopted  guidelines  con¬ 
cerning  children  with  AIDS.  The 
officials  also  took  measures 
toward  educating  parents  and 
school  staff  about  AIDS.  The 
guidelines  and  the  public  educa¬ 
tion  have  been  credited  with 
preventing  panic,  but  have  also 
drawn  some  criticism. 

The  guidelines,  based  on 
guidelines  already  adopted  in 
Florida  and  Connecticut  and  be¬ 
ing  considered  in  Boston,  permit 
children  with  AIDS,  AIDS- 
Related  Complex  (ARC),  or 
HTLV-III-positive  tests  to  remain 
in  school,  except  in  extreme  cir¬ 
cumstances.  They  also  call  for 
education  of  school  staff  and 
parents. 

Criticism  centers  on  a  letter, 
sent  by  Cambridge  School 
Superintendent  Robert  Peterkin 
to  all  parents  of  school  children, 
which  reassures  the  public  but  also 
spreads  what  gay  and  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivists  see  as  misinformation  about 
AIDS.  Critics  also  point  to  severe 
shortcomings  in  the  guidelines’ 
plans  for  public  education. 

The  process  began  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  May  1,  according  to  Albert 
Giroux,  public  information  of¬ 
ficer  for  the  Cambridge  school 
system,  when  a  parent  told  a 
teacher  about  a  rumor  that  some¬ 
one  in  the  school  had  died  of 
AIDS.  School  officials  contacted 
the  Cambridge  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  corrected  the  rumor, 
saying  that  the  mother  of  a  Cam¬ 
bridge  school  child  had  died  of  an 
AIDS-related  disease.  Three  other 
children,  all  attending  different 
schools,  also  lived  in  the  same 
household.  Further  details,  in¬ 
cluding  the  mother’s  name,  the 


names  of  the  four  children,  and 
the  schools  they  attended,  have 
not  been  made  public. 

On  Friday,  May  3,  school  of¬ 
ficials  met  with  Commissioner  of 
Health  Dr.  Melvin  Chalfen,  Dr. 
David  Link,  chief  of  pediatrics  at 
Cambridge  City  Hospital,  and  Dr. 
Bridget  Hanson,  a  pediatrician 
who  is  also  the  responsible  physi¬ 
cian  for  school  health  delivery  in 
the  Cambridge  school  system.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Giroux,  Lind  stressed 
that  AIDS  is  not  transmitted  by 
casual  contact  and  that  the 
presence  of  children  with  AIDS 
would  not  be  a  threat  to  others. 

At  the  meeting,  Hanson  also 
pointed  out  that  Florida  and  Con¬ 
necticut,  the  only  states  having 
guidelines,  did  not  exclude 
students  with  AIDS  from  the 
classroom.  When  complaints 
from  other  parents  caused 
students  with  AIDS  to  be  remov¬ 
ed,  the  courts  ordered  the  students 
returned  to  the  classroom. 

On  Friday  afternoon,  the  staff 
at  the  school  where  the  rumor 
began  requested  a  meeting,  where 
Link  spoke  at  length  about  the 
medical  facts.  The  school  nurse 
helped  allay  fears  by  mentioning 
the  story,  which  had  appeared  in 
the  Globe,  about  a  male  nurse 
with  AIDS  who  was  permitted  to 
continue  work  at  Boston’s  Beth 
Israel  Hospital. 

Superintendent  Peterkin  and 
Link  held  a  press  conference  late 
Friday  afternoon  carried  live  by 
two  local  television  stations.  They 
announced  the  death  of  the 
mother  but  said  that  there  was  no 
medical  danger  to  other  school 
children. 

All  staff  members  in  Cambridge 
schools  received  a  letter  from 
Superintendent  Peterkin,  a  letter 
from  Health  Commissioner 
Chalfen,  and  the  eight  proposed 
guidelines  concerning  children 


with  AIDS. 

When  asked  about  the  guideline 
specifying  educational  programs 
for  parent  groups,  Giroux  said  the 
school  system  planned  either  to 
use  school  committee  meetings  or 
to  refer  questions  to  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  city  hospital.  Since  only 
one  person  had  actually  called  the 
school  with  questions  about 
AIDS,  however,  Giroux  indicated 
they  were  leaning  toward  the  latter 
option. 

Both  Hanson  and  Giroux  also 
said  that  officials  were  considering 
adding  AIDS  education  to  the 
“health  program”  already  provid¬ 
ed  to  high  school  students.  Han¬ 
son  added  that  medical  experts  in 
the  schools  were  already  getting 
and  answering  questions  about 
AIDS. 

A  letter  which  was  written  by 
Giroux  and  signed  by  Peterkin, 
was  sent  to  all  parents  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  school  children.  The  letter 
was  also  distributed  in  six  non- 
English  languages,  in  accordance 
with  the  state  bilingual  education 
law.  It  stated  that  a  parent  of 
Cambridge  school  children  had 
died  of  AIDS,  and  contained 
these  paragraphs  (emphasis  and 
capitalization  as  in  the  original): 

“Medical  authorities  have 
assured  us  that  the  children  DO 
NOT  HAVE  AIDS. 

“In  addition,  information  from 
federal,  state,  and  city  medical  of¬ 
ficials  report  that  in  studies  of 
households  where  a  member  died 
of  AIDS,  no  other  member  of  the 
household  contracted  the  disease. 

“Medical  authorities  also  stated 
that  the  disease  is  not  commonly 
contagious.  Individuals  are  in¬ 
fected  with  AIDS  through  unusual 
sexual  contact  or  intravenously. 

“Please  be  assured  that  to  the 
knowledge  of  School  and  Health 
officials.  No  Cambridge  School 


student  or  parent  has  AIDS.” 

Giroux  said  that,  even  though 
the  letter  contained  a  telephone 
number  for  more  information, 
there  had  been  only  eleven  calls, 
all  asking  what  schools  the 
children  had  attended.  The  infor¬ 
mation  was  not  revealed.  Giroux 
noted  that  ten  of  the  calls  had 
been  complimentary  about  the  let¬ 
ter,  while  the  eleventh  “said  we 
should  have  shown  more  compas¬ 
sion  toward  the  deceased.” 

Some  observers  praised  the 
school  officials  for  the  way  they 
quieted  any  potential  panic.  The 
Tab,  a  Cambridge  newspaper, 
quoted  school  committee  member 
Glenn  Koocher  as  saying  that  “the 
school  department  handled  the 
situation  exceptionally  well.”  An 
editorial  in  the  Cambridge 
Chronicle  said  the  officials  “acted 
promptly  and  with  foresight.” 

Others,  however,  disagreed 
sharply,  pointing  first  to  the  state¬ 
ment  in  the  letter  to  parents  that 
“Individuals  are  infected  with 
AIDS  through  unusual  sexual 
contact.”  Giroux  defended  his  use 
of  “unusual,”  saying  that  one 
medical  authority  had  used  the 
word  “abnormal,”  but  “we 
didn’t  think  that  was  the  ap¬ 
propriate  word.”  Giroux  said  the 
authority  had  conveyed  the  im¬ 
pression  that  heterosexual  contact 
could  not  transmit  AIDS,  so  the 
word  “unusual”  was  chosen. 

According  to  Giroux,  however, 
Hanson  had  objected  to  the  word 
from  the  beginning.  In  an  inter¬ 
view,  she  labelled  it  “misinforma¬ 
tion”:  “You  get  AIDS  not  from 
‘unusual  sexual  contact,’  but  from 
any  old  sexual  contact.” 

Others  objected  even  more 
strongly.  Kevin  Cathcart  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD)  pointed  out 
that  the  phrase  was  “an  extremely 
strong  value  judgment.” 


Jonathan  Handel,  a  founder  of 
the  Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  (CLAGA),  said  the 
phrase  was  “dangerously  vague.” 

Cathcart  also  objected  to  the 
emphasis  of  the  statement  that 
“the  children  DO  NOT  HA  VE 
AIDS”:  “It  feeds  panic.  Second, 
can  you  ever  really  say  that  some¬ 
one  definitely  doesn’t  have  AIDS? 
Also,  it  suggests  that,  if  the 
children  did  have  AIDS,  they 
would  have  been  treated  different¬ 
ly,  and  that  goes  totally  against 
the  guidelines.”  The  first 
guideline  says  that  children  with 
AIDS  should  remain  in  the 
classroom. 

Dr.  Hanson  confirmed  that  this 
confusion  has  already  occurred: 
“We  occasionally  get  phone  calls 
from  parents  who  don’t  under¬ 
stand  what  we  said  about  the 
situation.  We  tell  them  the  kids 
don’t  have  AIDS.  They  say,  ‘But 
if  they  did,  you  wouldn’t  let  them 
in  school,  right?’  And  we  say, 
‘Yes,  we  would,’  and  they  freak 
out.” 

Another  target  of  criticism  was 
the  guidelines’  emphasis  on  educa¬ 
tion  for  staff  and  parents,  but  not 
for  students.  Handel  commented, 
“School  kids  are  fucking  around 
with  the  same  sex  and  the  other 
sex,  and  they’re  shooting  up  in¬ 
travenously.  It’s  cowardly  of  the 
school  system  not  to  present  them 
with  the  kind  of  information  they 
need  to  protect  themselves.” 

Cathcart  added  that  “Filtering 
information  about  sex  and  drugs 
through  parents  and  teachers 
guarantees  that  the  real  education 
for  the  kids  will  not  happen.  The 
kids  don’t  need  to  be  told  that  sex 
is  wrong,  that  drugs  are  wrong. 
They  need  to  hear  about  safe  sex 
information,  about  sharing 
needles,  and  the  teachers  and 
parents  are  not  going  to  be  able  to 
tell  them  what  they  need  to 
know.” 


Newest  battle  of  the  sex  wars 
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Women’s  Bookstores  Reject 
Lesbian  Sex  Magazines 


By  Janice  Irvine 

Censorship  and  the  suppression  of  women’s  ideas  pro¬ 
vided  the  impetus  for  feminists  to  create  our  own  institu¬ 
tions.  Denied  access  by  the  dominant  culture  to  the  infor¬ 
mation  we  wanted  and  needed,  women  started  bookstores, 
publishing  houses,  record  companies,  newspapers  and 
other  media.  It  is  a  bitter  irony,  then,  when  many  of  these 
same  institutions  are  at  the  center  of  censorship  controversies. 

News  commentary 

The  debates,  arguments  and  sometimes  vitriolic  attacks 
—  the  so-called  sex  wars  —  which  began  in  the  1970s 
around  the  issue  of  s/m,  have,  to  a  great  extent,  been  aired 
in  the  feminist  media.  The  sex  wars  escalated  in  feminist 
periodicals,  and  simultaneously,  feminist  writing  on  all 
aspects  of  lesbian  sexuality  proliferated.  Books  such  as  Pat 
Califia’s  Sapphistry,  the  Heresies  sex  issue,  and  JoAnn 
Loulan’s  Lesbian  Sex  provided  new  and  vital  information 
about  sex.  Coming  to  Power  by  Samois  and  the  lesbian  sex 
magazines,  such  as  On  Our  Backs  (OOB),  Bad  Attitude 
(BA),  Outrageous  Women  (OW),  and  The  Power  Exchange 
(PE),  bring  us  essays,  features  and  graphics  to  both  educate 
and  titillate. 

While  these  publications  might  excite,  amuse,  dismay  or 
irritate  us,  they  represent  a  quahtum  leap  forward  in  discus¬ 
sions  about  lesbian  sexuality.  Knowing  that  B.  Dalton’s 
wouldn’t  stock  the  material  to  satiate  our  curiosity,  we  trot¬ 
ted  down  to  our  local  feminist  bookstores.  In  some  cases, 
we  left  empty-handed.  The  lesbian  sex  magazines  have  shat¬ 
tered  the  ennui  of  conch-cunt  graphics,  but  at  the  same 
time,  they  have  fueled  the  panic  that  often  accompanies 
sexually  explicit  imagery  and  writing.  Although  eclipsed  in 
the  feminist  and  gay /lesbian  media  by  the  furor  about  anti¬ 
porn  legislation,  the  controversy  within  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  about  the  lesbian  sex  magazines  represents  the  newest 
battle  of  the  sex  wars. 

Across  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  feminist  bookstores  have 
adopted  policies  not  to  carry  some  or  all  of  the  lesbian 
magazines.  Others  carry  them  accompanied  by  small  cards 
which  describe  why  bookstore  staff  find  them  objec¬ 
tionable.  OOB ,  “entertainment  for  the  adventurous  les¬ 
bian,”  has  been  rejected  outright  by  eight  stores,  according 
to  publisher  Debi  Sundahl.  These  include  Amazon 
Bookstore  in  Minneapolis,  Women’s  Book  Connection  in 
Philadelphia,  and  Antigone  Books  in  Tucson,  the  staff  of 
which,  according  to  Sundahl,  called  OOB  “trash.”  At  least 
80  feminist  bookstores  have  not  responded  to  solicitations 
by  OOB ,  which,  Sundahl  notes,  “can  be  interpreted  any 
way.” 

Womonfyre  Books,  in  Northampton,  Mass.,  refused  to 
carry  BA  and  OW  after  owner  Jill  Krolik  circulated  sample 
copies  and  determined  “that  people  didn’t  care  for  them.” 
Krolik  does  stock  OOB  because  her  former  partner  ordered 
it.  In  a  public  statement  dated  September  28,  1984,  the 
women  at  the  Toronto  Women’s  Bookstore  announced 
their  decision  not  to  carry  OOB,  O  W  and  PE  (see  sidebar). 
The  store  does  not  carry  BA,  nor  was  it  included  in  their  in¬ 
itial  decision,  since  bookstore  staff  claim  they  haven’t  seen 
it. 

After  a  controversy  that  still  raises  hackles  on  both  sides 
over  a  Samois  publication,  A  Woman’s  Place  Bookstore  in 
Oakland,  Ca.,  stocks  the  lesbian  sex  magazines.  Although  cur¬ 
rently  they  do  not  place  disclaimer  cards  next  to  them,  they 
might  institute  the  practice,  according  to  Robin,  a  collective 
member  who  declined  to  give  her  last  name.  She  told  GCN 
that  staff  and  customers  are  free  to  post  cards  next  to  material 
they  like  or  dislike. 

San  Francisco-based  writer  Gayle  Rubin  charged  that  in 
1980  staff  of  A  Woman’s  Place  censored  What  Color  is  Your 
Handkerchief?  [see  GCN,  Vol.  12,  No.  23],  selling  the  pam¬ 
phlet  under  the  counter  and  harassing  women  who  requested 
it.  Robin,  of  A  Woman’s  Place,  denied  Rubin’s  charge.  “It’s 
not  true.  She  accused  us  of  censorship  and  I  just  don’t  think 
that’s  right.  We  put  cards  up  but  we  don’t  censor.” 


bookstores,  and  therefore,  expects  accountability,  is 
whether  it  is  appropriate  for  a  staff  to  make  decisions  not 
to  carry  certain  materials.  Noting  that  bookstores  are 
powerful  institutions  which  control  our  community’s  access 
to  media  and  information,  Gayle  Rubin  said  that  refusal  to 
stock  certain  items,  “ . . .  is  not  the  same  thing  as  state  cen¬ 
sorship,  but  it  certainly  has  the  impact  within  the  communi¬ 
ty  of  suppressing  ideas.” 

Califia  noted  that  since  many  women  will  not  buy  erotic 
literature  at  a  straight  bookstore,  feminist  bookstores’ 
refusal  to  carry  this  material  eliminates  a  major  outlet.  “I’d 
say  that’s  censorship.  It’s  a  moral  impulse  to  protect  other 
people  who  are  presumed  to  be  more  stupid  and  less  in¬ 
formed  than  those  making  the  decision  and  I  think  women 
should  be  outraged,”  she  said. 

Krolik,  of  Womonfyre  Books,  thinks  bookstores  should 
have  the  prerogative  to  carry  what  they  want.  Although  she 
told  GCN  she  thinks  censorship  is  “frightening”,  she  said, 
“I  do  think  women’s  bookstores  should  be  given  the  option 
and  not  be  pressured  into  carrying  [the  sex  magazines].” 

Bookstore  staffpeople,  who  often  function  collectively, 
frequently  disagree  among  themselves  about  the  magazines 
and  the  broader  issues  of  pornography  and  violence.  Susie 
Bright,  editor  of  OOB ,  said,  “We  found  that  sometimes 
half  the  collective  has  their  own  subscription  while  the 
other  half  is  opposed  to  the  magazines.”  Staffpeople,  then, 
are  faced  with  trying  to  reach  consensus  among  themselves 
as  well  as  attempting  to  maintain  some  accountability  to  the 
community. 

Madge  Kaplan,  of  New  Words  Bookstore  in  Cambridge, 
told  GCN  that  while  collective  members  disagree  on  many 
issues,  they  all  believe  that  it  is  crucial  for  the  debates  on 
sexuality  to  occur  within  the  larger  arena  of  the  feminist 
and  lesbian  community.  “For  us,  it’s  a  pretty  fundamental 


September  28,  1984 

Dear  friends  at  The  Body  Politic : 

The  process  of  making  decisions  for  a  feminist 
bookstore  is  often  difficult  and  fraught  with  many 
political  considerations.  To  define  who  our  customers 
are  and  how  we  can  best  meet  their  needs  is  much  more 
complicated  than  it  might  appear.  One  would  think  that 
when  ordering  books  our  guiding  criteria  is  simple:  if  it 
is  a  feminist  book,  carry  it;  if  it  is  anti-feminist  or  anti¬ 
woman,  don’t  carry  it.  This  general  rule  serves  us  90  per¬ 
cent  of  the  time. 

Recently  new  material  that  is  best  described  as  les¬ 
bian  pro-sadomasochistic  has  arrived  at  our  store.  After 
reviewing  this  material  carefully,  we  found  it  to  be  anti¬ 
feminist,  anti-woman,  anti-semitic  and  racist.  The 
material  often  utilizes  traditional  pornographic  format 
in  that  it  stereotypes  women  as  enjoying  violence  and 
degradation  and  perpetuates  an  industry  that  exploits  all 
women.  This  tendency  brought  home  to  us  the  fact  that 
not  every  idea  thought  by  a  feminist  is  indeed  a  feminist 
idea.  We  as  a  bookstore  will  not  promote  the  commer¬ 
cialized  exploitation  of  women.  We  currently  feel  that 
the  material  that  we  have  been  asked  to  carry  fits  into 
this  category. 

Decisions  made  in  this  store  are  not  carved  in  stone. 
Our  process  is  continuous  and  is  affected  by  community 
response.  As  a  feminist  bookstore  it  is  our  responsibility 
to  consider  your  opinion  regarding  our  position. 
However,  the  ability  of  those  of  us  at  the  front  desk  to 
effectively  respond  to  your  verbal  comments  is  limited. 
The  best  vehicle  for  your  ideas  is  a  letter  so  that  all  of  us 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  consider  them.  Please 
address  any  correspondence  to*  The  Toronto  Women’s 
Bookstore,  73  Harbord  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  1G4. 
Thank  you. 

The  women  at  the  Toronto  Women’s  Bookstore 
This  letter  is  not  to  be  edited. 


Yet  co-owner  Arleen  Olshan  is  adamant  that  Giovanni’s 
Room  is  a  forum  for  sexual  politics.  “We  want  to  be  able  to 
supply  the  material  that  keeps  people  talking  and  thinking, 
whether  people  agree  or  disagree  with  the  content,”  she 
said.  However,  she  added  that,  since  each  bookstore  is  in¬ 


a  sleazy  French  postcard. 


Pat  Califia,  author/publisher/editor  of  The  Power  Ex¬ 
change,  told  GCN  that  she  was  one  of  the  women  who 
could  only  get  the  pamphlet  from  under  the  counter.  “I 
was  there.  I’m  an  eyewitness.  They’re  lying,”  said  Califia, 
who  described  the  incident  as  “an  episode  of  harassment.” 
She  told  the  bookstore  staff,  “I  will  not  buy  this  book  from 
under  the  counter  like  it’s  a  sleazy  French  postcard.” 

The  vehemence  of  the  publishers  of  the  sex  magazines 
and  the  defensiveness  of  many  bookstore  staff  contacted  by 
GCN  speak  to  the  high  level  of  pain,  frustration  and  rage  in 
our  community  as  we  clash  over  sexual  behaviors,  attitudes 
and  feelings.  Like  the  organizing  around  the  anti-porn  or¬ 
dinances,  feminist  bookstores’  refusal  to  stock  lesbian  sex 
magazines  raises  issues  of  censorship,  suppression  of  infor¬ 
mation,  and  community  accountability.  Ultimately, 
however,  it  is  another  indicator  of  the  power  of  sexually  ex¬ 
plicit  materials  to  raise  anxiety  that  can  escalate  into  rigidity 
and  fear. 

A  major  question  in  a  community  which  sustains  its 


If  it  makes  you  uncomfortable,  it’s  a  good  reason  to 
look  twice. 


digenous  to  its  community,  it  is  entirely  up  to  people  who 
run  the  stores  to  decide  what  their  responsibility  is  to  that 
community. 

Susie  Bright,  for  example,  described  a  woman  who  runs  a 
feminist  bookstore  on  the  East  Coast  who  loves  OOB  and 
would  like  to  stock  it  but  doesn’t,  since  feminists  in  the 
town  have  threatened  to  boycott  and  picket  the  store  if  she 
does. 

Not  only  does  the  suppression  of  the  lesbian  sex 
magazines  deprive  women  of  access  to  material  on  sexuali¬ 
ty,  it  also  eliminates  a  public  forum  for  writers  of  sexually 
explicit  material.  Pat  Califia  told  GCN  that  she  has  received 
handwritten  manuscripts  —  sometimes  hundreds  of  pages 
—  that  women  have  written  for  their  lovers  to  turn  each 
other  on.  “Women  have  written  clandestine  pom  for  a  long 
time,”  she  said.  Califia  added  that  unless  it  can  be  publish¬ 
ed,  this  material  is  usually  hidden  away  in  drawers,  remains 
a  secret,  and  dies  with  its  authors.  Similarly,  Amy  Hoff¬ 
man,  co-editor  and  publisher  of  Bad  Attitude,  said  that 
writers  have  told  her  that  the  magazine  has  given  them  not 
only  a  place  to  publish,  but  also  inspiration  to  create  new 
work. 

Ultimately,  it  is  women’s  very  interest  in  sexually  explicit 
articles,  graphics  and  images  that  is  so  threatening  to  some 
feminists.  Pushing  beyond  the  safe  boundaries  and  moving 
into  the  daring,  kinky  or  raunchy  realms  of  sex  is  a  direct 
affront  to  a  branch  of  feminism  that  believes,  as  epitomized 
by  Kathy  Barry,  in  Female  Sexual  Slavery,  that  “ ...  we  are 
really  going  back  to  the  values  women  have  always  attached 
to  sexuality,  values  that  have  been  robbed  from  us, 
distorted  and  destroyed  as  we  have  been  colonized  through 
both  sexual  violence  and  so-called  sexual  liberation.  They 
are  the  values  and  needs  that  connect  sex  with  warmth,  af¬ 
fection,  love,  caring.  To  establish  new  sexual  values  is  ac¬ 
tually  to  resurrect  these  female  principles  . . .  Sexual  values 
and  the  positive,  constructive  experience  of  sex  must  be 
based  in  intimacy ”  (emphasis  in  original). 

This  is  the  mirror  image  of  our  socialization  by  the  domi¬ 
nant  culture:  that  female  sexuality,  if  it  exists,  is  amor¬ 
phous,  soft,  and  gentle  —  never  loud,  never  messy,  never 
strong,  demanding  or  rough.  It  is  a  simple  ideology  that 
allows  for  simplistic  strategies  such  as  civil  rights  legislation 
against  pornography.  Porn  is  bad,  these  feminists  insist, 
because  it  causes  violence  against  women. 

But  what  about  when  porn  is  written,  published,  sold 
and  bought  by  women?  The  answer,  apparently,  is  that 
women  interested  in  such  things  are  sexist  and  anti¬ 
feminist.  And  so  magazines  are  banned  from  bookstores, 
while  writers,  publishers  and  readers  have  been  harassed 
and  marginalized.  Hoffman,  of  BA,  notes,  “I  think  some 
of  the  more  orthodox  anti-porn  people  are  having  dif¬ 
ficulties  figuring  out  how  to  fit  the  lesbian  sex  magazines  in¬ 
to  their  ideology.  They’ve  dealt  with  it  by  implying  that  it’s 
exactly  the  same  as  other  porn  and  should  be  treated  the 
same.  Or  they  say  that  it’s  self-indulgent  and  since  women 
have  been  hurt  so  much  by  pornography  that  it’s  selfish  of 
lesbians  to  want  to  make  their  own  porn.” 

Overwhelmingly,  it  is  the  s/m  aspect  of  the  sex  magazines 
that  the  bookstores  object  to,  although  they  will  sometimes 
smokescreen  this  by  saying  the  magazines  are  of  poor  quali- 

continued  on  page  6 


I  will  not  buy  this  book  from  under  the  counter  like  it’s 


issue  of  censorship.  We  don’t  see  that  as  our  role  as  a 
bookstore  . . .  We’re  not  deeply  engaged  in  discussions 
about  who  likes  and  dislikes  what  image.  There  hasn’t  been 
an  attempt  to  persuade  each  other  or  arrive  at  the  same  sen¬ 
sibilities  . . .  We  just  want  to  be  very  careful  not  to  eliminate 
certain  things  that  there  is  a  demand  for.  If  people  don’t 
like  it,  they  can  put  out  the  other  side.” 

New  Words  stocks  the  lesbian  sex  magazines,  but  Kaplan 
emphasizes  that  “we’ve  felt  supported  in  that  decision  by 
this  community.  That  may  be  different  in  other  places.”  In 
fact,  the  issue  of  accountability  is  complicated  for 
bookstore  staff,  since  there  is  a  multiplicity  of  viewpoints 
among  feminists  and  lesbians.  Bookstores  have  been 
threatened  and  boycotted,  with  varying  results.  The  most 
notorious  example  is  Giovanni’s  Room  in  Philadelphia, 
which  has  been  the  target  of  protest  from  within  the  com¬ 
munity  because  it  has  stocked  The  Story  of  O  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  12,  No.  6]  and  How  to  Have  Sex  with  Kids  [see 
GCN,  Vol.  12,  No.  23]. 


Community 

life  threatening 

Dear  GCN, 

The  following  is  an  appeal  I  have  filed  here  at 
CTF-Central  Facility  [Soledad]  against  the  treat¬ 
ment  1  have  been  receiving  because  of  my 
homosexuality.  These  people  are  very  much  out 
of  line  with  the  way  they  treat  a  person  that 
doesn’t  think  the  way  they  do,  putting  us  in 
dangerous  living  and  job  situations,  and  harass¬ 
ing  us  (both  from  other  prisoners  and  from  stafD- 
The  one-sex  natureof  prison  life  results  in  great 
mental  suffering  for  the  better  part  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  The  heterosexuals  are  encouraged  to  relieve 
their  frustrations  on  us,  usually  by  violence  or 
threats  of  violence,  or  the  use  of  drugs  to  distort 
the  mind  and  make  the  attack  easier. 

Who  is  this  person  going  to  turn  to  after  such 
an  attack  when  he  has  as  much  to  fear  from  the 
staff  as  from  the  other  prisoners? 

Every  person  has  both  masculine  and  feminine 
tendencies,  which  results  in  a  certain  amount  of 
internal  conflict  in  this  homophobic  culture.  In 
prison  this  conflict  represents  a  constant  threat  to 
the  majority  of  homosexuals’  lives  and  well  be¬ 
ing.  The  staff  is  as  ignorant  (unconscious)  of 
these  tendencies  within  themselves  as  the  other 
prisoners  are. 

The  administration  is  aware  of  the  problems 
constantly  arising  involving  homosexuals  and  has 
done  nothing  to  correct  them.  This  lack  of 
responsibility  is  due  to  the  administration’s  lack 
of  knowledge  in  this  area.  They  just  remove  the 
person  to  another  institution  (prison  facility],  and 
the  life  threatening  situation  starts  up  again  there. 

Sexual  assault  may  be  impossible  to  stop  com¬ 
pletely  in  these  warehouses,  but  why  encourage  it 
by  constantly  placing  homosexuals  with  danger¬ 
ous  cell  partners,  in  jobs  where  known  homo¬ 
phobes  are  present  and  generally  encouraging  the 
fear  and  hate  of  differences? 

Sincerely, 

Brian  F.  Pool 
C-80454 
CTF-C  G242 
Soledad,  CA  93960 

ignoring  the 
majority 

(GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Institute 
for  Democratic  Socialism  in  Boston. — Ed.) 

Dear  Sirs: 

I’m  using  this  salutation  deliberately,  since  I 
just  received  a  curious  brochure  from  the  In¬ 
stitute  for  Democratic  Socialism,  advertising  a 
course  on  “Boston  Politics:  Building  a  Pro¬ 
gressive  Coalition”  and  listing  six  prospective 
speakers.  All  of  them,  apparently,  are  male.  How 
does  the  Institute  for  Democratic  Socialism  pro¬ 
pose  to  build  a  progressive  coalition  when  it  ig¬ 
nores  the  concern  of  a  majority  of  the  voting 
population?  Further,  it’s  not  clear  to  me  that  any 
of  the  proposed  speakers  for  the  Boston  Politics 
course  are  Black.  Have  you  learned  nothing  from 
the  Black  Movement? 

Have  you  learned  nothing  from  the  women’s 
movement?  Or  is  democratic  socialism  just  to  be  a 
reversion  to  old-style  sexist  radical  politics? 

In  despairing  struggle, 

Rochelle  Ruthchild 
Somerville,  MA 

beyond  political 
correctness 

Dear  GCN : 

I  would  like  to  bring  up  an  issue  that  I  feel  pro¬ 
gressive  gays  should  embrace:  the  anti-Apartheid 
movement.  As  a  Black,  gay  prisoner  I  like  very 
much  what  1  have  seen  in  GCN  over  the  years,  as 
a  vehicle  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  exchange 
thoughts.  1  like  this  a  great  deal.  But  it  is  also,  I 
think,  up  to  the  progressive  gay  community  to 
enlighten  others  that  although  being  gay  and  out 
is  one  liberation,  there  are  other  kinds  of  libera¬ 
tion,  which  also  are  needed  by  people  who  are 
gay.  One  involves  the  anti-Apartheid  movement. 
It  really  makes  me  feel  good  that  so  many  gay 
people  have  taken  this  movement  to  heart. 

In  the  gay  “lexicon”  a  few  years  ago,  there  was 
talk  about  being  “politically  correct.”  Well,  the 
time  has  come  for  us  to  be  more  than  just 
politically  correct;  we  must  now  be  politically 
assertive.  I  feel  this  not  just  because  I  am  Black  or 
gay  or  “leftist,”  but  because  my  heart  says  the 
time  has  come  to  accomplish  this  liberating  task! 
In  the  struggle, 

Emmette  Mitchell 
C-22649 
PO  Box  2000 
Vacaville,  CA  956% 

Need  Them  Books 

The  GCN  Prisoner  Project  is  com¬ 
pletely  out  of  gay  paperbacks  and  would 
really  appreciate  it  if  you  have  any  you 
won’t  be  looking  at  again  and  could  drop 
by  the  office  or  send  in.  Thanks  very 
much! 
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Voices - 

dukakis’  cowardly 
capitulation 

(GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
Massachusetts  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis. — Ed.) 

Dear  Governor  Dukakis: 

I  am  appalled  and  outraged  by  the  recent 
removal  of  two  foster  children  from  the  home  of 
two  gay  men.  I  have  known  Don  Babets  and 
David  Jean  as  friends  and  neighbors  for  several 
years,  and  I  have  long  been  impressed  by  their 
seriousness  and  dedication  in  everything  they  do. 
The  shoddy  treatment  they  received  is  especially 
galling  in  light  of  the  extra  long  time  that  the  state 
took  in  order  to  certify  them  as  qualified  foster 
parents.  Your  capitulation  in  the  face  of  media 
publicity  is  nothing  but  cowardly.  Are  you  utterly 
incapable  of  standing  up  to  bigotry? 

On  one  occasion  I  was  introduced  to  the  two 
children  in  question,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
Don  and  David  were  excellent  foster  parents  for 
them .  The  tragedy  of  the  hundreds  of  children  for 
whom  the  state  cannot  find  homes  could  only  be 
compounded  by  the  arbitrary  denial  of  countless 
well-qualified  individuals  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  It  greatly  behooves  the  Department 
of  Social  Services  to  allow  for  such  placements. 

I  have  supported  your  candidacy  in  the  past.  I 
am  disturbed  not  only  by  this  incident,  but  as  well 
by  your  failure  to  actively  support  gay  rights 
legislation,  a  promise  you  had  made  when  you 
were  soliciting  our  votes.  If  you  continue  to  cave 
in  to  popular  prejudice  and  deny  us  our  fun¬ 
damental  civil  rights,  please  don’t  bother  to  re¬ 
quest  our  support  the  next  time  you  need  us. 
Sincerely, 

John  Kyper, 

Roxbury,  MA 


arkansas  help! 

Dear  GCN, 

After  receiving  you  publication  for  the  past  two 
years,  it  seems  the  Dept,  of  “Corrections”  has 
suddenly  decided  that  it’s  unrehabilitative  for  a 
prisoner  in  Arkansas  to  be  gay  and  not  be  asham¬ 
ed  of  it.  As  of  April  22,  1985  they  have  begun 
destroying  my  GCN  as  it  arrives  [and  those  of  the 
other  two  prisoners  who  get  it  too],  along  with 
any  other  gay  lifestyle  literature. 

Has  it  suddenly  been  ruled  against  the  law  to 
read  about  homosexuality?  Is  there  no  longer 
such  a  thing  as  First  Amendment  to  freedom  of 
the  press?  I’m  perplexed  and  disappointed  and 
very  angry  with  the  Dept  of  Corr.  decision,  but 
I’m  at  a  loss  about  what  I  can  do  because  of  my 
low  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  because  of  the  in¬ 
adequate  legal  facilities  they  offer  here. 

I  enjoyed  GCN  immensely  and  wish  to  feast  my 
eyes  and  heart  on  its  pages  once  more,  but  I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  need  assistance  with  a  civil  rights  law  suit 
against  the  Arkansas  Dept,  of  Corrections.  I’m 
enclosing  a  memo  concerning  my  frustration  that 
was  sent  to  me  from  the  Asst.  Warden  at  this  unit 
so  as  to  give  you  an  idea  what  dinosaurs  these 
people  are. 

Please  help  me  fight! 

Love  and  sincerity, 

Ronnie  Pucilowski 
69255 

Box  500  —  8  BKS 
Grady,  AR  71644 

[Memo  says:  “Literature  of  this  type  determined 
to  make  inmates  less  capable  of  availing 
themselves  of  rehabilitation...”] 


all  things  not 
considered 

(GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  WNYC,  the 
public  radio  station  in  New  York  City. — Ed.) 

Dear  WNYC: 

Our  continued  support  of  National  Public 
Radio  and  its  local  affiliate  has  been  thrown  into 
question  recently,  when  we  wrote  NPR  to  praise 
an  excellent,  particularly  moving  piece  on  the 
people  working  in  a  San  Francisco  center  for  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS;  we  requested  information  on  ob¬ 
taining  a  cassette  of  that  report.  In  response, 
we’ve  received  a  copy  of  the  1985  National  Public 
Radio  Cassette  Catalog,  whose  index  lists 
material  available  on  a  mind-boggling  array  of 
subjects  including  virtually  every  known  minority 
group  —  except  gay  men  and  lesbians!  And,  in 
the  middle  of  an  epidemic  which  has  become  the 
largest  disease-related  killer  of  young  American 
men,  NO  reports  on  AIDS  and  its  profound 
medical  and  social  consequences  nor  on  the 
political  disasters  surrounding  AIDS  research 
and  funding  are  listed! 

As  gay  men  who’ve  taken  part  with  pride  in  the 
gay  rights  struggles  of  the  past  fifteen  years,  we 
very  much  resent  once  again  being  consigned  to  a 
status  of  invisibility  in  the  present  instance.  If 
NPR  will  not  consistently  recognize  the  existence 
of  10%  of  the  American  population,  no  doubt 
you  and  they  can  get  along  without  our  financial 
support  in  the  future. 

Yours  truly, 

Paul  Buono  &  David  R.  Conchedo 
Clifton,  NJ 


News,  June  1,  1985 


history  lesson: 
sex  addiction 

Dear  GCN: 

Always  appreciative  of  gay  humor,  I  was 
delighted  to  see  two  such  examples  in  the  May  25 
GCN.  One  was  an  ad  from  a  counselling  service 
soliciting  customers  who  felt  “Hooked  On  Sex”; 
one  is  “hooked”  if  “sex  is  an  escape  from  depres¬ 
sion  and  relationships.  ”  That  first  part  is  cute;  we 
somehow  can  tell  that  one  way  out  of  depression 
is  to  feel  good  instead  and  have  fun  and  feel 
pleasure.  Is  there  a  charge  for  that?  As  for  rela¬ 
tionships,  well,  I  guess  all  of  us  here  know  that 
Correct  Relationships  (always  use  lots  of  capital 
letters)  are  those  that  are  Emotional  (as  opposed 
to  physical),  Caring,  Tender,  Healthy,  Loving, 
Ethereal  (if  not  downright  Theoretical),  Dry 
(well,  maybe  just  a  little  moist  —  as  in  tears  —  but 
certainly  not  wet  —  as  in  genitals).  Uniformly 
Equitable,  Dignified,  Monogamous  (or  at  least 
one  at  a  time),  and  Respectful  Of  Our  Partner  As 
A  Complete  Human  Being  Because  We  Have  Ful¬ 
ly  Obtained  Their  Life  Story  In  All  Its  Political 
Ramifications.  And  since  we  also  know  you  can’t 
even  masturbate  without  having  a  goddam  rela¬ 
tionship  (try  it  —  William  Simon  decries  the  myth 
of  the  “content-free  orgasm”),  the  ad  was  Uplift¬ 
ing,  Inspirational,  and  Encouraging.  Encourag¬ 
ing  to  sign  up,  that  is;  as  “Bob”  Dobbs  of  the 
Church  of  the  Sub-Genius  says,  “You’ll  pay  to 
know  what  you  think.” 

The  idea  of  sex  as  an  addiction  goes  as  far  back 
as  the  1940s  in  the  psychiatric  literature  and  has 
had  a  welcome  revival  in  such  books  as  Patrick 
Carnes’  1983  The  Sexual  Addiction.  Borrowing 
from  the  successfully  manufactured  fear  of  the 
danger  of  drugs,  “addiction”  as  desperation  was 
coupled  to  the  anxious  idea  of  frenzied  (or  at  least 
“inappropriate”)  hedonism  and  desire  as 
degeneracy  in  such  a  way  that  the  citizenry  would 
absolutely  demand  the  military  intervention  of 
law,  psychiatry,  social  work,  and  medicine  to 
save  The  Family  (more  capitals)  and,  lest  we 
forget  Christian  charity,  to  save  the  perverts  from 
themselves.  The  “addiction”  theory  is  a  resur¬ 
rected  branch  of  the  older  “uncontrolled  im¬ 
pulse”  school  of  prevention  and  extermination 
and  is  an  absolutely  vital  part  of  the  “crime 
wave”  industry. 

So  what  did  we  have  additionally  in  the  May  25 
GCN  but  the  J.  Edgar  Hoover  Memorial  News 
Note  from  Philadelphia’s  Gay  News  saying  that 
child  sexual  abuse  reports  are  up  35%  for  1984 
(for  all  quarters?)  But  don’t  let  it  discourage  you 
that  the  (“roughly”)  123,000  reports  also  contain 
hundreds  of  charges  from  Jordan,  Minnesota  and 
the  animal-slaughter  cults  of  Southern  Califor¬ 
nia;  don’t  be  bothered  that  perhaps  the  number  is 
inflated  by  the  reports  of  “kiddie  porn”  leveled 
against  nudist  families  and  the  let’s-take-a-pic-of- 
the-kid-just-out-of-the-shower  division  of  the 
Straight  Family  (obviously  headquartered  in 
Chicago  and  a  vast  Ring);  and  don’t  mind  the 
possible  inclusion  of  groups  like  the  Child  Sen¬ 
suality  Circle  or  The  Familist  being  child  prostitu¬ 
tion  links  and  promoters  of  incest;  pay  no  atten¬ 
tion  (as  has  GCN)  of  my  research  being  pro¬ 
secuted  as  a  sex  crime;  forget  the  consensual  or 
fabricated  reports;  don’t  think  twice.  Perhaps  tKe 
National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Child 
Abuse  should  have  waited  before  releasing  their 
body  count  for  NAMBLA’s  Annual  Report  on 
credit  card  sales  of  weeping  boys  whom  we  all 
know  are  stuffed  into  Lear  jets  and  sent  cross¬ 
country  to  drooling  industrialists. 

Our  hero  Hoover,  long  before  being  driven  to 
commit  suicide  in  his  bunker,  used  to  advertise  his 
“sex  crime  waves”  in  the  1940s  by  citing  masses 
of  figures  of  increased  rape  and  deviance  from 
which  he  vowed  to  save  America’s  women  and 
children.  Later,  it  was  discovered  he  had  added  a 
vast  bulk  of  statutory  rape  statistics  to  those  for 
forcible  rape,  the  former  then  being  increased  by 
post-WWII  youths  working  up  steam  for  law  en¬ 
forcement’s  juvenile  delinquency  craze  of  the 
1950s  (“Rubbing  Without  A  Cause?”  —  sorry). 
Hoover  also  had  you  should  pardon  the  expres¬ 
sion  a  tendency  to  add  figures,  also  increasing  in 
the  late  1940s  and  50s,  of  arrests  of  gay  men  and 
some  lesbians  (drag  and  non-drag)  and  of 
transvestites  (straight  and  gay)  to  crest  the  “tidal 
wave  of  sex  crime.”  Reminiscent  of  those  bygone 
days  is  the  recent  endorsement  by  Catherine 
McKinnon  and  others  of  anti-porn  and  anti-SM 
activist  Diane  E.H.  Russell’s  1983  book.  Sexual 
Exploitation,  saying  her  book  was  a  New  Dawn  in 
the  struggle  against  the  sexual  abuse  “epidemic” 
(PS:  Russell’s  data,  which  she  herself  points  out 
for  child  sexual  abuse,  shows  no  increase  in  in¬ 
cidence  over  several  generations  of  abuse  victim 
cohorts). 

But  the  area  was  never  one  to  let  facts  get  in  the 
way  of  production  and  consumption  or  especially 
its  theater.  The  counts  are  up  and  the  war  is  pay¬ 
ing  off.  Can  we  see  the  light  at  the  end  of  the  tun¬ 
nel?  Are  we  winning?  Are  we  having  fun  yet? 
David  Sonenschein 
Austin,  TX 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Speaking  Out 


We  Are  Everywhere,  and 
We  Have  Children 

By  Louise  Rice 


am.3  esbian  Parent  of  two  teenage  sons.  They  have  either  the  same  or  fewer  problems 
ont?hm°S  teJena8.erLsiwho  llve  in  ^is  country.  Most  of  the  task  of  raising  them  has  not  had 
anything  to  do  with  lesbianism.  The  media’s  attempt  to  mix  sex  with  childrearing  is  totally 
udicrous  to  any  of  us  who  have  spent  the  past  15  years  mopping  up  vomit,  attending  parent- 
teacher.  meetings  doing  laundry,  washing  dishes,  and  picking  up  underwear  on  the  bath- 

thev'haven’i  h^Jn  S  an°!htr  st?y  7"  aI1  1  can  say  to  the  G,obe -  to  Dukakis,  to  DSS,  is: 
tney  haven  t  been  there  and  they  don’t  know  what  they’re  talking  about. 

As  far  as  gender  identification  is  concerned,  my  sons  weren’t  raised  in  a  vacuum, 
hxposure  to  the  media,  to  U.S.  schools  and  culture  has  given  them  more  gender 
identification  than  they  know  what  to  do  with. 

But  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  state  is  nothing  new.  This  new  decision  scares  me 
Decause  Massachusetts  is  supposed  to  be  more  up  to  date  than  the  rest  of  the  country.  When 
t  ey  start  scapegoating  gays  here,  it  is  because  they  are  bowing  to  a  wave  of  right-wing 
pressure.  The  past  few  years  we’ve  had  one  onslaught  after  another  against  us  for  whatever 
deferences  we  might  have,  whether  of  race,  or  class,  or  sexual  preference.  But  I  don’t  want 
to  defend  myself  for  being  different.  I  think  that  my  kids  don’t  just  have  a  set  of  parents  who 
are  different.  They  have  an  improvement  on  some  of  the  tired  old  models  I  grew  up  with!  I 
don  t  think  we’d  be  under  attack  the  way  we  are  except  that  our  difference  is  meaningful .  As 
lesbians  and  gay  men  we  question  the  validity  of  what’s  normal.  Kids  who  grow  up  with 
differences  grow  up  with  the  ability  to  ask  questions.  I  have  been  impressed  with  my  kids’ 
ability  to  identify  with  and  stick  up  for  other  kids  who  are  so-called  different.  And  I  think 
that  comes  from  learning  firsthand  that  the  concept  of  “normal”  is  bullshit.  I’m  not 
interested  in  being  considered  normal.  What’s  normal  around  here  is  racism,  sexism, 
“covert”  war  on  Central  America,  and  not  least  of  all,  homophobia. 

We’re  seeing  a  breakdown  of  rigid  definitions  of  what  men  and  women  should  be. 
Those  changes,  which  benefit  all  people,  didn’t  happen  on  their  own.  Gay  men  and  lesbians 


have  been  leading  the  way  —  leading  it  —  and  the  part  we  play  is  vital  to  the  changes  in  men 
and  women’s  lives.  So  DSS  doesn't  just  have  to  accept  us  as  parents.  They  can  learn  from  us. 
Because  we  have  some  of  the  answers  they  are  looking  for. 

Finally,  I  want  to  say  something  about  the  importance  of  being  out.  These  two  men  lost 
their  children  because  they  were  out  about  their  gayness.  That  takes  a  lot  of  guts.  We’ve  all 
had  our  experiences  of  fear  and  isolation  in  relation  to  our  jobs  or  our  families  and  friends.  I 
have  a  pretty  low  profile  at  my  own  job.  But  we  have  to  stand  and  be  counted  now.  We  have 
to  let  DSS  and  the  State  of  Massachusetts  and  our  closeted  brothers  and  sisters  know  that 
we’re  here  and  we’re  everywhere  and  we  have  children.  My  own  kids  feel  supported  by  the 
existence  of  other  out  gay  parents  and  teachers  at  their  schools.  There  are  lots  of  gay  parents 
in  precarious  situations  who  can’t  be  out,  because  it  would  mean  losing  their  children  as 
these  men  have.  Our  strength  is  in  our  numbers  and  our  pride.  We  are  as  diverse  as  those 
numbers.  DSS  and  the  legislature  have  a  lot  to  learn  from  us.  And  before  this  is  over,  they’ll 
hear  it  all. 

Louise  Rice  is  a  lesbian  mother,  a  long-time  activist,  and  a  member  o/GCN ’s  board  of 
directors.  This  Speaking  Out  was  a  speech  delivered  at  the  May  23  demonstration  protesting 
the  removal  of  two  children  from  their  two  gay  foster  parents. 


Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  Us  twelfth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
dorft  miss  another  issue!) 

SUBSCRIBE! A 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

My  name  is _ _  Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00 
25  weeks  $17.50 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00 
I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 

subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 
Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  to;  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 
GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

S 


The  1985  Gay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 


Health  care  costs  are  skyrocketing.  So,  for  1985  the  GCN  Sustainers 
will  offer  to  offset  the  increase  in  health  insurance  premiums  in 
GCA/’s  health  plan  —  a  comprehensive  health  package  offered  by 
Workers  Trust,  the  member-owned  and  -operated  cooperative  that 
underwrites  health  insurance  for  alternative  businesses  throughout 
the  U.S. 


Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 

•  a  one-year  subscription  to  GCN 

•  the  quarterly  Sustainer  newsletter 

•  an  invitation  to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Party 
(a  GCN  potluck  extravaganza) 

•  two  introductory  gift  subs  to  give  to  your  lover,  friends,  ex-lover,  boss,  relatives 
or  anyone  else 

•  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  you  are  helping  keep  GCN  alive  and  healthy  as  it 
moves  through  its  second  decade. 


Dear  Sustainer  Committee: 

Yes,  1  want  to  make  the  difference  in  1985! 

Fnclosed  is  my  pledge  for  1985  of  SI 000 

$500 

S250  $150 

$120 

1  wont  tn  pledge  S  for  1985  to  be  paid  in 

2 

3  4  installments. 

Enclosed  is  my  first  pledge  of  S 

Nam© _ _ _ 

Address  _ _ . _ _ 

City _ _ _ 

_ This  is  a  new  address. 

Note:  If  you  would  like  to  send  a  gift  6-week  subscription  to  two  people  (friend,  lover,  ex-lover,  boss,  etc.),  please  fill  out  the 
following.  We'll  send  a  note  letting  them  know  you're  the  one  to  thank/blame. 

Name  _  Name - 

Address  _  Address _ 

_ _ Zip _  _ Zip _ 


Happy  GCN  staffer  after 
being  hit  by  a  truck  —  at  no 
cost  to  himself. 


L 


Please  mail  this  coupon  and  payment  to:  GCN  Sustainers,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 

All  contributions  to  the  GCN  Sustainer  Program  are  fully  tax  deductible. 


J 
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Boston  Council  Reviews 
Rights  Commission  Budget 


Fernando  Alvarez 


BOSTON  —  Before  return¬ 
ing  to  Puerto  Rico  where  he 
died  of  AIDS  on  March  29, 
1985,  at  the  age  of  29,  Fernan¬ 
do  Alvarez  told  his  Boston 
friends  that  any  remembrance 
of  him  after  his  death  should 
be  in  the  form  of  a  party.  He 
specified  Puerto  Rican  music 
and  food,  a  chocolate  cake, 
and  “no  sadness.” 

On  Sunday,  May  12,  a 
celebration  to  remember  and 
rejoice  in  Fernando’s  part  in 
our  lives  was  held  at  the  home 
of  an  AIDS  Action.  Committee 
(AAC)  member;  instructions 
for  food  and  music  were 
followed  almost  to  the  letter. 
The  memorial  was  organized 
by  members  of  the  support  ser¬ 
vices  team  of  the  AAC,  which 
also  arranges  non-sectarian 
church  memorial  services  for 
friends,  lovers  and  relatives  of 
those  the  committee  has  served 
and  befriended. 

As  the  evening  began,  hands 
were  joined  in  a  circle  of  silent 
remembrance.  Each  of  us  told 
anecdotes  from  our  varied  rela¬ 
tionships  with  Fernando  — 
humorous,  tender,  painful  — 
all  evocative  of  this  affec¬ 
tionate,  deeply  caring  man. 

Fernando  had  come  to 
Boston  seeking  treatment  for 
AIDS.  After  linking  up  with 
the  AAC,  he  went  on  to 
become  far  more  than  a  reci¬ 
pient  of  committee  services.  He 
became  an  active  part  of  the 
committee,  and  a  significant 
source  of  support  and  inspira¬ 
tion. 

Gatherings  like  this,  subse¬ 


quent  to  the  death  of  a  friend 
are  becoming  increasingly 
commonplace  as  the  AIDS 
crisis  continues.  Unlike  con¬ 
ventional  rituals  surrounding 
death  in  dominant  culture,  our 
ceremonies  may  very  well  pro¬ 
vide  an  effective  scenario  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians  dealing 
with  loss. 

How  often  do  friends  and 
lovers,  with  whom  many  of  us 
have  our  most  intense  and  nur¬ 
turing  bonds,  find  acknow¬ 
ledgement,  let  alone  comfort,  at 
biological  family-focused 
ceremonies?  In  this  physically 
and  emotionally  depleting  era 
of  AIDS,  it  is  heartening  that 
many  of  us  have  come  to 
recognize  among  ourselves  a 
viable  alternative. 

It  is  a  tribute  to  Fernando 
that  through  his  illness  and  in 
his  death,  his  friends  have 
recognized  in  themselves  a 
family  in  the  fullest  sense. 

—  Otto  Coontz 


Dyke  Sex  Magazines 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  Almost  one  year 
after  enactment  of  the  Boston 
Human  Rights  Ordinance,  a  final 
phase  of  its  implementation  took 
place  as  a  city  council  subcom¬ 
mittee  considered  the  budget  for 
the  Human  Rights  Commission, 
the  body  charged  with  hearing 
complaints  brought  under  the  or¬ 
dinance.  In  what  was  described  by 
gay  councilor  David  Scondras  as 
“testing  the  director’s  mettle,” 
some  councilors  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  challenge  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  planned  outreach,  staff  hir¬ 
ing  and  authority. 

The  Human  Rights  Ordinance, 
proposed  and  passed  in  part 
through  the  efforts  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  remained  on¬ 
ly  a  good  idea  until  the  Human 
Rights  Commission  was  appointed 
in  March.  Along  with  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  seven  commissioners  came 
the  appointment  of  gay  activist 
and  attorney  Fred  Mandel  as  ex¬ 
ecutive  director,  and  Benjamin 
Thompson  as  senior  advisor  on 
equal  rights.  The  commission  is 
charged  with  hearing  complaints 
which  fall  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  ordinance,  mediating  solu¬ 
tions,  and,  if  necessary,  referring 
problems  to  the  mayor,  the  courts 
or  other  rights  organizations. 

In  his  testimony  before  the 
government  finance  committee, 
Mandel  said,  “The  budget  that 


you  have  before  you  reflects  a  con¬ 
servative  ‘best  guestimate’  of  what 
expenditures  are  necessary  to 
achieve  our  goals  and  objectives... 
given  the  quasi-judicial  nature  of 
this  agency,  which  is  empowered 
to  both  investigate  complaints  and 
hold  adjudicatory  hearings.” 

The  commission’s  $136,000  re¬ 
quest  includes  $97,300  in  salaries 
for  an  administrative  assistant,  a 
secretary,  a  research  analyst,  and 
the  executive  director.  But  it  was 
the  line  items  which  drew  reactions 
from  some  members  of  the  sub¬ 
committee,  notably  councilors 
James  Kelly  of  South  Boston  and 
James  Byrne  of  Dorchester. 

Kelly  reacted  to  the 
commission’s  request  for  money 
to  advertise  and  print  brochures 
which  would  explain  the  new  or¬ 
dinance  and  the  existence  of  the 
commission.  It’s  one  thing  to  be 
available  to  take  complaints,  Kelly 
told  Mandel,  but  “another  thing 
to  go  out  and  drum  up  business, 
creating  problems  where  problems 
do  not  exist.” 

Kelly  also  pressed  Mandel  on 
the  use  of  the  word  “adjudi¬ 
catory,”  saying,  “basically  the 
authority  given  by  the  council  was 
mediation.  I  hope  before  even  get¬ 
ting  off  the  ground  you’re  not  go¬ 
ing  above  the  power  given  by  the 
council.” 

Mandel  said  the  function  of  the 


commission  is  to  investigate  com¬ 
plaints,  pursuing  them  only  if 
there  is  “probable  cause,”  and  if 
the  complaint  falls  within  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  committee.  Mandel 
said  if  these  first  two  conditions 
are  satisfied,  the  commission  will 
attempt  to  mediate  a  settlement. 
Should  mediation  fail,  a  hearing 
would  be  held  and  findings  would 
be  reported  to  the  mayor  and 
possibly  other  rights  protection 
agencies.  “We’ll  have  to  work 
cooperatively  with  agencies  we 
overlap  with.  Federal  and  state 
agencies  do  the  same,”  added 
Mandel. 

Currently,  Mandel  is  working  as 
executive  director  and  is  being 
paid  out  of  the  mayor’s  discre¬ 
tionary  fund.  The  employees  will 
be  hired  when  the  commission  re¬ 
ceives  its  funding.  The  seven  com¬ 
missioners  work  without  pay. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  stir  occurred 
when  Kelly  said  to  Mandel,  “I 
assume  you’ll  comply  with  affir¬ 
mative  action  guidelines  [in  hiring 
the  commission’s  three 
employees]?”  “I’ll  provide  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  all  people,”  an¬ 
swered  Mandel,  adding,  “I  hope 
we  will  have  a  mix.  But  you  can’t 
apply  rigid  affirmative  action 
guidelines  with  such  a  small  agen¬ 
cy....  We’ll  find  the  best  people.” 

Both  Byrne  and  Kelly  pushed 
the  issue,  with  Byrne  finally  saying 
to  Mandel,  “You  may  be  your  first 
client.” 

In  an  interview  following  the 
hearing  Mandel  said,  “I  do  believe 
you  can’t  set  up  an  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion  plan  in  a  three-person  office. 
But,”  he  added,  “we  won’t  dis¬ 
criminate  and  we  will  comply  with 
the  city’s  affirmative  action  plan 
[which]  calls  for  significant  hiring 
of  women  and  minorities....  We 
will  advertise  in  all  community 
newspapers.” 

Councilor  David  Scondras,  who 
was  also  at  the  hearing,  told  GCN 
that  because  the  commission  is 
new,  he  believes  the  councilors 
were  simply  “giving  a  thorough 
airing  of  their  fears.” 

With  regard  to  the  commission’s 
budget,  Scondras  said,  “I  don’t 
think  they’ll  recommehd  cuts.” 
An  aide  to  Scondras,  French  Wall, 
said  he  expects  the  full  council  will 
consider  and  finalize  the  commis¬ 
sion  budget  in  June  or  July. 

Vigil 

continued  from  page  1 
Village.  The  candlelit  march, 
organized  by  the  MCC,  gathered 
at  Sheridan  Square  and  moved 
down  Christopher  Street  before 
returning  to  the  Square.  There 
were  no  speakers. 

In  Boston,  approximately  300 
people  braved  the  rain  to  attend  a 
candlelight  vigil  in  Copley  Square 
before  marching  to  a  memorial 
service  at  the  Episcopal  Em¬ 
manuel  Church.  The  event  was 
locally  sponsored  by  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  Speakers  in¬ 
cluded  Larry  Kessler,  of  the  AAC; 
Geno  Lipsky,  a  person  with 
AIDS;  and  Ken  Mayer,  of  the 
Fenway  Community  Health 
Center. 

Besides'’ the  cities  listed  above, 
vigils  took  place  in  Los  Angeles, 
Long  Beach,  San  Diego, 
Portland,  Denver,  Dallas, 
Oklahoma  City,  Minneapolis, 
Milwaukee,  Columbus,  Detroit, 
as  well  as  in  Vancouver,  Toronto 
and  London. 

The  various  organizers  of  the 
local  vigils  universally  deemed 
them  successful,  using  such 
phrases  as  “incredibly  moving,” 
“cathartic,”  and  “unifying.” 
Boneberg  said  that  the  vigils  were 
certainly  the  largest  coordinated 
actions  around  AIDS  that  had 
happened  to  date. 

—filed from  Boston 


continued  from  page  3 

ty.  Krolik,  of  Womonfyre  Books, 
characterized  O  W  and  BA  as  deal¬ 
ing  “with  s/m  and  s/m  articles” 
and  she  criticized  a  BA 
photograph  of  a  knife  near  a 
woman’s  breast.  She  emphasized 
that  she  has  a  policy  not  to  carry 
materials  that  depict  violence 
against  women.  Yet  she  claimed, 
“I’m  not  carrying  [the  magazines] 
because  of  how  they’re  written, 
their  literary  quality  —  not 
because  of  their  content.”  Later 
she  referred  again  to  the  issue  of 
s/m  by  noting,  “BA  and  OW 
don’t  have  variety.  It’s  pretty 
clear  that  it’s  one  form.” 

Similarly,  Sandy  Florence,  the 
manager  of  Antigone  Books  in 
Tucson,  said  owner  Ede  Rosen 
has  a  firm  policy  not  to  carry  pro¬ 
s/m  material.  Yet  she  emphasized 
about  OW,  “I  just  wasn’t  im¬ 
pressed.  I  didn’t  think  the 
magazine  was  well  done.” 
Women  on  the  staff  of  the  Toron¬ 
to  Women’s  Bookstore  felt  that 
there  was  too  much  similarity  bet¬ 
ween  what  was  being  produced  in 
lesbian  sex  magazines  and  por¬ 
nography,  according  to  Ellea 
Wright,  a  staff  member.  “They’re 
a  repetition  of  repressive  and  op¬ 
pressive  ideologies.  The  dominant 
and  submissive  theory  is  a  pro¬ 
blem,”  she  said. 

Ironically,  OW  and  PE  are  the 
only  sex  magazines  that  identify  as 
exclusively  s/m  magazines. 
Bookstore  staff,  then,  have  fallen 
into  the  knee-jerk  mindset  that 
conflates  any  explicit  sexuality 
with  s/m.  Of  Bad  Attitude,  Hoff¬ 
man  says,  “We’re  interested  in 
publishing  about  all  sorts  of  les¬ 
bian  sexuality,  not  just  s/m.  Some 
people  take  one  look  at  it  and 
decide  just  because  it’s  about  sex, 
it’s  about  s/m.  You  point  out  that 
many  articles  aren’t  about  s/m, 
but  they  still  think  it’s  an  s/m 
magazine.  We  could  also  be 
described  as  a  lesbian  pro-vanilla 
or  pro-dildo  magazine.” 

All  of  the  lesbian  sex  magazines 


report  an  overwhelmingly  positive 
response  from  lesbian  readers  and 
writers.  Sold-out  press  runs  are 
the  norm.  Grateful  women  have 
written  in  to  say  they  feel  less 
isolated  and  that  they  have  been 
desperately  seeking  the  kinds  of 
information  the  magazines  pro¬ 
vide.  Califia  says  the  magazines 
can  represent  “A  little  piece  of  the 
community  in  their  mailboxes  that 
reminds  them  of  what  they’d  like 
their  lives  to  be  like.” 

Undoubtedly,  the  success  of  the 
sex  magazines  can  be  attributed  to 
the  hunger  within  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  for  information  about  sex 
and  the  impulse  to  move  beyond 
the  basics.  Susie  Bright  said, 
“We’re  beyond  finding  our  clits 
now  . .  So  much  lesbian  sex 
education  has  focused  on  this  — 
You  part  your  lips,  find  your  clit, 
and  boom,  you’re  liberated... 
The  sex  magazines  are  about  what 
images  turn  you  on,  not  what 
makes  you  feel  safe.”  Bright  add¬ 
ed  that  many  lesbians  identify  a 
sexually  explicit  image  as  erotic  if 
it  generates  no  feelings  or  does  not 
threaten  them.  “Porn,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  very  frightening. 
Mothers  grab  their  children,”  she 
said. 

The  proliferation  and  success  of 
the  lesbian  sex  magazines  indicate 
that  many  lesbians  are  no  longer 
so  willing  to  play  it  safe.  Despite 
harassment,  personal  attacks,  and 
attempts  at  censorship  from  both 
within  and  outside  of  our  com¬ 
munity,  it  seems  clear  that  les¬ 
bians  will  continue  exploring 
beyond  the  perimeters  of  what 
was  once  considered  acceptable 
sexual  expression.  And  given  the 
excitement,  confusion  and  intensi¬ 
ty  surrounding  sexual  images, 
words  and  behavior,  it  seems  just 
as  clear  that  feelings  about  the  les¬ 
bian  sex  magazines  will  continue 
to  run  high.  But,  as  Amy  Hoff¬ 
man  advises,  “If  it  makes  you  un¬ 
comfortable,  it’s  a  good  reason  to 
look  twice.” 
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Gay /Lesbian  Foster  Parents 

continued  from  page  1 


Johnston  mentioned  only  New 
York  as  having  a  policy  for  gay 
foster  parents,  Rizzo  said  she  had 
given  him  letters  from  Min¬ 
neapolis  and  D.C.  which  explain¬ 
ed  their  policies.  She  told 
Johnston  that  California  also  has 
a  policy  of  non-discrimination. 

Beslauer  said  Johnston  was  on¬ 
ly  referring  to  state  policies  in  his 
statements,  but  Rizzo  said  that 
Johnston  and  Dukakis  ignored 
these  jurisdictions,  adding,  “They 
have  deceived  [the  press]  and  the 
people  of  this  commonwealth.” 
Legislators  Question  Matava. 

In  an  appearance  before  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Human  Ser¬ 
vices  and  Elderly  Affairs,  DSS 
commissioner  Matava  said  all 
foster  parent  applicants  would 
now  be  asked  to  answer  a  question 
about  sexual  preference.  She  told 
the  committee  that  new  policy 
provides  a  priority  list  of 
placements  which  caseworkers 
must  now  follow. 

Describing  a  hierarchy  of  op¬ 
tions,  she  said  the  first  choice  is  to 
place  the  child  with  relatives;  next, 
a  married  couple  with  parenting 
experience;  single  parents  and  gay 
people  could  be  approved  only  if 
there  is  no  other  possibility  for 
placement  and  with  the  express 
approval  of  the  commissioner. 

Matava  told  the  committee  that 
approval  of  a  gay  foster  parent 
would  be  “highly  unlikely,”  a 
comment  which  drew  a  range  of 
reactions  from  committee 
members. 

Co-chair  of  the  committee,  Sen. 
Jack  Backman  (D-Brookline),  told 
Matava,  “I  don’t  know  how  you 
can  tell  by  putting  up  some  kind 
of  list.  .  .  .  You  may  actually  in¬ 
terfere  with  your  social  workers’ 


man,  “if  the  child  is  doing  well,  he 
will  remain  with  the  family?” 
“Yes,”  replied  Matava,  who  then 
equivocated,  “in  all  that  doing 
well  entails.” 

While  acknowledging  that  28 
percent  of  current  placements  are 
in  non-traditional  homes,  Matava 
nonetheless  implied  there  is  a  suf¬ 
ficient  pool  of  foster  parents 
available  to  place  children  under 
the  new  policy.  In  response  to 
questioning,  however,  Matava 
was  unable  to  say  how  many  va¬ 
cant  homes  were  currently  avail¬ 
able. 

Sen.  Salvatore  Albano 
(D-Somerville)  told  Matava  that 
information  he  received  had  in¬ 
dicated  that  homes  were  so  short 
that  social  workers  sometimes 
provided  a  temporary  spot  for 
their  clients  in  their  own  homes. 
But  Matava  insisted  that  emer¬ 
gency  homes,  at  the  least,  were 
always  available.  Diane  Greene,  a 
consultant  psychologist,  told 
GCN,  “There  is  definitely  a  shor¬ 
tage  of  specialized  foster  care 
placements.”  Several  other 
workers,  who  declined  to  be 
identified,  said  their  residential 
treatment  programs  have  had 
difficulty  getting  children  placed 
in  homes  through  DSS. 

The  committee  repeatedly  ask¬ 
ed  Matava  why  the  new  policy  was 
better  and  asked  her  <o  describe 
problems  with  the  old  policy. 
Matava  said  the  new  policy  was  a 
“refinement”  of  the  best  interests 
of  the  children  standard  and  add¬ 
ed  that  the  new  policy  placed  a 
greater  emphasis  on  placing 
children  with  relatives.  But  when 
Matava  could  offer  nothing  more 
specific,  Sen.  Richard  Krause 
(D-Arlington)  told  her,  “1  believe 


Connie  Chan,  clinical  psychologist,  assistant  professor  at 
UMass/Boston,  and  lesbian  activist,  speaking  at  rally  on  May  23. 


thoughtful  deliberations.” 

But  Rep.  Ellen  Canavan 
(R-Needham)  had  a  different  reac¬ 
tion,  saying,  “The  House  of 
Representatives  made  a  statement 
and  we  expect  it  will  be  heard  and 
followed.  I  am  incensed  to  hear 
you  say  it  is  ‘highly  unlikely.’  We 
do  not  want  children  placed  in  gay 
households.” 

When  asked  what  she  will  do 
about  current  placements  which 
do  not  fit  the  guidelines,  Matava 
said  all  placements  are  reviewed 
every  six  months  and  she  would 
make  a  decision  on  any  reviews  in- 
volving  non-traditional 
households.  “And,”  ^ked  Back- 


you  bowed  to  political  pressure.” 

Some  committee  members  ex¬ 
pressed  dismay  that  placements 
with  relatives  had  not  been  pre¬ 
vious  policy,  but  others  question¬ 
ed  Matava  on  the  wisdom  of  such 
placements  when  a  child  was  being 
removed  for  reasons  of  physical 
or  sexual  abuse. 

Interestingly,  several  child  care 
workers  told  GCN  that  they  often 
recommend  woman-headed 
households  when  placing  children 
who  have  been  abused  in  the  past 
by  a  male. 

March  and  Rally  May  29 

Nancy  Coleman,  an  attorney 
for  Babets/Jean  and  a  clinical 


psychologist  with  eleven  years 
child  advocacy  experience,  told  the 
crowd  the  research  explodes  the 
myths  that  gay  people  cannot  be 
effective  parents,  that  they  molest 
children  and  that  they  make  their 
children  gay.  She  said  most 
studies  indicate  that  there  are  no 
differences  between  children  rais¬ 
ed  in  gay  and  heterosexual  homes 
although  gay  fathers  may  be  more 
nurturant  and  the  children  may  be 
more  tolerant. 

Drawing  on  research  and 
statistics,  Coleman  said  “children 
would  be  best  protected  by 
limiting  contact  with  heterosexual 
men  in  traditional  families.” 

Gay  city  councilor  David  Scon- 
dras  told  the  crowd,  “The  leaders 
of  this  state  have  done  nothing 
while  gay  and  lesbian  human  be¬ 
ings  have  been  insulted,  fired 
from  their  jobs  without  cause, 
publicly  humiliated,  privately 
reviled  and  now  made  into  legal 
inferiors.  ...  All  of  us  are  sick 
and  tired  of  leaders  who  take  our 
energy,  our  vision,  our  commit¬ 
ment,  our  work,  our  money  and 
our  votes,  but  reject  us.”  In  a 
reference  to  liberal  politicians 
such  as  Dukakis,  who  pull  the  gay 
vote,  Scondras  said,  “Without  us, 
the  [liberal]  coalition  is 
bankrupt.” 

One  of  the  most  rousing 
speeches  came  from  the  Reverend 
Graylan  Ellis-Hagler,  the  Black 
pastor  of  a  church  in  the  Roxbury 
neighborhood  of  Babets  and  Jean. 
Ellis-Hagler  accused  the  Globe  of 
“manufacturing”  the  story  and 
said  its  reporter,  Kenneth  Cooper, 
has  been  uninterested  in  stories  on 
policy  brutality  and  misconduct. 
He  called  Cooper’s  initial  story 
“not  a  report  [but]  a  gossip  col¬ 
umn.” 

Saying  the  Rainbow  Coalition  is 
powerful,  he  urged  the  crowd  to 
“campaign  to  make  Michael 
Dukakis.  .  .  .  who  has  hurt  so 
many  poor  people.  ...  a  private 
citizen  again.” 

Fred  Mandel,  the  executive 
director  of  the  newly  appointed 
Boston  Human  Rights  Commis¬ 
sion,  read  comments  from  U.S. 
Congressman  Barney  Frank 
(D-Mass.)  expressing  outrage  at 
the  state  legislature’s  action. 

Former  mayoral  candidate  and 
longtime  activist  Mel  King  said 
the  situation  must  be  turned 
around  so  that  those  who  are  part 
of  the  Rainbow  Coalition  “[are] 
able  to  change  this  city  and  this 
state.” 

Congressional  candidate  and 
gay  activist  Vin  McCarthy  chal¬ 
lenged  Royall  Switzler,  who  intro¬ 
duced  the  House  amendment  pro¬ 
hibiting  placement  of  foster  child¬ 
ren  in  gay  homes:  “I’ll  match  my 
three  children  against  the  moral 
fiber  of  his  any  day  of  the  week,” 
said  McCarthy. 

McCarthy  drew  cheers  from  the 
crowd  when  he  asked,  “When  was 
the  last  time  a  homeless  person 
was  taken  in  in  [Switzler’s  affluent 
suburban]  hometown  of 
Wellesley?  When  was  the  last  time 
somebody  was  given  a  free  meal  in 
that  town?  Royall  Switzler,  take 
care  of  your  own  hometown,  you 
bigot.” 

McCarthy  also  criticized 
Dukakis  for  remaining  silent  on 
the  amendment  and  compared  it 
to  a  law  passed  in  Nazi  Germany 
which  prohibited  Jews  from 
teaching. 

Longtime  gay  activist,  Eric 
Rofes,  founder  of  BLGPA  and  an 
author  and  teacher,  said  that 
children  of  gay  parents  do  suffer 
repercussions,  just  as  children 
who  are  different  in  other  ways 
do.  Giving  other  examples  of  how 
children  suffer  from  society’s 
“fascistic  drive  to  be  the  same,” 
Rofes  said  “children  become  vic¬ 
tims  of  bigoted  adults.”  Rofes 
told  the  crowd,  “The  lesbian  baby 
boom  cannot  be  stopped  and  gay 
men  who  choose  children  cannot 
be  stopped  by  a  bigoted  state 
house.” 


Rosemary  Dunn-Dalton,  chair  of  BLGPA,  and  her  daughter,  Brigid 
Dalton. 
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From  Hollywood  to  home  movies,  from  back  room  studios  to 
international  festivals,  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  left  behind 
their  traditional  positions  as  onlookers  among  the  dark  theater 
audiences .  We  have  taken  the  camera  in  our  hands  and  we 
have  begun  to  create  our  own  visions  of  our  diverse  lives.  In 
salute  to  our  art  and  our  courage,  GCN  presents  a  special 
supplement  on  gay  and  lesbian  film. 


*  Festival  Overview  .  .  •  Pa8e  8 

*  German  Filmmaker  .  .  •  Pa8e 

*  Post-Feminist  Film  Theory  .  •  •  Pa*e 

*  Australian  Lesbians  .  .  -  PaSe  13 
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*  Before  Stonewall  .  .  •  Pa8e 
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New  England  Gay  and  Lesbian  Film  Festival 


A  Healthy  Preoccupation  with  Sex 


By  Michael  Bronski 
It  continues  to  amaze  that 
straight  people  still  have  such 
resistance  to  using  the  word 
"gay”  to  describe  anything  in 
which  they  have  a  personal  or 
cultural  investment.  When  finally 
forced  to  admit  that  someone  in 
the  pantheon  of  "high  culture" 
was  a  homosexual  —  like,  say, 
Proust  —  they  are  so  careful  to 
add:  "well,  he's  not  a  gay  writer, 
he's  much  more  than  that".  I  was 
recently  on  a  television  talk  show 
to  discuss  Harvey  Fierstein's 
Torch  Song  Trilogy.  I  referred  to  it 
as  a  "gay  play,"  and  the  inter¬ 
viewer,  a  smart,  articulate  and  in¬ 
formed  woman,  said  she  didn't 
consider  it  a  gay  play  because  she 
identified  very  strongly  with  the 


main  character  —  a  drag  queen.  I 
pointed  out  that  I  always  iden¬ 
tified  very  strongly  with  Cio-Cio- 
San  in  Madame  Butterfly.  Did  that 
make  Puccini's  opera  a  "gay 
opera."  She  looked  startled,  then 
said,  "But  seriously  ..." 

Time  after  time  the  word  "gay" 
is  assiduously  avoided  to  describe 
anything  which  might  be  enjoyed 
by  straight  people.  (This,  of 
course,  is  not  the  case  when 
describing  negative  things:  AIDS 
is  the  "gay  cancer";  John  Gacy,  a 
"gay  mass  murderer."  Not  only  is 
the  intrinsic  value  of  a  book  or 
film  presumed  to  lessen  when  the 
moniker  "gay"  is  attached  to  it, 
but  its  commercial  value  is  also 
seen  as  decreased.  In  a  culture 
that  equates  "art"  with  profit  it 


Sa/o:  The  120  days  of  Sodom 


should  be  no  surprise  that 
devalued  sexuality  should  be 
perceived  as  insuring  poor 
marketability.  It's  hard  to  market 
anything  queer. 

It  was  quite  a  surprise  then 
when  last  year  Boston's  Nickelo¬ 
deon  Cinema  decided  to  produce 
a  three-week  long  "Gay  Film 
Festival."  (This  was  actually 
Boston's  second  Gay  Film 
Festival:  GCN  had  sponsored  one 
at  the  Boston  Film  and  Video 
Foundation  the  year  before.) 
What  was  even  more  surprising 
was  that  almost  all  of  Boston's 
critics,  and  media,  accepted  the 
idea  without  any  heckling  like, 
"what  is  a  gay  film  festival, 
anyway?"  In  fact  the  films  shown 
were  deemed  so  exciting  and  in¬ 
novative  (thanks  to  the  expertise 
of  booker  George  Mansour)  that  it 
was  awarded  the  Boston  Society 
of  Film  Critics  award  for  Best  Film 


Series.  Easy  acceptance  from  the 
critics  was  a  nice  sign  that  Boston 
may  be  becoming  a  little  less  pro¬ 
vincial;  more  importantly,  the  fact 
that  a  mainstream  commercial 
theater  was  sponsoring  the  festival 
was  indicative  that  the  people  in 
the  position  to  decide  what  is  and 
is  not  marketable  had  decided 
that  —  for  that  year  anyway  — 
"gay"  was. 

The  festival  did  quite  well.  So 
well  in  fact  that  "the  Nick"  then 
featured  a  "Summer  Camp" 
festival  in  the  same  vein.  (The 
kicker,  of  course,  is  that  this  year, 
for  whatever  reasons,  they  decid¬ 
ed  not  to  “have  the  festival.  The 
moral,  apparently,  being  that 
even  if  queers  might  bring  in 
money,  there  are  still  a  lot  of 
reasons  not  to  be  connected  with 
them.)  So  this  year  the  Orson 
Welles  in  Cambridge  is  presenting 
a  Gay  and  Lesbian  Film  Festival  — 


once  again  booked  by  the  inef¬ 
fable  George  Mansour  —  and  it  is 
being  co-sponsored  by  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News.  The  gay  communi¬ 
ty  has  long  realized  that  it  must 
engage  in  some  generation  of  in¬ 
come  to  support  its  projects  and 
activities.  It  is  encouraging  to  see 
that  the  business  community  now 
sees  the  advantages  of  being  more 
connected  to  the  community  and 
to  the  movement. 

Questions  of  marketability 
aside,  we  might  do  well  to  ask 
what  about  this  group  of  movies 
makes  it  a  "gay  film  festival?" 
Basically  it  is  films  that  may  be  of 
interest  to  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Almost  all  of  the  films  are  about 
gay  characters.  Two  of  them  — 
The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk  and 
Burroughs  —  are  documentaries 
about  actual  gay  men.  Some  of 
the  films  are  made  by  gay  people 
—  Taxi  Zum  Klo,  Maedchen  in 
continued  on  next  page 
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COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


BODYWORKS 

rGYm  for  women 
-# - ► 


53  River  Street,  Cambridge 
near  Central  Square  T 
576-1493 


r 


AUTO  INSURANCE 

(Insure  Locally) 

ROGERS  &  DINIS  Agency 
404  Mass.  Ave.,  Arlington 

643-3040 


time  payments 


plate  service 


-/ 


GLCS  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

Two  groups  are  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  (GLCS): 


Married  Men’s  Group 

A  supportive  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men  who  have  been  in  heterosexual 
marriages  or  relationships. 

Please  call  Alan  Tweedy,  L.I.C.S.W.  at 


Groups  for  Friends  and  Lovers  of 
People  with  AIDS 

A  time-limited  support  group  (12  weeks)  for 
individuals  in  significant  relationships  with 
persons  with  AIDS. 

for  more  information  on  these  services. 


GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the  community  since  1971 


542-51 88 

Weekdays  10AM-9PM 
Confidential  Services 
Convenient  Downtown 
Location 


GLCS  is  a  non-profit 
corporation 

Special  funding  for  alcohol- 
related  counseling 


Sliding  Fee  Scale/lnsurance 
Accepted 

No  one  denied  services  for 
inability  to  pay 


All  insurance  claims  filed  under  CSI 
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Uniform  —  while  others  —  Scrub¬ 
bers,  Corrupt  —  examine  the 
homoerotic  content  in  the  lives 
and  worlds  of  ostensibly  straight 
women  and  men.  Technically 
they  range  from  the  beautifully 
mounted  and  expensively  pro¬ 
duced  Another  Country  to  the 
gritty,  homo  movie  quality  of  Curt 
McDowell's  Loads.  Many  of  the 
films  are  independent  produc¬ 
tions  —  Taxi,  Abuse,  Harvey  Milk 
—  all  testifying  to  the  fact  that  the 
most  exciting  ideas  and  films  are 
often  deemed  unacceptable  by 
mainstream  producers. 

Since  there  is  no  hard  and  fast 
definition  of  what  a  gay  film  is  or 
isn't,  it's  impossible  to  place  any 
real  parameters  on  what  a  gay  film 
festival  is  or  isn't.  But  looking  over 
the  titles  which  are  going  to  be 
playing  the  Orson  Welles,  there  is 
a  predominant  theme  —  or  at 
least  preoccupation  —  which 
emerges.  Not  surprisingly,  it  con¬ 
cerns  sex.  But  more  particularly,  it 
is  sex  in  relation  to  power,  sex  as  a 
healing  agent  for  people  who 
have  been  abused  by  power,  and 
sex  as  a  means  of  attaining  self¬ 
empowerment. 

Perhaps  the  most  powerful  and 
startlingly  ambiguous  examina¬ 
tion  of  sex  and  power  is  Pasolini's 
Salo:  120  Days  of  Sodom.  The  last 
film  made  before  his  political 
assassination  in  1975,  Salo  is  an 
updating  and  revising  of  de  Sade's 
epic  pornutopia  120  Days  of 
Sodom.  Set  in  fascist  Italy  just 
before  the  end  of  World  War  II,  it 
examines,  sometimes  in  graphic 
detail,  the  intersection  between 
sex  as  power  and  power  as  sex. 
Four  (male)  authorities  kidnap  a 
group  of  female  and  male  youths 
to  be  tortured  and  killed.  It  is  not 
an  easy  film  to  sit  through; 
Pasolini  demands  that  we  respond 
to  his  images  and  his  difficult 
questions.  Not  only  a  meditation 
on  sex  and  power,  Salo  also  insists 


that  we  examine  our  own 
responses  and  relationship  to  the 
art  form,  as  well  as  its  content. 

On  a  double  bill  with  Salo  is 
Curt  McDowell's  short  Loads. 
Shot  in  black  and  white,  it  is  a 
cinema  verite  scrapbook  of  five 
straight  men  that  the  filmmaker 
convinces  to  come  to  his  loft  to 
have  sex  with  him  (i.e.  get 
blown).  Sexually  graphic,  the  film 
works  as  a  turn-on  but  also  raises 
questions.  How  straight  are  these 
men  who  have  consented  to  have 
sex  with  a  gay  man  on  film?  Who 
has  the  real  power  here:  the 
straight  man  who  is  ostensibly  be¬ 
ing  catered  to  by  a  gay  man,  or 
the  gay  man  who  is  controling  the 
situation  with  his  wits  and  a 
camera?  How  is  sex  being  used 
here  —  for  either  person,  and 
perhaps  more  importantly,  how 
are  we  responding  to  these  im¬ 
ages,  to  the  situation,  to  the 
“real"  narration,  and  to  the  fan¬ 
tasy  of  the  film  itself?  In  less  that 
20  minutes  Loads  probably  pro¬ 
vides  more  enjoyment  and  raises 
more  questions  than  most  other 
films  even  attempt. 

Artie  Bresson's  Abuse  is  also  a 
hard  film  to  sit  through.  At  first  the 
story  of  a  physically  abused  gay 
teenage  boy  —  the  camera 
watches  as  the  boy's  parents  in¬ 
flict  violence  upon  him  —  the 
story  progresses  as  the  boy 
becomes  involved  with  a  gay  film¬ 
maker  .who  is  involved  in  an 
abuse  prevention  program.  On  a 
simplistic  level  the  film  juxtaposes 
this  nurturing  gay  relationship 
with  the  reality  of  battering  by 
heterosexual  parents.  But  Bressen 
is  too  intelligent  to  leave  it  at  that. 
The  nature  of  the  film- 
maker/young  man's  relationship 
is  questioned:  what  does  the  boy 
need?  why  is  the  filmmaker  doing 
this?  is  the  filmmaker  (who  is  mak¬ 
ing  a  documentary  with  the  young 

man)  using  him?  Although  it  is 


Each  Other 


clear  in  Abuse  that  gay  sex  is  a 
nurturing,  healing  experience, 
Bressen  opts  for  no  easy  answers. 
Hell,  he  doesn't  even  opt  for  easy 
questions.  Determined  to  pro¬ 
voke  at  every  turn,  Abuse  will 
stimulate  everyone  who  sees  it 
and  infuriate  anyone  who  thinks 
they  have,  or  who  wants,  an  easy 
answer.  (Given  the  recent  gay 
foster  parent  controversy  in 
Boston  and  the  discussions  which 
are  sure  to  come  from  the  show¬ 
ing  of  Abuse,  this  film  should  be 
mandatory  viewing  for  everyone 
concerned.) 

The  classic  Maedchen  in 
Uniform  by  Leontine  Sagan  is 
about  sex  and  power  in  a  girls' 
boarding  school  in  pre-World 
War  II  Germany.  It  is  at  once  an 
anti-fascist  allegory  and  a  morality 
tale  of  the  power  ot  same-sex 
bonding,  as  well  as  a  commentary 
on  the  healing  nature  of  sexuality 
in  the  face  of  repression.  The 
simplicity  of  this  story  is  fractured 
in  the  more  complex  Scrubbers. 
Made  several  years  ago  by  the 
Swedish  actress/director  Mai  Zet- 
terling,  Scrubbers  details  the  lives 
of  women  in  prison.  Some  of 
them  are  lesbians  and  some 
aren't,  but  while  the  film  is  careful 
in  showing  how  their  relation¬ 
ships  sustain  them,  it  also  never 
avoids  the  real  conflicts  between 
these  characters. 

While  Taxi  Zum  Klo  and 
Another  Country  are  also  about 
sex  and  power,  they  are  more 
concerned  with  sexuality  as  iden¬ 
tity.  Whatever  problems  that 
director  Frank  Riploh's 


Choosing  Children 


autobiographical  main  character 
encounters,  it  is  clear  that  he  gets 
his  strength  to  overcome  them 
through  his  sexual  identity  and  his 
sexual  encounters.  Aside  from 
hard-core  porn,  it  is  difficult  to  im¬ 
agine  a  film  which  celebrates  gay 
sexuality  as  much  as  Taxi  Zum 
Klo.  In  contrast  to  Taxi,  makers 
and  promoters  of  Another  Coun¬ 
try  have  gone  out  of  their  way  to 
say  that  this  is  not  a  “gay  movie." 
Yet  this  English  boarding  school 
tale  of  incubating  traitors  — 
makes  the  radical  statement  that 
sexuality  and  sexual  identity  are 
not  only  important  but  possibly 
the  most  important  factors  in  life 
—  in  this  case  more  important 
than  national  identity,  ideological 
persuasion  and  class  background. 
And  especially  so  if  that  sexuality 
puts  you  at  odds  with  the  powers 


that  be. 

There  are  twenty  films  to  be 
shown  at  the  Orson  Welles  for  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Film  Festival. 
There  is  a  broad  range  —  though 
there  could  be  more  lesbian 
movies  —  and  there  should  be 
something  for  everyone.  Opening 
night  is  a  benefit  for  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News  and  will  feature  the 
New  England  premiers  of  two 
new  films  —  Drifting  and  Each 
Other  (prints  were  unavailable  at 
press  time)  —  which  have  been 
hits  at  both  the  San  Francisco  and 
the  New  York  Gay  Film  Festivals. 
So  whatever  you  think  a  “gay 
film"  is,  or  what  a  "gay  film 
festival"  should  be  —  or  who  or 
what  is  marketable  to  whomever 
or  whatever  —  come  to  the 
Festival  and  see  the  state  of  our 
art. 


Scrubbers 


Another  Country 
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TELL  US  YOUR  STORIES 

We  are  a  group  of  six  women  and  men  who  are  in  the  process  of  compiling  a  lesbian 
and  gay  studies  curriculum  to  be  used  in  public  schools  and  colleges  throughout  the 
country  We  invite  you  to  join  with  us  in  showing  the  enormous  diversity  and  richness 
of  experience  which  we  as  a  community  possess.  Specifically  needed  are  short  personal 
anecdotes  (1-3  paragraphs)  to  fill  out  two  units  of  the  curriculum. 


1.  HOMOPHOBIA 

How  has  homophobia  affected  you?  Tell  us 
about  experiences  you've  had  —  on  the  job, 
with  the  legal  system,  friends,  family,  etc.  — 
which  you  see  as  the  result  of  homophobia. 
How  has  homophobia  influenced  your  own  at¬ 
titudes  about  yourself?  What  strategies  have 
you  developed  to  deal  with  homophobia? 


2.  DIVERSITY 

Tell  us  about  who  you  are  —  ethnicity, 
family  background,  religious  views  (or  lack  of 
them),  your  "family"  status  now,  your  age, 
etc. 

' 'Coming-out''  stories  are 
also  welcome. 


Don't  be  shy1  Don't  be  concerned  with  spelling,  grammar,  format.  We  reserve  the 
right  to  edit  these  submissions  in  keeping  with  the  needs  of  the  curriculum.  Anonymity 
will  be  maintained  on  request. 

Please  submit  no  later  than  July  15,  1985.  Send  to: 

Stories 

c/o  Gay  &  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau 
P.O.  Box  2232 
Boston,  MA  02107 


10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD-g 
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131  Charles  St. 
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(617)723-5130 
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Open  Evenings  and  Saturdays 
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TAX  PREPARATION 
AND  PLANNING 
FINANCIAL  COUNSELING 

® 

MARJORIE  E. 
POSNER 

33  ASHCROFT  ST. 
JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


By  Cindy  Patton 

Some  film  critics  have  recently  identified  a  "post- 
feminist”  trend  in  filmmaking,  a  term  sure  to  make 
political  activists  cringe.  Actually,  rather  than  suggesting 
that  feminism  is  passe,  the  term  implies  that  a  feminist 
sensibility  has  permeated  mass  culture. 

The  epochal  notations  invented  by  critics  ("post¬ 
modernism"  is  my  favorite)  reflect  the  terms  of  debate 
about  cultural  artifacts  like  film,  fiction,  art  and  architec¬ 
ture,  but  have  little  to  do  with  a  time  line  of  particular 
political  events.  Still,  these  shifts  in  artistic  creations  do 
indicate  some  of  the  gains  and  losses  of  historical  political 
movements,  or  at  any  rate,  give  us  clues  to  the  impact  on 
mass  culture  of  often  rarified  political  critique  and  praxis. 

Criticism  is  a  meta-process,  a  dialectic  on  the  creative 
work  at  a  particular  time.  New  artists  strike  out  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  constraining  forms  and  ideas,  and  in  addition, 
draw  elements  from  earlier  theories  that  were  once  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  rebellion  but  are  no  longer  felt  as  constraining. 
Critics  name  these  new  forms  (with  special  kudos  going 
to  the  critic  who  thinks  uo  the  oh-so-cleverest  name)  and 
define  the  new  style  by  choosing  a  set  of  distinguishing 
elements  encompassed  in  the  reaction  to  the  immediate 
past  and  the  appropriation  of  classic  or  transcendent 
forms.  The  contemporary  critical  gestalt  exhibits  a  bored 
disdain  for  technological  trickery  combined  with  a 
cynicism  about  the  depth  of  human  character. 

Post-modernism  is  the  ultimate  in  this  rebellion, 
especially  as  it  is  reflected  in  the  most  monumental  art 
form,  architecture.  It  rejects  genre  by  fusing  any  and  all 
earlier  styles,  an  elegant  sort  of  nihilism  that  cooly  asserts 
its  novelty  by  claiming  that  there  are  no  new  styles  to  be 
invented.  New  wave  music  is  post-modern  as  it  rips  off, 
distorts,  and  teases  earlier  musical  styles. 

Post-feminist  film  continues  the  post-modern  trend. 
These  films  presume  some  familiarity  with  feminist  ideas, 
but  do  not  depict  the  quest  for  selfhood  common  to  the 
feminist  films  of  the '70s.  The  term  is  new,  andthetrend  is 
new,  so  you  can  pick  and  choose  which  films  you  count 
in.  Most  lists  include  Born  in  Flames ,  Variety,  Smithereens, 
Vorte,  Fast  Times  at  Ridgemont  High,  the  pseudo-punk  Li¬ 
quid  Sky,  and  one  must  certainly  add  Desperately  Seeking 
Susan.  Although  European,  and  quite  different  in  many 
respects,  I  would  also  add  A  Question  of  Silence,  which 
may  be  viewed  as  a  transitional  film. 

Feminist  film  is  didactic,  a  portrayal  of  women 
discovering  feminism.  The  emotional  weight  of  these 
films  is  the  anguish  of  women  discovering  their  own  op¬ 
pression,  and  reformulating  the  terms  of  their  identity 
during  a  brief  vacation  from  patriarchy.  They  are  op¬ 
timistic,  even  in  their  tragedy,  because  they  project  a 
hope  for  etching  out  a  feminist  space  in  male  culture.  The 
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mainstream  examples  of  feminist  films  include  Woman 
Under  the  Influence,  An  Unmarried  Woman  and  Nine  to 
Five,  among  others. 

Far  from  implying  that  feminism  is  passe,  post¬ 
feminist  film  shows  women  whose  basic  understanding 
of  the  world  includes  feminist  principles.  Post-feminist 
film  re-integrates  women  into  male  culture,  but  these 
women  have  new  expectations  —  they  are  self-centered 
and  quirky,  not  directed  toward  fusing  feminist  notions 
with  pre-feminist  consciousness.  The  men,  too,  have  new 
expectations:  often  brutal  and  sexist,  they  suspect  a 
feminist  under  every  bush. 

These  new  films  provoke  a  visceral,  anti-utopian 
identity  crisis  that  verges  on  nihilism.  Although  they  stand 
in  a  direct  line  of  descent  from  the  women's  films  of  the 
'40s  and  the  feminist  films  of  the  '70s,  post-feminist  films 
also  draw  on  youth  films  of  the  '50s.  They  are  a  mix  of 
genres  and  styles  —  film  noir,  screwball  comedy,  teen 
romance,  and  European  surrealism. 

In  constrast  to  this  eclecticism,  feminist  films  general¬ 
ly  reject  the  traditional  Hollywood  styles  as  sexist  and 
move  toward  very  personal,  cinema  verite  styles  in  nar¬ 
rative  and  cinematography.  Bergman-type  closeup  pans 
and  long  takes  where  the  characters  move  in  real  time 
replace  the  quick  cutting  and  complex  foreground- 
background  blocking  of  film  noir,  adventure  cinema  (like 
cowboy  and  war  movies),  and  even  of  "women's  films" 
of  the  '40s,  which  used  film  noir  style  ( Mildred  Pierce )  or 
the  clipped  pacing  of  stage  comedies  (Hepburn/Tracy 
series).  Indeed,  the  commercial  feminist  films  move 
toward  an  almost  storybook  style  and  pace  much  more 
reminiscent  of  recent  French  films.  This  may  account  for 
why,  of  all  those  prominent  in  the  "feminist  wave"  inter¬ 
nationally,  Diane  Kurys  (Peppermint  Soda,  Molotov  Cocktail, 
Entre  Nous)  is  still  making  a  box  office  go  of  it.  It  may  also 
suggest  why  the  commercial  feminist  films  seem  a  little  dull 
and  languid  to  North  Americans  used  to  cop-story  pacing 
and  Western  landscapes  of  superhuman  proportions. 

Post-feminist  assumptions  about  the  characters' 
understanding  of  women's  changing  role  has  broad  im¬ 
plications  for  the  progress  of  the  narrative,  the  most  critical 
difference  between  feminist  and  post-feminist  film.  In 
feminist  film,  the  lead  woman  character  undergoes  and 
metamorphosis:  she  encounters  a  sexist  society  and 
discovers  herself  and  her  aspirations  to  be  located  in 
negative  relation  to  men.  Sometimes  the  men  around  her 
are  totally  perplexed  by  her  sudden  change  toward  mak¬ 
ing  demands  as  a  person.  In  other  films,  proto-feminist 
men  serve  to  make  her  passage  more  difficult:  they  are 
"nice  guys"  who,  while  sexist,  are  portrayed  as  another 
sort  of  victim  of  sexism.  Kramer  versus  Kramer  and  Or 


dinary  People  go  whole-hog  to  show  how  men,  too,  arc 
alienated  under  the  patriarchy,  even  if  their  rewards  fo 
submission  to  the  system  exceed  women's. 

The  essential  relationship  between  women  and  mer 
in  these  films  shows  a  dramatic  change  from  the 
"women's  films"  which  addressed  women's  changinj 
role  during  and  after  the  World  War  II  mobilization 
"Women's  films"  portrayed  women  as  having  secured  ; 
niche,  or  beach-head,  in  the  battle  of  the  sexes,  and  sug 
gested  that  if  they  did  not  tread  too  far  into  men's  tur 
they  could  actually  be  respected  for  being  strong.  Bu 
unlike  the  women  portrayed  in  the  feminist  films  of  the 
'70s,  these  women  began  the  movies  as  strong  women 
and  fought  their  battles  from  a  more  established  sense  o 
who  they  were.  The  feminist  film's  narrative  is  centerec 


Born  in  Flames:  post-feminist  selfhood  realized 


A  Question  of  Variety:  New 


Variety:  Christine  in  the  ticket  booth,  caught  between  the 
patriarchy's  objectification  and  her  own  quest  for  sexual  self¬ 
definition 


Variety 

Directed  by  Bette  Gordon,  written  by  Kathy  Acker,  with 
Sandy  McLeod,  Will  Patton,  Luis  Guzman,  Nan  Goldin, 
Richard  Davidson. 

A  Question  of  Silence 

Written  and  directed  by  Marleen  Gorris,  with  Cox  Hab- 
bema,  Edda  Barends,  Nelly  Frijda,  Henriette  Tol,  Edyy 
Brugman  (in  Dutch  with  English  subtitles). 

By  Cindy  Patton 

Two  of  the  best  post-feminist  films  explore  the 
feminist  discourse  on  language  and  silence  in  in¬ 
teresting,  though  different,  ways.  Bette  Gordon's  Varie¬ 
ty  is  a  finely  crafted  film  noir  revival.  Shot  in  16mm  with 
flat,  neutral  tones,  broken  by  studied  splashes  of  color, 
Gordon  gets  as  close  as  she  can  to  the  richly  textured 
black  and  white  of  traditional  film  noir.  The  muted  tones 
and  understated  but  exquisite  cinematography  are  a 
stunning  relief  from  the  monumental  or  special-effects 
camera  work  of  contemporary  Hollywood. 

Gordon's  heroine,  Christine,  is  much  like  herself,  a 
nice,  middle-class  WASP,  trying  to  make  a  living  in  the 
big  city.  Gordon  grew  up  in  Newton,  Mass.,  and  left  for 
college  in  1968.  Involved  in  SDS  and  then  in  the 
women's  liberation  movement,  Gordon  stayed  in 
academia  through  one  of  the  first  sex-discrimination 
suits  against  a  university.  She  now  teaches  film  produc¬ 
tion  and  theory  at  Flofstra  University.  Fler  technical  ex¬ 
pertise,  political  acumen,  and  wizardry  at  choosing 
good  production  priorities  on  small  budgets  combine  in 
Variety  to  produce  a  fine  imitation  of  film  noir:  good 
cinematography  backs  up  excellent  acting,  and  superb 
editing  ties  the  pieces  together. 

But  the  emulation  of  film  noir  is  not  just  a  technical 
choice.  Gordon  is  acutely  interested  in  the  political  im¬ 
plications  of  form.  Though  much  less  experimental  than 
her  earlier  works,  Empty  Suitcases  and  Exchanges,  Varie¬ 
ty  is  no  less  political:  it  is  an  homage  that  attacks  the 
premise  of  the  style  it  venerates. 

Film  noir  is  about  good  and  evil,  or  more  precisely, 
about  pure  and  situational  evil.  The  black  and  white 
visual  tone  of  classic  film  noir  repeats  the  moral  posture, 
the  unusual  camera  angles  and  extreme  changes  in  field 
composition  (now  you  see  a  half-lit  face  close-up,  now 
you  see  a  shadowy  figure  approaching  from  over  the 
shoulder)  add  the  dimension  of  moral  ambiguity. 

Crimes  comprise  the  plot-line  of  the  linearly 
scripted  film  noir,  and  the  filmgoer  becomes  a  voyeur 


who  is  inescapably  implicated  in  the  immorality  of  the 
film's  characters.  Film  noir  is  a  meditation  on  the  urban 
predator:  watching  and  being  watched,  hunting  and  be¬ 
ing  hunted,  subject  and  object. 

Feminist  filmmakers  and  critics  have  been  obsessed 
with  film  noir,  particularly  with  Hitchcock,  for  here  we 
see  laid  bare  the  roots  of  the  psychological  subjugation 
of  women.  It  is  no  surprise,  then,  that  Gordon  should  be 
so  interested  in  film  noir.  But  where  most  feminists  re¬ 
ject  the  form,  Gordon  capitalizes  on  the  nostalgia 
toward  the  film  noir  sensibility,  which  seems  less  social¬ 
ly  troubled  today  than  the  true-to-life  tyranny  ol 
Hollywood's  current  "serious"  movies.  Revitalizing 
film  noir  in  this  context  challenges  the  notion  that  our 
world  is  composed  primarily  of  political  entities  which 
are  either  good  or  bad,  and  reintegrates  the  individual's 
moral  questions.  But  here  comes  her  controversial 
twist. 

Gordon  takes  as  her  theme  pornography,  the  hotly 
debated  but  single  most  widely  identified  example  ol 
men's  voyeurism  (and  to  some,  possession)  of  women. 
But  she  does  not  settle  for  a  didactic  assault,  like  Not  A 
Love  Story  or  Pretty  Baby.  She  wants  to  explore  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  pornography  and  women's  search  foi 
a  meaningful  language  about  their  sexuality.  In  Variety, 
she  explores  Christine's  attraction  to  and  repulsion  from 
pornography  as  she  attempts  to  escape  from  the  dyadic 
identity  of  man-subject,  woman-object. 

The  most  important  metaphor  in  the  film  is  the 
ticket  booth  of  the  porno  theater  where  Christine  ha? 
taken  a  job.  Christine's  life  becomes  defined  by  in-be¬ 
tweenness  —  she  loses  her  grounding  in  the  "rea 
world"  where  her  sensitive-man  boyfriend  begins  tc 
treat  her  like  a  whore,  yet  she  cannot  really  participate 
in  the  special  world  of  the  porno  film.  This  idea  of  the 
formless  void  between  two  oppressive  ideas  is  central  tc 
Gordon's  exploration  of  female  sexual  identity.  In  the 
broadest  sense,  it  represents  women's  search  to  under 
stand  their  role  as  an  object  in  the  patriarchy,  and  as  the 
subject  in  their  own  self-defined  sexual  universe. 

Caught  between  accepting  the  oppressive  language 
that  men  have  created  for  women's  desires  or  negating 
the  words  and,  by  extension,  the  reality  of  sex  foi 
women,  we  are  at  a  loss  for  a  language  to  express  oui 
desires:  in-betweenness  is  the  abyss  of  no  words  at  all. 

The  notion  of  silence  and  language  is  further  ex 
plored  in  two  scenes  when  Christine  recites  pome 


i  Post-Feminist  Film 


around  the  woman's  perception  of  her  difference,  her 
psychodynamic  process  of  understanding  what  the 
culture  says  about  her.  The  protagonist  in  the  feminist 
film  is  not  engaged  in  a  “war  between  the  sexes"  with 
particular  men,  although  that  may  be  aprt  of  the  plot. 
Rather,  she  is  engaged  in  a  more  complex  psychological, 
even  cultural,  battle  with  the  forces  of  patriarchy. 

The  men  in  feminist  films  usually  represent  male 
types,  or  even  the  whole  male  culture.  Unlike  the 
“women's  films,"  which  showed  how  individual  women 
might  reach  a  compromise  with  particular  men,  feminist 
film  shows  women  coming  to  terms  with  the  culture  of 
patriarchy.  But  the  textual  clues  are  missing  to  indicate 
that  the  men  in  these  films  are  epochal  men;  it  is  too  easy 
to  be  confused  by  the  easy-going,  languid  photographic 


Liquid  Sky:  post-feminist  punks  unafraid  of  lesbians 


and  narrative  style,  to  interpret  the  male  characters  as 
real  men,  and  to  afford  them  too  much  personal  sym¬ 
pathy.  Only  Cassavetes'  controversial  Woman  Under  the 
Influence  successfully  integrates  filmic  style  and  charac¬ 
terization  with  the  points  it  tries  to  make  about  patriar¬ 
chal  culture,  over  and  against  individual  men  or  women. 
The  widely  popular  The  Rose  and  perhaps  the  last  of  the! 
feminist  films,  Silkwood,  represent  a  bridge  to  the  post¬ 
feminist  films:  they  slip  back  into  traditional  genres  by 
placing  women  againt  the  sweeping  vistas  of  patriarchal 
culture  (and  in  Silkwood,  against  real,  gritty  Midwestern 
panoramas),  the  image  of  manifest  destiny,  the  lone  in¬ 
dividual  (though  in  these  cases  women)  set  against 
horizons  that  may  defeat  her. 

In  post-feminist  films,  many  of  them  employing 
teenagers  embedded  in  quasi-punk  culture,  the 
characters  do  not  go  through  the  ritual  passage  of 
discovering  feminism,  or  their  place  in  the  patriarchal 
landscape.  In  these  films,  the  characters  are  assumed  to 
have  understood  the  impact  of  the  women's  movement 
on  their  aspirations  and  possibilities,  and  are  sophis¬ 
ticated  about  their  power  and  limits  in  male  culture.  They 
are  like  the  strong  women  characters  of  the  war  years  in 
this  regard,  although  they  are  generally  engaged  in  the 
problems  of  youth  rather  than  the  adult  issues  of  home 
and  career.  As  youth  films,  the  post-feminist  films  reclaim 
some  of  the  ennui  of  the  male  youth  films  such  as  Rebel 
Without  a  Cause  and  the  picaresque  aspects  of  Easy 
Rider. 

These  new  women  are  pragmatic,  viewing  them¬ 
selves  as  existing  in  an  economy  where  their  bodies  as 
sexual  objects  are  their  primary  trump  card.  Yet  unlike 
earlier  films,  this  commodity  retains  its  value^for  the 
heroine,  and  is  not  lost  in  the  first  sale.  These  women 
recognize  their  own  sexual  agency,  and  in  this  way  are 
more  sensual  than  most  of  the  women  in  the  '40s  films, 
who  were  portrayed  as  repressed,  frigid,  or  as  dykes  — 
the  price  paid  for  financial  success  in  a  man's  world  —  or 
like  the  women  in  feminist  films,  who  were  often  too 
damaged  by  men's  use  of  their  sexuality  to  feel  sexual 
agency,  or  just  plain  too  involved  in  other  issues. 

The  charge  of  lesbianism  does  not.  frighten  the 
women  in  the  post-feminist  films;  they  view  a  relationship 
with  a  woman  as  a  fair  choice,  not  as  a  way  of  opting  out 
of  the  patriarchy.  The  possibility  of  moving  in  and  out  of 
bisexuality  is  often  introduced  in  these  films  as  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  sexual  agency  rather  than  as  a  solution  to  oppres¬ 
sion.  In  Liquid  Sky,  the  lesbian  relationship  is  no  better 
than  the  heterosexual  ones,  but  it  is  the  men  in  the  film 
who  deal  with  lesbianism  as  a  problem,  not  the  women  in 
these  relationships.  The  concern  over  homosexuality, 


which  consumed  entire  plots  and  subplots  in  feminist 
films,  is  taken  for  granted  as  existing,  even  if  the  form  and 
message  about  lesbian  or  gay  relationships  is  not  written 
by  the  “gay  lib"  book. 

When  sensuality  found  its  way  into  women's  films,  it 
represented  the  feminization  of  overly  masculine  female 
protagonists.  In  feminist  films,  it  signals  the  de- 
animalization  of  sensitive  males.  In  post-feminist  films, 
women  seek  sexual  pleasure,  and  though  they  are  often 
burnt  in  all  of  the  age-old  ways,  they  continue  to  assert 
their  right  and  ability  to  make  sexual  choices.  This  is 
perhjys  the  most  controversial  but  solidly  feminist  aspect 
of  these  new  films:  far  from  representing  a  kind  of  maso¬ 
chistic  insistence  on  relationships  with  men  who  are  not 
cut  from  the  feminist  mold,  the  lessons  drawn  from  their 
experiences  with  imperfect  men  (and  women)  in  a  sexist 
world  only  makes  the  post-feminist  heroine  more  cun¬ 
ning  and  determined  to  have  her  needs  as  a  sexual  per¬ 
son  met. 

Their  optimism  derives  from  our  belief  that  they  have 
won  in  their  own  battle  to  overcome  the  internalized  sex¬ 
ism  that  crushes  women's  sexuality.  We  feel  optimistic 
about  their  ability  to  survive  in  a  harsh  world  of  male  sex¬ 
ual  privilege.  These  women  bounce  back  because,  no 
matter  what  happens,  they  are  not  passive  sexual  victims: 
when  men  abuse  them  they  fight  back,  insisting  that  there 
is  a  difference  between  willfully  bargaining  their  bodies 
and  having  their  sexuality  stolen  from  them.  This  is  a  very 
anti-idealist  view  of  women.  And  it  has  been  controver¬ 
sial  among  feminist  critics  and  filmmakers,  because  it  is  a 
self-portrait  created  by  women. 

In  the  post-feminist  framework,  these  heroines  are 
demanding  a  new  sexual  economy  where  they  may  exist 
as  agent  and  as  commodity,  as  a  step  toward  a  totally  safe 
and  free  world  in  which  to  be  sexual.  And  in  accepting 
that  contradiction,  they  seem  to  gain  a  corner  on  the 
market  of  their  own  sexuality.  The  post-feminist  heroines 
are  not  nice  girls;  they  are  punked-out  Mae  Wests  whose 
brazen  insistence  on  their  sexuality  disarms  men  long 
enough  to  give  the  women  the  upper  hand. 

Post-feminist  films  show  an  exciting  shift  in  the  terms 
of  feminist  debate  and  in  the  discussion  about  message 
versus  form.  The  return  to  older,  more  familiar  genres 
and  narrative  forms  as  well  as  the  pragmatism  —  even 
nihilism  —  of  the  protagonists  has  certainly  made  some 
feminist  critics  denounce  these  films.  But  there  is 
something  fun,  challenging,  and  novel  about  them,  even 
if  they  do  not  project  the  apocalyptic  fervor  of  the  earlier 
feminist  films.  In  a  political  environment  which  only  gets 
more  dismal,  these  quirky  films  provide  a  new  format  for 
discussing  feminist  issues. 


:orms  for  Women  in  Movies 


stories  to  her  proto-feminist  boyfriend.  He  is  disturbed, 
angry,  and  shaking.  The  stories  she  recites  have  been 
part  of  his  male  culture,  but  are  subtly  changed  in  text, 
rendered  melodic  and  powerful  by  her  poetic  chanting. 

Near  the  end  —  one  source  of  extreme  controversy 
—  Christine  tries  on  the  clothes  and  posturing  of  the 
porno  film  stars.  The  silence,  the  lack  of  language  for  her 
sexuality  is  subverted  by  visual  imitation  of  her  new 
icon:  Christine  makes  herself  into  a  sexual  object  for  her 
own  private  show  to  herself.  A  mirror  reflection  sym¬ 
bolizes  her  question  for  a  subjectivity  denied  both  by 
her  boyfriend's  horror  of  her  supposed  objectification 
at  the  theater  and  by  his  nice-guy  support  of  her  writing. 

Christine  confronts  her  middle-class  fascina¬ 
tion/horror  of  the  sex  industry  —  and  her  own  silenced 
sexuality.  She  upsets  men  in  a  porno  store  when  she 
thumbs  through  magazines  wearing  her  new  motor¬ 
cycle  jacket.  She  asserts  herself  as  subject/self-object  in 
a  sphere  that  doubly  oppresses  women  by  projecting 
them  as  men's  objects  and  excluding  them  as  subjects. 

In  a  different  yet  equally  controversial  way,  A  Ques¬ 
tion  of  Silence  also  addresses  the  “silence"  of  women. 
Brilliantly  acted  and  directed,  the  film  depicts  the  trial  of 
three  women  —  strangers  to  each  other  —  who  have 
brutally  murdered  the  male  owner  of  a  clothing  store.  A 
female  psychiatrist  is  assigned  to  evaluate  their  sanity. 
They  offer  no  assistance  in  their  defense  —  for  which  the 
feminist  psychiatrist  hopes  to  make  a  plea  of  insanity  in 
view  of  women's  class  oppression.  One  woman,  the  on¬ 
ly  one  given  a  name  —  Christina  M.  —  never  says  a  word 
until  the  end  of  the  film,  when  she  inquires  about  her 
children. 

As  in  feminist  films,  each  woman  learns  something 
important  about  her  dignity  in  the  process  of  awaiting 
trial.  But  these  revelations  are  more  in  the  way  of 
epiphanies  than  rites  of  passage  to  feminist  con¬ 
sciousness.  Each  woman  has  a  kind  of  inner  strength  as  a 
woman  before  the  murder,  but  their  power  is  trans¬ 
formed  into  a  will  to  survive  as  they  await  arrest.  This  in¬ 
tuitive  feminism  marks  Question  as  post-feminist:  the 
only  woman  who  goes  through  the  feminist  genre  soul- 
searching  is  the  sole  self-consciously  feminist  character 
In  the  movie  —  the  psychiatrist.  Coming  to  the  realiza¬ 
tion  that  these  women  are  indeed  sane  and  that  so  testi¬ 
fying  will  destroy  her  career  and  possibly  her  marriage 
to  the  proto-feminist  husband/lawyer  tests  every 


feminist  bone  in  her  body. 

The  use  of  surrealism  injects  a  bleak  humor  (not 
unlike  that  in  another  recent  Dutch  import,  The  Fourth 
Man)  and  sets  this  film  apart  from  feminist  film.  Feminist 
film  pursued  verite  to  portray  women  speaking  their 
own  truth.  A  Question  of  Silence's  surrealism  evokes  the 
experience  of  existing  on  the  edge  of  sanity  by  women 
who  have  no  language.  Although  the  women  are  more 
like  the  protagonists  in  feminist  films  in  age,  A  Question 
of  Silence  takes  care  to  find  women  from  a  variety  of 
class  and  occupational  backgrounds.  A  Question  of 
Silence  uses  cinematic  surrealism,  whereas  other  post¬ 
feminist  films  —  embedded  in  a  punk  landscape  —  draw 
on  characters  who  make  themselves  to  be  surreal. 

The  revival  of  classic  montage,  with  visual  and  con¬ 
ceptual  comparisons  sequence  to  sequence,  marks 
another  departure  from  the  slow-moving,  real-time  style 
of  feminist  film.  Women  in  feminist  film  tell  their  stories 
in  linear  fashion.  A  Question  of  Silence  links  the  stories 
of  several  women  through  intercutting  the  fragmenting 
time,  as  each  women  tells  her  story  up  to  the  scene  of 
the  crime,  then  describes  arrest  and  the  prison  ex¬ 
perience.  Only  the  trial  scene  at  the  end  portrays  the 
women  together  —  united  in  their  silence  and  common 
crime,  seen  as  interchangeable  by  the  men  in  the  court 
who  cannot  provoke  them  to  speech. 

The  humor  at  the  end  of  the  film  shatters  any 
polemic  sense.  Despite  the  long  and  eloquent  speech 
by  the  feminist  psychiatrist  (in  true  discursive  feminist 
style)  the  judge  is  outraged  and  tries  to  make  her  change 
her  evaluation  that  these  women  are  sane.  The  defen¬ 
dants  begin  laughing,  then  the  psychiatrists  laughs.  The 
judge  tries  to  silence  the  women,  who  so  far  have  re¬ 
fused  to  utter  one  word  in  their  defense.  Several  women 
who  witnessed  the  murder  but  who  have  never  spoken 
a  word  for  the  whole  film  have  attended  the  trial  and 
also  begin  laughing.  The  court  is  cleared  and  the 
women  and  their  trial  proceeds  without  them. 

The  juxtaposition  of  silence  and  speech  with  surreal 
cinematography  and  montage  make  A  Question  of 
Silence  a  complex  and  very  European  film.  Some  North 
American  audiences  have  found  the  murder  (which 
shows  no  blood)  anti-feminist.  The  bleak  humor, 
though  usually  at  the  expense  of  the  pompous  men,  has 
also  been  the  subject  of  disapproval  by  North 
Americans  who  prefer  their  politics  served  with 
seriousness. 


Both  A  Question  of  Silence  and  Variety  (which  was 
produced  for  German  television  and  thus  is  a  little 
cerebral)  are  complex  and  disturbing  films  —  unusual 
fare  for  U.S.  audiences.  They  have  received  much  more 
critical  discussion  than  some  of  the  lighter  post-feminist 
films,  who  may  have  escaped  the  wrath  of  feminist 
critics  but  only  because  they  are  not  taken  seriously.  It 
will  be  interesting  to  see  the  direction  of  feminism  in/on 
film:  the  mainstreaming  of  feminist-type  films  like  Silk¬ 
wood,  versus  the  re-engagement  in  traditional  genres  of 
Variety  and  A  Question  of  Silence,  hint  that  there  is  a 
desire  for  a  return  to  visual  pleasure  and  complexity  in 
the  context  of  feminist  politics.  There  are  also  numerous 
excellent  feminist  filmakers  working  in  avant  garde  and 
radical  styles  with  no  intention  of  ever  heading  toward 
the  box  office.  These  three  trends  —  Hollywood's  en¬ 
croachment  on  feminist  politics,  feminist  subversion  of 
popular  styles,  and  the  ongoing  work  outside  the  box 
office  market  —  will  surely  give  critics  and  filmgoers  am¬ 
ple  material  for  dinner  party  discussion. 


A  Question  of  Silence:  surrealistic  cinematography,  intuitive 
feminism  and  “insane"  humor 
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Director  Defends  Suicide  Film 


German 

Giarres 

Directed  by  Reinhard  von  der 
Marwitz,  West  Germany. 

By  jon-David  Nalley 

Ending  amid  hisses  and  boos, 
the  New  York  Gay  Film  Festival 
1985  showing  of  the  German  film 
Giarres  provoked  outrage  and 
angry  comments  at  its  director, 
Reinhard  von  der  Marwitz. 

After  each  showing,  von  der 
Marwitz  answered  the  why's  of  his 
film's  production— why  a  movie 
depicting  gay  life  ended  with  the 
death  of  the  two  main  (and  gay) 
characters  at  the  hands  of  a 
straight  man.  Von  der  Marwitz  ex¬ 
plained  to  New  York  audiences 
that  Giarres  is  about  love  and 
romanticism.  Inspired  by  a  1981 
incident  in  Sicily,  von  der  Marwitz 
created  a  film  about  the  confusion 
of  two  gay  lovers  in  despair  who 
wish  to  keep  their  love  at  its  most 
perfect  by  ending  it  with  their 
deaths  at  the  hand  of  a  third  party. 

As  I  sat  down  to  talk  with  von 
der  Marwitz,  I  wondered  why  the 
audience  had  made  such  a  fuss 
.  .  .  why  they  had  hated  the  film  so 
much.  I  wondered  about  some¬ 
one  who,  with  a  piece  of  celluloid, 
could  ignite  such  outrage.  Al¬ 
though  I  had  enjoyed  the  film,  I 
could  understand  others'  not  do¬ 
ing  so  for  a  number  of  reasons  — 
the  unorthodox  sequencing,  the 
moral  ambivalence  toward  sui¬ 
cide,  etc.  People  were  yelling 
however,  and  this  I  could  not 
understand. 


Giarres 

Von  der  Marwitz  was  not  un¬ 
prepared.  His  blase,  "shoulder- 
shrugging"  attitude  was  one  of 
resignation.  It  was  obvious  to  him 
that  many  didn't  like  his  film  — 
some  even  hated  it  —  yet  he  felt 
the  discussion  provoked  by  the 
film  could  raise  important  ques¬ 
tions  regarding  the  "lesbian  and 
gay  community"  and  its  relation¬ 
ship  or  marginality  to  the  larger 
population. 

The  fact  that  the  gay  characters 
in  Giarres  decided  upon  their 
death/suicide  apart  from  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  straight  society  didn't 
quell  the  anger  among  New  York 
audiences,  a  reaction  von  der 
Marwitz  said  was  echoed  in  Ger¬ 


many  —  with  even  eminent  gay 
filmmaker  Rosa  von  Prauheim 
hating  the  film. 

Von  der  Marwitz  had  much  to 
say  about  his  film  in  relation  to  the 
German  film  industry,  as  well  as 
the  state  of  the  German  gay  move¬ 
ment  with  relation  to  Bundes- 
republik  politics. 

"There  is  a  very  strong 
American  influence  on  the  Ger¬ 
man  film  market,"  von  der  Mar¬ 
witz  mentioned.  "There  is  a  grow¬ 
ing  feeling  among  Germans  that 
all  films  should  look  like  American 
action  movies;  there  is  an  aversion 
to  European  art  films.  More  impor¬ 
tantly,  the  German  government, 
which  finances  film  production, 


has  the  attitude  that  it  makes  no 
sense  to  produce  small  low- 
budget  films  that  don't  appear  on 
the  market;  the  government  is  pro¬ 
posing  that  bigger,  and  fewer, 
American-type  films  be  made." 
Von  der  Marwitz  was  amused  by 
the  parallel  American  response  to 
European  experimental  films  — 
feeling  that  for  Americans,  they 
were  an  exotic,  relaxing  and 
therapeutic  contrast  to  American 
movies. 

The  director  explained  that  such 
lobbying  takes  place  within  such 
"independent"  institutions  as  the 
government-funded  foundations 
which  finance  film  production  in 
the  Bundesrepublik.  He  pointed 
to  the  examples  of  the  Berlin  Film 
Fund,  the  Hamburg  Film  Fund  and 
others  which,  for  all  their  in¬ 
dependence,  included  such  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  official  institutions  as 
bankers  and  cinema  figures  — 
thereby  compromising  their  in¬ 
tegrity.  Von  der  Marwitz  describ¬ 
ed  the  whole  lobbying  effort  that 
went  on  in  this  process  as  "a 
whole  game  to  get  money."  He 
warned  that  the  proposed  struc¬ 
ture  to  make  fewer  American-type 
films,  rather  than  many  smaller 
low-budgets,  wouldn't  fare  well 
for  gay  film. 

Much  influenced  by  the  work  of 
Karl  Heinrich  Ulrichs  (1825-1895), 
who  pioneered  the  gay  rights 
struggle  during  the  1 860's  with  his 
1864  publications  Index  and  In- 
clusa,  von  der  Marwitz  hasn't 


found  much  support  from  Ulrich's 
descendants  in  the  present  Ger¬ 
man  gay  movement.  Although  the 
filmmaker  felt  that  some  dislike  of 
Giarres  stemmed  from  its  format  as 
a  black  and  white  movie  with  an 
unusual  form  of  narration  —  going 
backward  rather  than  forward  in 
chronological  order  —  the  real 
anger  is  directed  against  the  film's 
dealing  with  death  and  suicide. 
For,  although  the  story  of  the 
suicide  was  itself  not  dramatized, 
von  der  Marwitz  felt  that  subject 
rubbed  the  wrong  way  on  people 
who  were  expecting  another 
coming-out  movie. 

This  expectation  of  gay  au¬ 
diences  to  gay  films  grated  von  der 
Marwitz,  who  felt  that  those  in¬ 
nocuous  coming-out  movies  were 
the  stuff  of  heterosexual  liberals. 
The  director  felt  it  more  important 
to  deal  with  other  things  "like  love 
—  which  is  an  endless  coming- 
out."  Von  der  Marwitz  added  that 
film  could  provide  a  physical  ap¬ 
proach  to  such  theoretical  discus¬ 
sions  as  "What  is  sexuality  and  the 
conflict  involved?  Why  do  we 
have  certain  relationships  and 
desires?  That  is  what  we  should 
discuss  now." 

Giarres'  director  debated  the 
current  existence  of  a  gay  move¬ 
ment  in  Germany:  "Movement? 
Everyone  is  acting  singly  or  in 
small  groups."  He  described  what 
is  presently  termed  the  German 
gay  movement  —  self-help  groups, 
Continued  on  page  1 6 
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INSURANCE 

•  Rrtes  quoted  over  the  phone. 

•  Same  day  registration  service. 

•  Convenient  payment  plan. 

NO  SERVICE  FEES 
731-1015  782-0400 

Boston/Brookline  Allston/Brighton 

Kunevich  &  Lau 

Insurance  Agency 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D. 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


CHILTERN 


MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information  please  write: 

P.O.  Box  407 
Boston,  MA  02117-0407 

All  replies  are  confidential. 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 


40  Trapelo  Road 
Belmont,  MA  02178 


484-8383 


SUBSCRIBE ! 


Common  Lives 


LESBIAN  LIVES 


Stories,  journals,  graphics,  essays,  humor,  poetry, 
autobiography,  and  more  . . . 

The  experiences  and  ideas  of  common  Lesbians. 


We  print  the  work  of  Lesbians  who  have  been 
kept  invisible  and  silent. 

Common  Lives 

Single  issue:  $4.00  P.O.  Box  1553 

One  year:  $12.00 _ Iowa  City,  IA  52244 


_ SUBSCRIPTION  INFORMATION 

Rates:  S  S  2/ 1  year  $21'2  years  $30/3years  Back  issues.  $3.50  each 
59  hardship  add  $3/vear  outside  US  4  for  $10 

[institutions:  $20/year] 

Make  check  payable  to:  COMMON  LIVES,  P.O.  Box  1553,  Iowa  City, 
IA  52244 

NAME: _ _ _ 

ADDRESS:  _ 

(Former  Address:  _ _ _ 

Please  begin  my  sub  with  number _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $ _ for _ years.  (US  dollars  only) 

1  am  also  sending  a  donation  of  $ _ 

GIFT  SUBSCR IP TIONS  are  «il  ways  a  good  idea.  1  f  you  want  a  special 
message  enclosed,  please  write  it  out  and  send  it  with  your  order. 


Fire  Island  Pines 

Buck  ’n  Beau’s  Bed  ’n  Board 

Quiet  luxury  resort  for  men  and  women 
on  the  world’s  finest  beach, 
with  no  cars. 

For  reservations  call  Seth  Kahn: 
516-597-6833  or  212-243-1468 


"...Bad  Altitude. ..is  <  ruder,  more 
irreverent  and  more  defiant  than  almost 
anything  I've  ever  seen  before,  and  that 
makes  it  just  plain  delightful." 

—THE  BODY  POLITIC 


"Bad  Attitude  promises  to  supply  the  lesbian  sex  readership  with  vet  more  rrotit 
fantasy,  but  seems  distinctive  in  offering  a  pofitital  perspective  to  the  sex  movement.” 
—GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


SEND  $8.00  FOR  THE  NEXT  THREE  ISSUES 


Name _ _  _ 

Address _ ' 

-  .  - - - Zip  _ . 

Sind  cheek  or  money  order  10:  Bad  Altitude,  c/o  GCN .  Box  69.167  1  remont  Street . 
5lh  Floor.  Boston.  MA.  02111 
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Revolutionaries  and  Romantics 


Tread  Softly 

Directed  by  Di  Andrew,  color,  27 
mins.,  1982,  Australia. 

On  Guard 

Directed  by  Susan  Lambert,  color, 
51  mins.,  1984,  Australia. 

Lesbian  characters  are  steadily 
gaining  time  in  front  of  the  camera 
—  from  soap  operas  to  Hollywood 
to  porn  videos.  Here  are  two  short 
Australian  films  which  don't  simp¬ 
ly  use  lesbians  as  incidental  titilla- 
tion  for  straight  viewers,  but  ac¬ 
tually  attempt  to  accurately  por¬ 
tray  lesbian  lives  to  lesbian  au¬ 
diences. 

By  Mara  Math 

The  Australian  film  On  Guard, 
directed  by  Susan  Lambert,  is  a 
tautly-paced,  lesbian-feminist 
thriller  that  drew  cheers. from  the 
audience  both  times  I  saw  it.  The 
film  tells  the  story  of  a  successful 
sabotage  effort  by  four  lesbian- 
feminists  directed  against  UTERO, 
a  reproductive  technologies 
facility  that  would  eventually 
eliminate  women  from  the  repro¬ 
ductive  process.  The  four  sabo¬ 
teurs  (saboteuses?)  record  their 
own  documentary  on  the  subject, 
to  be  delivered  with  their  com¬ 
munique  after  the  action  —  an  in¬ 
triguing  idea  in  itself,  and  one  that 
would  bear  further  exploration. 

The  urgency  of  the  plot  is 
heightened  when  one  of  the  four 
loses  her  diary,  possibly  in¬ 
criminating  all  of  them.  (It  wasn't 
clear  to  me  until  my  second  view¬ 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


ing  that  the  scenes  of  a  faceless 
man  finding  and  photocopying  the 
diary  are  Amelia's  worst  fantasies, 
and  not  some  parallel  part  of  the 
plot.) 

On  Guard  has  the  earmarks  of  a 
film  that  has  either  been 
overedited  or  one  where  the 
premise  and  context  are  so  clear 
to  the  creators  that  they  forget  to 
communicate  some  of  it  to  the  au¬ 
dience.  Seeing  it  twice  may  help 
other  viewers  catch  on  to  the  in¬ 
tricate  sabotage  plan  and  the 
quick  Australian  dialect. 

These  are  refreshingly  down-to- 
earth  revolutionaries.  They  live  in 
collective  households,  argue 
about  the  chores,  complain  about 
their  jobs,  and  agonize  over  their 
relationships.  On  Guard  offers 
humor,  politics,  and  the  most 
natural,  credible  lesbian  relation¬ 
ship  I've  seen  on  screen. 

The  advertising  blurb  for  the 
Australian  film  Tread  Softly  pro¬ 
mised  that  it  "affirmed  lesbian  life¬ 
styles."  I  can  only  suppose  the  fact 
that  the  two  lovers  could  be  any 
two  people  is  responsible  for  this 
promotion.  These  two  women  ex¬ 
ist  on  an  island,  as  far  as  we  can 
see.  They  have  no  mutual  friends, 
no  community,  no  history,  and 
damned  little  in  common.  Claire's 


son  is  conveniently  away  for  the 
brief  time  it  takes  this  relationship 
to  dissolve.  Claire's  work,  which 
enables  her  to  keep  a  rather  lux¬ 
urious  home,  is  never  explained  — 
perhaps  a  legal  secretary?  The  on¬ 
ly  sign  that  this  is  not  identical  to  a 
heterosexual  relationship  is  the 
slight  hint  that  Claire  must  be 
closeted  around  her  boss. 


Natalie  Bate  is  Angela,  a 
beautiful  young  dancer,  the  Blithe 


On  Guard 


Spirit  whose  role  it  is  to  bring  Fun 
into  stodgy,  older,  punctual 
Claire's  life.  Robyn  Given  gives  an 
extraordinary  performance  as 
Claire,  the  maternalistic  lover  who 
insists  on  performing  such  repre¬ 
hensible  activities  as  making  din¬ 
ner  and  answering  the  phone. 


FENWAV  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115  (617)  267-7573 


Open  Monday-Saturday  Appointment  necessary  -  evenings  available. 
Located  between  Auditorium  and  Symphony  Green  Line  T  stops, 
one  block  west  of  Massachusetts  Ave.  at  Berklee  College  of  Music. 

PATIENT-CENTERED  HEALTH  CARE  IS  OUR  HALLMARK 

Podiatry  •  General  Medicine  •  Family  Planning  •  Women's  Health 
•  Geriatrics  •  Mental  Health  •  Sports  Medicine  •  Nutrition  • 

Minor  Surgery  •  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  •  Dermatology 

-  24-HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  TO  ALL  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 

-  REASONABLE  FEES/PAYMENT  PLANS 

-  MAJOR  INSURANCE  AND  VISA/MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 


14  YEARS  OF  QUALITY  HEALTH  CARE  TO  BOSTON’S  LESBIAN/GAY 
COMMUNITY  AND  BACK  BACK  BAY/FENWAY  STUDENT  &  ELDERLY  RESIDENTS 


On  Guard 


When  this  couple  is  Having  Fun, 
romping  in  the  leaves  or  cuddling 
in  a  collapsed  tent  —  no,  there  is 
no  overt  anything  anywhere  —  it's 
cute,  but  too  self-consciously 
charming. 

The  film  hits  the  mark  occa¬ 
sionally  —  we  feel  a  bit  of  the 
claustrophobia  Claire  induces  in 
her  lover,  we're  shocked  when 
Angela  kisses  a  male  colleague  — 
but  all  too  often  the  film  shudders 
under  the  weight  of  heavy-handed 
cliches.  Angela  does  try  to  phone 
Claire  to  say  she'll  be  late,  but 


when  she  doesn't  reach  her,  she 
shrugs  and  literally  skips  —  ugh  — 
offscreen.  The  title  comes  from  the 
turning  point  of  the  film,  when  the 
Blithe  Spirit  stands  on  a  rock  in  the 
ocean  and  declaims  Yeats  in  a 
whisper:  "Tread  softly  when  you 
tread  on  my  dreams...."  The 
creative  camerawork  cannot 
redeem  this  film  from  its  triteness 
and  ageist  stereotyping.  When  the 
film  is  good,  it's  painfully  ac¬ 
curate;  when  it's  bad,  it's  painfully 
embarrassing. 


Dollar  Rent  a  Car 

Compare  &  Save 

Discover  the  Dollar  Difference 

Dollar  offers: 

•  Insurance  Replacement 

*  Unlimited  mileage 

■  Low,  low  rates 

■  Free  drop  offs  with  this  ad 

Located  at  39  Dalton  Street 
Back  Bay 

and  40  convenient  locations,  including: 
Provincetown  Ffyannis  Falmouth 

Call  523-5098  for  details 


BOSTON-AREA 

GAY/LESBIAN 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 


BUSINESS 

GUIDE 


DAVID  STOLER 
SKARDIS  MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATES 


LU 

O 

0 

(/) 

CO 

LU 

z 

CO 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTING/ 

BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 


AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
160  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 


BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 


1842  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-8585 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  St. 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 


CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 
Residential  &  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  St. 

Winthrop,  MA  02152 
(617)  846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY’S 

New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 


DENTISTRY 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 
Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 


INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 


GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
542-5188 


FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 
35  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass.  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  643-1112 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Bostoin,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 


REMODELING 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND  COM¬ 
PANY 

(617)  296-1770 


RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 


TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

NOBSCOTT  TRAVEL 
AND  SHUTTLE  SERVICE 
795  Water  St. 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
(617)  877-2278 
(617)235-2040 


T-SHIRT  PRINTING 


COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 


CHIROPRACTORS 

HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 


DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 


DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
678  Mass  Ave 
Suite  405 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
864-1197 


ELECTROLYSIS 

Judy  Feiner 
678  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-2019 


COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 
Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 


REAL  ESTATE 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.  INC. 
318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 


WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469. 
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Before  Stonewall: 


Before  Stonewall:  The  Making  of 
a  Gay  and  l  esbian  Community.  87 
minutes,  16  mm  color.  Executive 
Producer:  John  Scagliotti.  Direc¬ 
tor:  Greta  Schiller.  Co-Director: 
Robert  Rosenberg.  Editor:  Bill 
Daughton.  Archival  Research 
Director:  Andrea  Weiss.  Narrator: 
Rita  Mae  Brown. 

By  Patricia  A .  Gozemba 

Before  Stonewall,  a  feature- 
length  documentary  film  tracing 
the  social,  political,  and  cultural 
development  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  from  the  turn  of 
the  century  to  the  Stonewall  riots 
of  June,  1969,  presents  us  with  a 
version  of  our  roots.  Having 
already  received  in  March  1985  the 
Filmex  Award  for  Best  American 
Independent  Feature  Film  in  the 
Non-Fiction  category,  this  film  ap¬ 
pears  destined  to  be  a  winner.  Like 
the  Academy  Award-winning  The 
Life  and  Times  of  Harvey  Milk, 
this  inspirational  film  can  make  all 
of  us  enormously  proud  of  our 
heritage. 

Using  archival  footage  and  still 
photos  from  both  our  own  and  the 
mass  media’s  portrayal  of  our 
community,  as  well  as  contem¬ 
porary  filmed  recollections  of  the 
past,  Greta  Schiller  presents  an 
eclectic  view  of  lesbian  and  gay 


history  interwoven  with  a  larger 
cultural  context. 

The  film  is  a  must-see  not 
because  it  actually  comes  up  with 
any  analysis  that  reflects  a  break¬ 
through  in  the  thinking  about  our 
past,  but  rather,  because  it 
presents,  in  a  slick,  fast-paced, 
entertaining,  and  highly  accessible 
fashion,  the  discoveries  that  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  history  projects  like 
those  in  San  Francisco,  New  York, 
Buffalo,  D.C.,  and  Boston  have 
been  coming  up  with  during  the 
past  eight  years  or  so.  It  further 
brings  to  light  the  work  that 
pioneers  like  Jonathan  Katz 
brought  into  print  in  Gay 
American  History  and  the 
Gay/Lesbian  Almanac  and  that 
Del  Martin  and  Phyllis  Lyon 
described  in  Lesbian  Woman.  To 
see  much  of  that  information  pre¬ 
sented  so  well  is  a  joy. 

Appropriately  enough,  the  film 
opens  with  Ronald  Reagan  in  a 
cross-dressing  musical.  Towards 
the  conclusion  of  the  film  we  are 
treated  to  hearing  our  venerable 
leader,  forty  years  later,  describe 
homosexuality  in  his  inimitable 
faltering  rhetoric,  “I  happen  to 
subscribe  to  the  belief  that  it  is  a 
tragic  illness,  a  neurosis.”  In 
many  ways  Reagan’s  attitude 


Falling  Out  Of  Love 

means  mourning  the  past.  .  .wondering  where  you 
failed  letting  go  of  old  dreams .  .  .  rebuilding  a 
shattered  life. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund, 
Janice  Platner,  Lynda  Brack 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Discrimination 

•  Probate  of  Estates 


•  Estate  Planning 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Relationship  Agreements 

•  Civil  Litigation 

•  General  Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 

617-266-0760 


A  Proud  70-Year  Heritage 


from  Before  Stonewall:  cruising 
in  the  '50s 


towards  homosexuality  accurately 
captures  the  divine  U.S. 
schizophrenia  about  homosexuali¬ 
ty:  when  you  can  make  money  off 
an  unempowered  minority  and 
keep  them  in  their  place,  fine,  but 
as  soon  as  those  folks  look 
organized,  articulate,  and  deter¬ 
mined,  characterize  them  as  de¬ 
viant.  Before  Stonewall  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  can  make  us  all  feel 
proud  to  be  deviants. 

Organized  chronologically,  the 
film  begins  searching  for  our  roots 
at  the  turn  of  the  century  in  what 
Harry  Hays  calls  “the  world  of  the 


demi-monde, ...the  twilight  world 
of  artists.”  Not  surprisingly,  the 
center  of  that  world  then  as  now 
was  San  Francisco  and  New  York; 
places  where  being  different  was 
tolerated.  Our  culture  was  not 
without  its  pain,  though,  for  Doris 
Smith,  who  looks  today  like  a  pro¬ 
per  motherly  figure,  reminds  us 
that  being  a  lesbian  was  “ap¬ 
propriate  grounds  for  putting  you 
in  a  mental  hospital.” 

The  Twenties  ushered  in  a 
liberation  of  sorts,  born  in  part 
with  women’s  attaining  the  vote 
and  in  general  with  the  post-war 
economic  boom  and  new  attitudes 
towards  sex.  This  film  does  a  par¬ 
ticularly  good  job  of  portraying 
the  connections  in  New  York  be¬ 
tween  the  Black  and  lesbian  and 
gay  communities.  The  recollec¬ 
tions  of  Mabel  Hampton  about 
her  experiences  in  the  Garden  of 
Joy  club  with  other  women  “in  the 
life,”  like  Ethel  Waters,  Bessie 
Smith,  and  Alberta  Hunter,  and 
Richard  Nugent’s  stories  about 
Gladys  Bently,  an  enormously 
popular  Black  piano  player  who 
always  dressed  in  men’s  clothes 
and  even  went  off  to  Atlantic  City 
to  marry  her  girlfriend,  make  clear 
the  relationship  between  our  com¬ 
munities.  As  Hampton  said  of 


many  of  the  clubs  in  Harlem,  “the 
places  were  not  gay  but  they  were 
open,”  and  in  that  open  society 
gay  men  and  lesbians  achieved  ac¬ 
ceptance. 

With  the  economic  depression 
of  the  1930s  came  a  tightening  of 
the  acceptance  of  a  more  public 
presence  of  homosexuality.  Plays 
like  The  Captive  and  The 
Children ’s  Hour  created  a  stir  even 
in  New  York.  By  1935,  the  Motion 
Picture  Industry’s  Code  banned  all 
references  to  homosexuality,  an 
apparent  response  to  Oscar 
Wilde’s  Salome,  which  was  per¬ 
formed  by  a  reputedly  all-gay  cast. 

The  message  that  German  sex¬ 
ologist  Magnus  Hirschfeld 
brought  to  this  country  in  the  1930s 
was  an  extremely  optimistic  one 
describing  the  advances  of 
homosexual  liberationists  in  Ger¬ 
many,  but  a  few  years  later  most  of 
those  emancipationists  were  in 
concentration  camps.  World  War 
II  did  become,  however,  the  major 
factor  in  this  country  for  freeing 
lesbians  and  gay  men  from  provin¬ 
cial  constraints  and  for  drawing 
them  to  locales  where  they  could 
shape  communities.  Building  in 
particular  on  the  work  of  John 
d’Emilio’s  Sexual  Politics,  Sexual 
Communities:  The  Making  of  a 
continued  on  next  page 


OUR  BODIES  WILL  FUEL 
YOUR  HOTTEST  DESIRES. 
OUR  TALK  WILL 
BLOW  YOU  AWAY. 


telerojtc 

1-213-386-0448 

FREE  CALL  BACKS  •  24  HOUR  SERVICE 

MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  MUST  BE  OVER  18 


JOIN  1,000  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  CATHOLICS  IN  NEW  YORK 


At  Dignity’s  Seventh  Biennial  Convention, 
August  22-25,  the  theme  “No  Turning  Back: 
Lead  Us  On,  O  Lord”  will  be  addressed  by  nationally  known 
speakers  such  as  Rev.  Daniel  Berrigan  and  Dr.  Mary  Hunt.  Includes 
dinner  dance,  receptions,  piano  bar,  liturgies  and  choose  from 
over  40  workshops.  $135  fee  covers  all  programs  and  two  meals 
(accommodations  additional).  For  more  information:  P.O.  Box 
1853C,  Murray  Hill  Station,  New  York,  NY  10156.  Registration  closes 
June  30,  or  when  filled. 

Exhibition  booths  available — write  for  information. 
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Homosexual  Minority  in  the 
United  States,  1940-1970  and 
Allan  Berube’s  slide  show,  March¬ 
ing  to  a  Different  Drummer,  the 
film  highlights  in  a  very  clear  way 
the  enormous  impact  of  World 
War  II  on  the  emergence  of  the  gay 
community  in  major  U.S.  cities. 

The  war  brought  men  and 
women  together  in  same-sex  en¬ 
vironments,  and  there  our 
ancestors  found  each  other.  Bars 
catering  to  essentially  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  clienteles  opened  in  port 
cities.  Women  took  over  male  oc¬ 
cupations  and  had  cultural  permis¬ 
sion  to  wear  pants  and  cut  their  hair 
short.  Even  drag  queens  joined  the 
service  and  the  army  put  many  of 
them  in  a  travelling  drag  show  to 
entertain  the  boys;  the  show  at¬ 
tained  such  popularity  that  it  was 
eventually  made  into  a  film.  The 
clips  in  Before  Stonewall  are 
hilarious. 

One  of  the  most  touching  and 
funny  stories  in  the  film  is  told  by  a 
lesbian,  Johnnie  Phelps,  who  re¬ 
counts  having  been  told  by  Eisen¬ 
hower  to  “ferret  out  the  lesbians” 
in  her  battalion.  Her  response  to 
Ike  was,  “If  it  will  please  the 
general,  sir,  I’d  be  glad  to  do  it, 
but  the  first  name  on  the  list  will  be 
mine.”  At  that  moment  Eisen¬ 
hower’s  secretary,  who  was  in  the 


room,  said,  “No,  my  name  will  be 
first  on  the  list.”  After  having 
been  told  that  close  to  97  percent 
of  the  women  were  lesbians,  Eisen¬ 
hower  told  Phelps  to  “forget  the 
order.” 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
the  returning  vets  settled  in  the 
port  cities  to  find  companionship 
in  the  growing  gay  communities 
and  to  escape  their  families  which 
would  be  critical  of  their  lifestyles. 
The  times  were  temporarily 
liberal,  in  large  part  because  of  the 
staggering  moral  dilemmas  of  the 
bomb  and  the  concentration 
camps  with  which  everyone  was 
confronted  at  least  at  a  sub¬ 
conscious  level.  A  widespread 
questioning  of  morals  took  place 
and  the  Kinsey  report  made  it  clear 
that  homosexuality  and  lesbianism 
were  prevalent  in  our  society. 

A  brief  period  of  enlightened 
public  discussion  on  issues  of  sex¬ 
uality  was  followed  by  the  Mc¬ 
Carthy  witchhunts,  the  trial  over 
Allen  Ginsberg’s  Howl,  and  Eisen¬ 
hower’s  Executive  Order  10450, 
which  barred  homosexuals  from 
federal  employment.  Our  com¬ 
munity  rose  to  the  challenges  of 
those  times:  in  the  1950s  the 
Mattachine  Society  and  the 
Daughters  of  Bilitis  were  founded; 
the  American  Civil  Liberties 


Union  fought  and  won  the  censor¬ 
ship  battle  over  Howl\  and  Frank 
Kameny  began  his  fight  against  the 
government’s  restrictive  employ¬ 
ment  practices  for  homosexuals. 
Publications  like  the  Mattachine 
Review,  One,  and  The  Ladder,  as 
well  as  thousands  of  novels  on  gay 
and  lesbian  themes,  reified  the 
culture  and  brought  it  to  those  not 
in  the  big  cities.  In  Before 
Stonewall  Barbara  Grier,  a  former 


from  Before  Stonewall:  man  or 
woman,  what  do  you  think? 


editor  of  The  Ladder,  recounts  in¬ 
cisively  the  role  that  literature 
played  in  the  development  of  the 
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PLE AS  E 

JOIN  US! 


The  Greater  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Interfaith  Coalition 


Extends  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  Boston  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual  commu¬ 
nity  as  well  as  their  children,  families,  supporters  and  friends  of  gay  causes 
to  our 

Eighth  Annual  Pride  Service  on 
Saturday,  June  15, 1985  at  10  AM 
at  Arlington  Street  Church 

Boylston  and  Arlington  Streets  in  Boston. 

Guest  Speaker:  Rabbi  Linda  Holtzman  from  Philadelphia. 


Sponsoring  Organizations: 

Affirmation  (Methodist)  •  Am  Tikva,  Boston's  Community  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Jews  •  Boston 

ro7,flklmw7VeKa'St  nr  a£d  Lesbians  *  Dignity/Boston  (Roman  Catholics)  •  Friends 
.  ?h  A  Q3n  ,23y  <?°"cerns)  ’  Gay  People  in  Christian  Science  •  Integrity  (Episco- 
r  Jrn  lonlan  Society  (Greek  Orthodox)  •  Lutherans  Concerned  (New  England)  •  Metropoli- 

l,Cn,rTS  ChA  °,,Bos!°"  *  °ld  Cambrid9e  Baptist  Church  •  Seventh-day  Adventist 
International  (Kinship)  •  United  Church  of  Christ  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns 


^  ALL  MUSIC!  ALL  FUN!  ALL  RAVES! 

“  FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  MAY  BE  THE 
BEST  THING  TO  HIT  BOSTON  SINCE 
‘A  CHORUS  LINE,’  ‘EVITA,’  'LA  CAGE 
AUX  FOLLES,'  DREAMGIRLS,’  AND 
‘FIDDLER’ ...  A  WICKED  DELIGHT!” 

— Kovln  K*lly,  totton  Glob* 

“FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  IS  A  HIT!” 

—Chuck  Krocmcr,  WCVt-TV 


“A  SPECIAL 
EVENING  ON 
THE  TOWN!” 

-Frank  Dolan,  WIEI 


“WONDERFUL .  .  . 
FUN  .  .  .  NON-STOP 
SIDE-SPLITTING!” 

— Joyc*  Kuthawlk. 
WiZ-TV 


357-8384 

/"TH£n 

_Jf€ met  ROOML 

mm  BOSTON  \>m  piaz^i 


Sunday,  June  30th,  1985 

*  *  *  *  * 

Honor  Our  Past... 

Secure  Our  Future 


introducing : 


Parade  Commemorative  Wine 

Ask  for  it  at  your  local  liquor  store, 
restaurant  or  bar 

1982  Cabernet  Sauvignon  1984  Sauvignon  Blanc 
by  Pride  &  Unity  Wine  Cellars 


★ 


SEND  FOR  FREE  BROCHURE 

Lesbian/Gay  Freedom  Day  Committee 


584  Castro  Street  #1985  San  Francisco,  California  94114 


★ 

(415)  861-5404 


★ 


culture. 

Audre  Lorde’s  recollection  of 
being  part  of  “the  gay  girls’  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  beatniks”  in  Greenwich 
Village  in  the  ’50s  makes  it  ap¬ 
parent  that  the  gay  and  lesbian 
culture  survived  despite  the 
massive  efforts  of  straight  society 
to  destroy  it.  As  Lorde  and  Maua 
Adele  Ajanaku  point  out, 
however,  it  was  not  a  politically 
conscious  subculture  that  dealt  in 
any  way  with  the  issues  of  racism 
and  anti-semitism. 

Ironically,  Lorde  notes  that  it 
was  the  Black  Power  and  Civil 
Rights  Movements  which 
ultimately  taught  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  movement  to  organize  and 
about  the  necessity  of  dealing  with 
race  issues.  White  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  who  were  part  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Movement  eventually 
gained  the  courage  to  fight  homo- 
phobic  discrimination  while  not 
letting  go  of  the  race  issue. 

In  1961  the  run  of  Jose  Sarria, 
the  famous  Black  Cat  Club  per¬ 
former  in  San  Francisco,  for  city 
supervisor  marked  an  era  of  in¬ 
creasing  boldness  in  our  communi¬ 
ty.  Although  Sarria  did  not  win,  he 
sparked  public  discussion.  Sarria’s 
bold,  flamboyant  courage  was 
matched  by  the  determination  of 
people  like  Frank  Kameny  and 


Barbara  Gittings,  who  organized 
pickets  at  the  White  House  and  the 
State  Department  in  the  mid-1960s 
and  firmly  insisted  on  the  position 
that  homosexuality  was  not  a  men¬ 
tal  illness. 

The  hippie  movement,  along 
with  all  the  other  liberation 
movements  of  the  1960s,  built  to 
the  revolution  led  by  the  drag 
queens  at  Stonewall  in  June,  1969. 
While  that  riot  marks  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  most  clearly  iden¬ 
tifiable  gay  and  lesbian  liberation 
movement  of  this  century  in  this 
country,  the  film  shows  us  how 
that  moment  was  really  the 
culmination  of  almost  70  years  of 
organizing. 

Before  Stonewall  is  a  treasure  of 
which  we  can  be  very  proud.  The 
film  is  our  history  and  it  is 
presented  eloquently  and  with 
humor;  it  is  the  kind  of  history 
lesson  that  could  have  turned  us  all 
into  historians.  The  hour  and  a 
half  running  time  flies  by.  Good 
directing,  skilled  editing,  and  very 
respectable  research  combine  to 
make  this  a  most  compelling  story 
of  our  very  brave  community. 


Before  Stonewall  will  be  showing  at 
the  Nickelodeon  May  24-May  31,  and 
at  the  Orson  Welles  May  31-June  4. 


AN  OPENAIR  FESTIVAL- 
IN  CELEBRATION  OF  WOMEN  ARTISTS 

UUf/S/S 

June  22  &  23,  1985 

Washington  D.  C. 

Terr  on  [  i  Mischief  Mime\_\  Edwina  Tyler 

Faith  Pe tried  The  Moving  Star  Hall  Singers 
Kate  ClintondSweet  Honey  In  The  Rock 
Urban  Bush  WomendCasselberry  &  Dupree 
Lillian  AllendSplit  Britches □  Susan 
Freundlich  dand  more. . . 

Tickets  (in  advance):  1  day  $16./2  days  $24. 
(gate):  1  day  $17/2  days  $27. 

For  info:  Roadwork,  Inc.,  Box  SF, 

1475  Harvard  St.,  N.W.,  Wash  D.C.  20009 
(202)  234-9308 
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Now  open! 

DOWNTOWN 

CAFE 


12  LaGrange  Street  —  Boston  338-7037 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Sponsored  by 
Front  Runners  NY 
and  the 

New  York  Native 


Saturday,  June  29, 1985 
9:30  am 

Central  Park,  Five  Miles 

OPEN  TO 
EVERYONE 


Certified,  TAC-sanctioned  course. 
With  the  cooperation  of  the  New 
York  City  Department  of  Parks  & 
Recreation  and  the  New  York  Road 
Runners  Club. 


Awards  in  all  age  categories. 
T-Shirts  to  all  finishers.  Drawing 
for  merchandise  prizes  from 
among  all  entrants. 

To  receive  an  entry  form  or  for 
more  information  about  Front  Run¬ 
ners  NY,  send  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope  to:  Front 
Runners  NY,  Box  363-H,  Village 
Station,  New  York,  NY  10014  or 
call  (212)  340*8900. 


German  Suicide  Film 


continued  from  page  12 

caucuses  (gay  doctors,  gay  social 
workers,  etc.)  —  "which  deal  in 
relation  to  the  outside  world  to 
show  outrage  ...  not  a  basic  gay 
movement."  He  wondered 
whether  the  connection  of  the  late 
sixties  and  through  the  seventies 
had  really  been  a  movement  for 
radical  social  change  or  just  a 
search  to  find  others  like 
ourselves. 

Although  von  der  Marwitz 
pointed  to  the  climate  of  the 
eighties  and  the  growing  conser¬ 
vatism  which  he  said  was  also  tak¬ 
ing  place  in  Germany,  he  found 
the  reaction  to  him  was  some¬ 
times  harsher  from  political  pro¬ 
gressives  than  conservatives.  "A 
lot  of  Social  Democrats  and  Die 
Grunen  (the  Green  Party)  hate  this 
film.  They  feel  Ciarres  doesn't 
reflect  gay  people  in  the  way  their 
agenda  calls  for.  It  always  turns  in¬ 
to  a  discussion  of  gays  in  relation 
to  straight  people."  Marwitz  felt 
that  minority  groups  fulfill  a 
specific  role  for  political  agendas 
and  that  homosexuals  represented 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc. .  etc  .  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too! ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 
SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas. 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida,  Gedrgia.  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee, 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut, 
Oelaware,  District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world:  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada;  men's  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail ;  your-  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


sex  to  the  left  in  the  Bundesrepub- 
lik  —  "Whatever  is  anti-state  or 
anti-government  is  good."  Gay 
people  are  tolerated  if  they  repre¬ 
sent  and  fulfill  their  role.  He  found 
it  irksome  that  so  many  gays  have 
accepted  that  representation  of 
themselves,  and  that  they  didn't 
look  at  Ciarres  as  an  artform,  going 
directly  to  what  it  represented, 
politically. 

"This  situation  represses  feel¬ 
ings,  which  are  the  very  definition 
of  freedom.  If  you  break  this  roje 
or  new  code  of  'freedom,'  then 
everyone  is  against  you."  His  feel¬ 
ing  about  the  situation  in  the  r 
Bundesrepublik  was  that  political 
progressives  were  using  homosex¬ 
uals  as  a  political  weapon.  "Ah. 
Those  poor  human  beings  with  a 
bloody  history,  always  perse¬ 
cuted.  If  they  are  not  disturbing, 
they  are  human  beings  like  we 
are."  To  von  der  Marwitz  this 
means  that  if  heterosexuals  (the 
majority)  give  the  freedom  to  the 
homosexual  minority  to  stay  alive, 
they  can  create  another  law  on 
how  they  can  stay  alive. 

On  the  issue  of  the  death  of  the 
gay  lovers  in  Ciarres,  the  film's 
portrayal  of  death  didn't  fit  into, 
the  German  left's  agenda  —  a 
group  which  usually  views  suicide' 
as  a  statement  of  individual 
freedom.  Von  der  Marwitz  himself 
felt  that  most  stories  end  with 
tragic  conflict  and  that  death 
could  be  very  didactic.  When  con¬ 
nected  with  a  minority  group, 
however,  the  issue  of  death  and 
suicide  takes  on  a  different  mean¬ 
ing  because  the  left  feels  that 
"they  don't  have  the  freedom  to 
decide  what  freedom  is." 

Von  der  Marwitz  reflected  on 
the  American  opposition  to  his 
film  stoically.  "Sure,  the  people 
were  shouting,  but  it  was  good 


that  there  was  a  reaction."  In  spite 
of  what  he  viewed  as  a  "gay  inner- 
family  quarrel,  the  film  deals  a  lot 
with  feelings  in  a  gay  'community' 
that  has  seen  AIDS  become  a 
fence  between  everything,  and 
where  all  moral  discussions 
become  directed  at  promiscuity. 
There  is  so  much  uncertainty  in 
German  gay  magazines;  every¬ 
thing  ends  up  with  AIDS.  I  see  the 
same  here  —  there  is  much 
hysteria.  Meetings  are  always 
reactions  rather  than  initiative." 

I  had  to  agree.  Because  of  AIDS, 
the  resurgent  right  and  other 
threats,  many  of  us  would  like  to 
see  only  "positive"  films  with  gay 
male  characters  living  in  a  never- 
never  land.  How  good  could  that 
possibly  be  for  us  as  a  community? 

The  political  gay  community  has 
become  too  reactive  —  always 
reacting  to  the  epidemic,  the 
Moral  Majority,  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration,  anti-lesbian/gay 
violence  —  never  exploring  our¬ 
selves,  taking  the  initiative  as  to 
what  we  are  doing  and  where  we 
are  going.  Maybe  Ciarres  is  hitting 
them  where  they've  never  been 
hit  before  and  they  don't  know 
how  to  deal  with  it.  For  the  majori¬ 
ty  of  gay  men  who  are  not 
political,  it  seems  that  they  want 
continual  gay  versions  of  Love 
Story  in  which  gay  characters  con¬ 
form  to  traditional  and  sexist 
gender  roles. 

It  seems  we've  fallen  into  a  well- 
worn  path  that  isn't  too  comfort¬ 
able  but  it  is  less  threatening  than 
the  unknown.  Risks  are  threaten¬ 
ing  in  a  time  of  economic,  politi¬ 
cal,  spiritual  and  environmental 
uncertainty,  but  they  have  to  be 
taken  if  we  are  to  grow  and  survive 
—  not  only  as  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  but  as  human  beings. 


Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
II  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  lor  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
lormula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 


LOLA 

I'm  mad  for  you.. 

Look  into  my  eyes 
Touch  my  face 
Kiss  me  forever,  (/if! 


amore  infinito 
cielito 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

Mousie  and  Porcupine  love  thier  friends 
but  even  the  longest  epic  ends 
and  the  river  of  life  has  many  bends 
so  the  time  has  come  to  leave. 

We  love  you  as  we  did  before 

and  we've  lots  of  adventures  still  in 

store 

but  we  cannot  stay  here  any  more 
and  we  hope  you  will  not  grieve. 

All  my  love, 
Porcupine. 

(note:  “Mousie"  will  continue  after 
moving  to  Bay  Windows. 


Disabled  grk  psv.  GBM  seeks  man  in 
late  teens  or  early  20's.  Call  Randy 
787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  Be  discreet. 
No  one  night  stands.  (c) 

Students  have  exchanged  their  most 
privade  nude  "up  &  coming"  nude 
photos  for  badly  needed  bucks!  Send 
$5  (refundable)  for  photo  sets  Catalog  & 
Candid  Sample!  STUDENT  BODY, 
18653  Ventura  Bl.,  No.  444,  Tarzana,  CA 
91356 _ (46) 

GWF  wants  to  know-  Is  there  a  mature 
woman,  out  there,  capable  of  great 
love?  Box  182 _  (46) 


Boston  are  prof  LF  29  seeks  fun-loving 
and  active  LF  interested  in  spirituality, 
social  justice  issues,  good  conversa¬ 
tion,  camping  trips,  running,  dining, 
concerts,  movies  and  love.  Box  190  (46) 


If  you  need  me  call  me:  1-774-1254 
(northshore).  Just  call  my  name,  ooo 
Michael,  I’ll  be  there,  on  that  you  can 
depend,  don’t  worry  I’m  24  6'  husky, 
blonde/blue,  gdlks.  You?  GM  23-40  no 
bars,  drugs,  1  nites  love  to  cuddle?  (46) 
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SERVICES 


PETS 


LESBIANS-LONELY? 

Satire  Systems  offers  discount  to 
women  in  N.E.  Send  now  for  free  info. 
National  Computerized  Introductions. 
P.O.  Box  998-514  El  Segundo,  CA 
90245 _ (48) 

LF,  32,  grad  student  in  humanities,  af¬ 
fectionate,  lively,  political;  lover  of 
cooking,  dancing,  conversation  seeks 
relationship  spacious  enough  to  em- 
bace  work  and  friends.  Looking  for 
warm-hearted  L  30+  self-aware,  pur¬ 
poseful,  with  keen  intellect,  humor  and 
desire  for  committed  relationship.  Box 
189 _ (45) 

DANCE  YOUR  ASS  OFF 
Sushi,  Thai,  Moer;  sci  fi,  Godel,  Escher, 
Bach,  Manhattan  Transfer,  gym,  MFA, 
27,  Boston,  teddy  bear,  5'5",  solid, 
seeks  romance.  Looks  count.  Box 
187 _ (46) 

SNAZZY,  DANCING  45  YO  LESBIAN 
WHAT  A  GEM! 

Joyful  lesbian  feminist/professional, 
north  of  Boston,  with  an  already  rich 
and  full  life  longs  for  a  committed  love 
to  share  beach  walks,  long  talks  and 
lengthy  sensual  interludes.  All 
health/loving,  life/loving/,  fun/loving, 
open  and  introspective  lesbians  please 
apply.  Box  188 _ (46) 


LET’S  HAVE  SAFE  SEX  TODAY 

GM  36  love  to  cuddle,  smooch  and  have 
safe  sex.  Write  today  with  desc.  and 
photo.  Box  455  89  Mass.  Ave.  Boston 
MA  02115  _ (47) 


TOP  WANTED 

For  WM  5'10",  hung,  hot,  GP/FA.  You: 
hung  with  staying  power,  25-45.  Let’s 
see  what  happens.  Your  place.  No  fats 
of  ferns.  Box  191  (47) 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
Number  (be  sure  that  it  is  not  an  out¬ 
side  box);  people  sometimes  make  that 
mistake  and  do  not  reach  the  desired 
recipient)  send  to  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111,  Atten¬ 
tion  Classifieds  Box 


Down  to  earth,  humorous,  caring, 
musical,  sensual  woman  (age  27)  wants 
to  meet  other  evolving  women  who 
have  room  in  their  lives  for  a  close 
friendship  or  intimate  relationship.  I 
love  to  spend  a  lot  of  time  outdoors,  ex¬ 
plore  new  places,  go  camping,  hike, 
ride  the  waves,  dance  and  just  hang 
out.  Most  of  all  I  want  to  keep  opening 
up  to  new  experiences  and  learning  all  I 
can.  P.O.  Box  1102,  Cambridge,  MA 
02142 _ (46) 

BALLOONS 

Charles  Street  residents  join  the  sixth 
annual  balloon  brigade  on  Gay  Pride. 
We  need  your  windows  and  roofs.  Call 
Bob  Andrews  723-2725,  late  evenings, 
or  write  81  Charles  Street  Boston,  MA 
02114. 

DISCRIMINATED  AGAINST? 

Have  you  been  excluded  from  or  carded 
by  a  Boston  area  gay  establishment 
because  of  your  color?  Contact  BWMT 
thru  the  Lesbian  &  Gay  Hot  Line 
(617)426-9371,  6pm-Midnight,  Monday 
thru  Friday. _ (45) 


•ay* 
Lesbian 

“EXCLUSIVELY” 

Serving  all 
New  England 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826 


PERSONAL  MEDICAL  CARE 

General  medical  care;  sports  medicine, 
and  sexually  transmitted  disease  treat¬ 
ment.  Private  medical  office.  Confiden¬ 
tial  and  non-judgmental.  R.  Taylor,  M.D. 
1755  Beacon  Street  Brookline  232-1459 


We  are  two  women  who  are  forming  a 
feminist  support  group  for  work  related 
issues,  sharing,  problem  solving. 
Please  be  self-aware,  articulate,  able  to 
make  time  commtmt.  For  info  call 
776-7658  or  628-6007. 


Gray  fluffy  cat  needs  home.  Spayed 
female  barely  saved  from  the  MSPCA. 
Please  call  Hershey  661-6771 _ (47) 


EMPLOYMENT 

WANTED 


TROUBLED  GAYS-LESBIANS 

Psychotherapy  helps  after  you're 
out.  There  are  still  the  usual 
feelings  of  depression, 
loneliness  and  just  plain  misery. 

Call  Ruth  Chessman 
(617)  964-2510 _ (49) 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988. 

LF-stylist.  10  years  exp.  haircuts  my 
place  -JP.  $10  and  up.  Leave  message. 
522-1876. _ (45) 

LF  copy  ed/proofreader/researcher.  7 
years  exp.  Leave  message.  522-1876 
(45) 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE  IN 
YOUR  ROOM? 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights,  help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre¬ 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door. _ (c) 

PUBLICATIONS 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St„  NY  NY  10011, _ (ex) 

JAMES  WHITE  REVIEW 

A  gay  men's  literary  quarterly  publishes 
interviews  Quentin  Crisp  Robert  Patrick 
Poets  Ian  Young  Jim  Holmes  Antler 
Steve  Abbott  Prose  Richard  Hall  John 
Gilgun  new  voices  subscribe  $6  a  year 
sample  copy  $2.  PO  Box  3356  Traffic 
Station,  Mpls,  MN  55403  Submissions 
welcome  send  SASE. 

OFF  OUR  BACKS  —  celebrating  15 
years  of  radical  feminist  journalism. 
We  bring  feminist  national/interna¬ 
tional  news,  analysis  and  reviews  each 
month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs);  $20  institutional  fee. 
Free  sample!  Write  Off  Our  Backs, 
Dept.  GCN,  1841  Columbia  Rd,  NW,  Rm 

212,  Washington,  D  C.  20009.  (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

Nat’l.  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M. 
Diverse,  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact, 
fiction  &  photos.  $11/yr.  single  issues 
$3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for 
info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 
_ (44) 

MATRICES:  A  Lesbian-Feminist 
Research  Newsletter.  $3/yr  (3  issues).  J. 
Zita,  Managing  Editor,  Women's 
Studies,  492  Ford  Hall,  U.Minn.,  Mpls, 
MN  55455. _ (ex) 


MOVERS _ 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year. 
NO  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


NO  BETTER  GRADUATION  GIFT! 

Give  a  Swedish  massage.  Call  Robin 
Ray  522-2184. _ _ (48) 

HTLV-III  EDUCATION 

You  may  not  want  to  be  tested,  but  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  has 
the  information  you  need  on 

HTLV-III  Antibody  screening 
AIDS 
Safer  Sex 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
has  served  your  community  for  15 
years.  Call  267-0159  for  more  informa¬ 
tion  or  appointment. 

WOMEN'S  BARTER  NETWORK 
Short  on  cash,  but  have  lots  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women’s  organizations/busi¬ 
nesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to: 
Women’s  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992.  (62) 

TRAVEL  AGENCIES 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 


GF  VOCALIST 

Versatile,  successful  front  vocalist 
can’t  stomach  straight  circuit.  Seeks  to 
join  gay/lesbian  working  band  for  week- 
end/summergay  gigs.  Box  183  (48) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Clean  your  house  or  apt  or  small  of¬ 
fices.  10  room  max.  Excellent  ref.  Call 
641-4665  from  10-5.  Leave  message.  (47) 

EMPLOYERS 

GWM,  28,  is  trying  to  relocate  to 
Boston.  Currently  am  an  assistant  to  an 
executive  vice  president  of  national 
trade  assoc  in  DC.  If  you  can  offer 
employment  phone  (202)  328-3923 
eves/wkends  or  write  1401  N  St.  NW 
#411  Washington  DC  20005 _ (48) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Freelance  experienced  graphic  artist 
needed  to  assist  in  production  of  Lunar 
calendar  during  June  and  July.  Call 
Nancy  at  542-9057  or  Jean  (eve.)  at 
522-3278.  (c) 

SUMMER  JOB 

Looking  for  an  interesting  even  exciting 
job  in  a  feminist  organization?  We  need 
women  who  are  committed  to  ending 
violence  against  women  for  door-to- 
door  fundraising/outreach  work.  Hours 
2-10  Mon.-Fri.  Salary  plus  commission 
(150-300/wk).  Call  497-7237  ask  for 
Deb _ (47) 

Personal  Care  Attendant  Wanted.  I 
have  CP  and  need  someone  to  help 
with  light  housekeeping  and  shopping. 

2  hours  in  eves.  &  weekends  am  &  pm. 
Info:  524-0569.  tr.) 


Housekeeper/maintenance  person 
wanted  for  women-owned  country  inn 
in  New  Hampshire.  Start  July.  Call  the 
Highlands  Inn  at  (603)  869-3978.  (47) 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 

PATIENT  SERVICES  MANAGER 

This  highly  visible  department  is 
responsible  for  scheduling  patients, 
managing  patient  flow,  compiling 
statistical,  insurance  and  revenue  data, 
collecting  cash  payments.  The 
manager  supervises  7  staff  and  must 
be  highly  motivated  to  handle  this  com¬ 
plex  and  quick  paced  position. 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  a  community  based  health  care 
facility  serving  the  gay,  student  and 
elderly  communities.  We  offer  com¬ 
petitive  salaries  and  good  fringe 
benefits.  Send  resume  to  A.  Knopp  by 
June  7,  1985. 


GRANTSWRITER 

GCN  seeks  an  experienced  grants- 
writer  for  research/proposal  writing  on 
ad  hoc  basis.  Knowledge  of  progres¬ 
sive  foundations  &  GCN  preferred.  10% 
commission.  Letters  of  application  to 
Grantswriter  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111  by 
June  15.  Gay  men/lesbians  of  color  par¬ 
ticularly  urged  to  apply. 

Downtown  Cafe  seeks  help  waiting, 
cleaning,  bookkeeping  position.  Please 
apply  in  person  or  call  between  2-6. 
338-7037,  Dan _ (44) 

SPECIALS 

ARCHITECT 

Seeks  1  or  2  other  architects  to  share 

n  n  ™!PoaCe  and  e^uiPment  expenses. 
Call  926-8326  for  details. _ (Cj 

WOMEN’S  POETRY  AND  FICTION 
WRITING  GROUP 

meet  every  0,her  week. 
Call  666-2645  or  522-2104  if  in¬ 
terested. _ 

GCN  SPECIALS 


ARTISTS  ILLUSTRATORS  DESIGNERS 
GCN  needs  some  new  and  exciting 
graphics  to  grace  our  covers  and 
features  stories.  Call  (or  write)  now  and 
ask  for  Jean.  If  Jean  is  not  in  leave  your 
name  and  number  and  what  type  of  art 
you  do.  Be  in  our  pool  of  artists. 
426-4469.  (c) 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you’ve  read  and  don't  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  fo?  “crimes  of 
love”  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

SLEEPING  BAG,  ANYONE? 

GCN  staffer  in  need  of  sleeping  bag.  If 
you  have  one  in  your  “attic”  that  you’ll 
never  use,  let  me  know.  I’ll  pay  parcel 
postage  to  ship.  Thanks,  Mike. 

Gay  Community  News  needs  help  on 
Friday  nights  mailing  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Come  and  help:  it's  easy, 
it’s  fun,  it's  a  good  way  to  meet  people, 
and  it’s  a  good  way  to  get  involved  with 
your  community's  paper.  Just  come 
anytime  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont 
Street,  5th  floor  (between  the  Bylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops).  If  the  door  is 
locked,  buzz  us  on  the  GCN  intercom 
located  outside  the  door.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  call  Marcos  at 
426-4469.  (c) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


.APT. 

ZIP. 


PHONE  L 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


l 

1 

Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof; 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

x 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  fori  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 

5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


io%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


Classifieds 

ROOMMATES 

L  30's  seeks  same  to  share  beautiful  JP 
home.  Frpl.,  yard,  w/d,  gard.  No  alcohol, 
drugs,  cigs,  or  cats.  Small  dog  ok. 
$285  +  util.  Call  Pat  522-9446 _ (47) 

ROOMMATES 

N  Cambridge:  GM  still  seeking  quiet, 
neat,  indep  semi-veg,  non-smoker  for 
comfy  spacious  2  br:  Ig  veg  gard,  yard. 
$275+  utilities.  Will  consider  reduced 
summer  sublet  for  1  or  both  br’s.  (617) 
876-8021  eves. _ (47) 

Prof  F  31  seeks  same  to  share  fur¬ 
nished  2  br.  $335/month  includes  heat. 
Pool  and  tennis  courts.  Nonsmoker,  no 
pets.  Waltham  near  Brandeis.  Near 
T. +  B&M  train.  Eves  647-9156.  Susan 
available  July  1. _ (47) 

3  women  with  house  in  Newton  Centre 
looking  for  2  people  to  share  home 
coop  food  and  1  cat.  Starts  immediate- 
ly.  Call  969-3793. _ (C) 

WOMEN  WANTED  30  + 

Private  back  yard,  beach,  fresh  water, 
E-Wareham  summer  rental  longer  no 
lease  2  bdrm.  $200  +  util.  Available  July 
1st  or  sooner.  Cal  Dianne  291-0797  (46) 
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L  feminist  with  cats  seeks  non-smoker 
for  Mission  Hill  apt.  near  T.  Huge  kit¬ 
chen,  living  room,  porch,  yard.  Pref.  veg. 
to  share  food  and  some  cooking.  $200  * 
Call  Cindy  734-3599  (46) 


GM  31  sks  GM  for  Savin  Hill  3  bdrm  apt. 
Near  T  and  ocean.  Rent  and  utilities 
about  $215/mo.  Sec.  deposit.  Call  Dan 
3  3  8- 

7037 _ (44) 

FUN  FEMINIST  HOUSEHOLD 

Mixed,  gay/st raight/dyke/black/white 
cooperative  in  South  end  seeks  two 
housemates.  Close  to  T.  Spacious.  Re- 
saonable  rent.  Call  247-0757. _  (46) 


2  LF's  looking  for  friendly,  responsible 
and  independent  woman  to  share 
warm,  supportive,  homey,  3  br  atp.  in 
Somerville  $200+  utilities.  Available 
7/1.  Call  Rachel  623-2711  evenings.  (47) 

HOUSING  SOUGHT 

LEAVING  DC  IN  JULY? 

LF  grad  student  seeks  apt./room  for 
all/part  of  July.  I  can’t  pay  much  rent 
but  will  trade  apt.  in  Phila.,  care  for 
pets/plant,  guard  house.  Any  help  ap¬ 
preciated.  Call  Libby  at  (215)  726-1313 
evenings _ (48) 

L  couple  seeking  1  or  2  bedroom  apt  un¬ 
der  $500  near  public  transporation.  Call 
collect:  401-273-8406. _ (46) 

LF  couple  moving  to  Boston  mid-July 
seeks  1-2  bdrms  in  lesbian  househld  or 
separate  apt.  $400/mo  max.  Semi-veg, 
nonsmkrs.  Write  Sylvan  Rainwater,  PO 
Box  4387,  Portland  OR  97208  or  call 
503/235-7711. _ (46) 

GCN  F  staff  member  looking  for  an  apt. 
or  house  to  share  with  1  or  2  others,  M 
or  F,  pref.  30+  but  let's  talk. 
Camb./Som.(would  consider  JP).  Under 
$200/mo.  Ask  for  Pam  at  426-4469.  (c) 


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

•FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentialitv  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ ) 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE- 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840,  _ 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone  — 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information,  call  (718)625-2653, 
THE  RADCLIFFE  HALL. _ (13/36) 

PROVINCETOWN 

New  2-bedroom  condo,  2  bathrooms, 

beach  access,  decks  all  around, 

available  until  Labor  Day  $800/wk.  (617) 
825-5239.  (Frank) _ (46) 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

PROVINCETOWN  COTTAGE 

2  bdrm  sleeps  4  liv-kit  combo 
2  min  to  private  beach 
avail  May-Sept  July  +  Aug  $400  wk 
Tel  eve  (617)  373-1955  Carole  (46) 


APARTMENTS 


3L  looking  for  a  fourth  to  join  us  in  our 
beautiful  newly  renovated  4  br.  apt. 
with  river  view  in  Waltham.  Have  3  cats, 

1  dog.  Smoker  &  Vegetarian.  $187.50 

plus  utilities.  Call  894-8363. _ 0 

ROOMMATE  —  HYDE  PARK  PROF 
Looking  to  share  large,  sunny  7  room 
newly  recond.  apt.  incl.  lots  of  nat'l 
wood,  2  brdrms,  sun  por.,  pantry,  mod 
kitchen  &  bath,  acre  lot  with  garden 
space  and  parking.  Over  30  &  car  & 
references.  $275.  month  all  utilities 
Alan  (D)  437-4895  (N)  361-7155 _ 0 

LF  33  seeks  LF  fr  7  room  house  near  T 

in  integrated  nbhd  of  Dorchester.  Yd., 
washer.  Must  be  neat  $230  +  .  Call 
265-7860  _ _ _ (c) 

HYANNIS  AREA  —  CAPE  COD 

2  L  seek  3rd  to  share  3  bdroom  house 

-10  minutes  to  town.  Close  to  bar  and 
beaches.  $210+  for  summer  only  or 
$170+  year  round.  Call  428-8151  — 
keep  trying! _  _ _ (46) 

CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  ,  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at  923-0082 
at  any  hour.  (c) 

L  seeks  two  others  for  Camb.  sublet, 
July  1-Sept.  1.  Between  Inman  and  Har¬ 
vard  .sunny,  yard,  washer,  no  pets,  no 
smoking.  $175/month.  Call  Stephanie 
at  426-4469.  (c) 


Dorchester,  Jones  Hill  efficiency, 
heated,  includes  everything.  View  sun- 
deck,  trees,  parking,  lesbian  house. 
436-2583,  not  after  9pm.  (49) 

Brand  new  Townhouse.  2  bedroom,  1  Vi 
baths,  sliders  to  deck,  huge  yard.  Ex- 
el lent  Roslindale  location.  $750.  No  fee. 
933-2749  afternoons. _ (46) 

Dorchester:  6  rm  2  bdrm  owner  oc¬ 
cupied  3  family  home,  1st  floor  recently 
full  renovated,  new  furnace,  kitchen, 
bath.  $400/month.  No  utilities.  282-1196 
eves/wk. _ (48) 

Boston-Somerville  line-2  bright,  sunny 
and  large  rooms,  hdwd  fl.  1  block  from 
T.  6  min.  dwtn,  kit.  priv.  call  666-5299 
after  6pm.  $80/wk.  Avail  6/1 _ (46) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  bedroom  apt.  off  South  Street.  Near  T. 
Women-owned  and  occupied.  Not  fan¬ 
cy,  but  nice,  sunny  with  yard.  Kids  and 
pets  ok.  $500  unheated,  1st  and  last  re¬ 
quired.  524-7598  between  7-8  am  or 
10-11  pm. _ (46) 


FOR  RENT 


Sunny  healing/bodywork  space 
available  daytimes.  Davis  Square  T. 
Women  only.  July  1.  Call  Nancy 
623-5283. _ (47) 


RESORTS 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Unique  all-woman  country  space. 
Beautiful  post  and  beam  farmhouse, 
cozy  and  clean.  Gourmet  veg.  cooking, 
home-made  breads,  cheese  and  yogurt. 
Baby  horse,  goats  and  ducklings.  From 
skiing  to  skinny  dipping,  we’re  open 
year  round.  3Vi  hrs.  from  Boston.  (802) 
533-7772 _ 

CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St,  P’town  MA 
0  2  6  5  7 


ORGANIZATIONS 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professsional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact 
Equity  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole  Lan- 
nigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester, 
Ed.D. _ _ (?) 


N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.  13,  no.22) 


NASHUA  AREA  GAYS  meet  on  Mon¬ 
days  at  8:00  pm.  For  info  write  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  PO  Box  885,  Nashua,  NH 
03060. _ J) 

SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  kinship  International, 
Inc.,  since  1976,  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists,  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90078. 
213-876-2076. _ (49) 


“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  &  David  will 
slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to  come.  All 
because  you’re  too  scared  to  protect 
them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stamps  64  page 
newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp.  “REALI¬ 
TY  INC.,"  PO  Box  73,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653. _ _ 0 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap  Chr.  Raps  evry 
Tues,  Thurs  8pm.  Special  raps  for  35  + ; 
parents;  yngr  wmn;  baby  bmrs;  singles; 
coming-out;  issues  forum.  All  8pm. 
Mnthly  events,  outing  club,  library.  Info: 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate; _ p 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


Call  Tony,  497-8282. 


(13/32) 


PROVINCETOWN  WATERFRONT 
APARTMENTS 

Furn.  apts.  in  quiet  West  End — ideal  for 
lovers— by  week,  month,  now  through 
June  and  after  Labor  Day.  Telephone: 
(617)  487-2771  or  262-7396  rates:  from 
$360/wk  w/discounts.  Ref.  required.  (47) 


HAD  ENOUGH 

religious  homophobia? 


WE  ARE 

Gay  And  Lesbian  Atheists 

Write  to  GALA  for  information  and  a 
free  copy  of  the  GALA  REVIEW,  P.O. 
Box  14142,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


GaY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
'amb,  MA  02238. 


$$HORT  JSTORY 

Mary  had  a  little  store. 

Louise  had  one  as  well. 

They  each  took  out  a  classified, 
And  now  their  coffers  swell. 

Try  a  GCN  Classified. 

Our  Ads  get  results!!! _ 


BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Explore  Newport  but  let  us  harbor  you 
with  warm  +  friendly  service,  romantic 
Victorian  decor,  fresh  flowers,  cont. 
brkft.  (401)849-7645.  (13/1) 


YOU  HATED  OUR 
ADSm 

WAIT  TILL  YOU 
READ  OUR 
MAGAZINE. 

MANSCAPE. 

THE  MAGAZINE 

THAT'S  NOT  AFRAID 
TO  CONFRONT  GAY 

SEX. 

SAMPLE  COPY  $3 

Manscape 

P.O.  Box  1314, 
Teaneck.  NI  07666. 


iHiiiiiiiiMiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiimmnnuii 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  ANO  OUT  Oil 
(PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
[(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  arj 
inarchlsp. 

m 


[Fun  loving,  Italian,  gentle  andl 
(understanding;  I  love  the  outdoors,! 
Itv,  and  new  wave  music.  Looking  fori 
Ifriends;  sorry  I  can’t  write  other! 
I  prisoners.  I’m  not  butch  or  dyke,  more  | 
Ion  the  fern  side.  21  yrs  and  ‘cute’. 
[Looking  for  friends.  Tammy  J.  PON- 
I  CIA,  Drawer  A,  Ft  Leavenworth  KS| 
66027. _ 

24  yr  old  butch  would  like  to  write  I 
some  sexy,  loveable,  broads  and  gay  I 
males.  Can’t  write  to  prisoners.  Marie! 
CHEATLEY,  082256,  Box  A,  Oakdale | 
IA  52319. 


TV-TS  info  on  support  groups  from:  Sex 
I  Information  and  Education  Council  of 
the  US,  Alt.  Ms.  Rita  Cotterly,  Asst  Lib., 
80  Fifth  Ave  Suite  801-2,  NYC  1001 1 . 


BIT 

PtVfCTY 


[I’m  24  sexy  and  gay  and  would  like  to 
near  from  gay  men  and  female  imper¬ 
sonators  and  lesbians  of  any  race.  I’m 
very  understanding  and  open-minded 
land  for  real  with  my  life,  but  at  this 
Itime  lonely  and  blue  and  need  to  hear 
[from  someone.  David  LITTON,  40143, 
|Box  900  (2A-153),  Jefferson  City  MO 
165102. _ 

jLonely,  attractive  Indian  male 

I  prisoner  interested  in  corresponding 
I  with  TVs,  TSs,  Pre-op  males  that  are 
]  lonely  and  in  need  of  love  support  and 
[companionship  that  you  are  missing. 
1  I’m  25,  long  black  hair,  30’’  waist,  21" 
[arms,  and  well  hung.  Send  photo  and 
[reply  to:  Larry  BYRD,  PO  Box  746, 
Troy  NC  27371. _ 

J  Lost  and  lonely  Queen,  31 ,  eligible  for 

[release  1/86.  Desperately  in  need  of 
[moral  support  and  concern  from 
| sincere  gays.  Please  no  head  games. 

I’m  searching  for  that  special  one  and 
I  some  friends  who  are  understanding. 
[Photo  a  must!  Robert  (Bunny)  BAR¬ 
RETT,  76C  197,  PO  Box  149,  NY  14011, 

[Black  gay,  26,  locked  up  7  years, 
[could  have  been  out  but  fighting  the 
[system,  now  serving  50  years  without 
[parole.  Presently  in  segregation  for 
[participating  in  gay  activities.  Need  a 
|  real  gay  friend  on  the  outside  who  will 
I  stick  by  me.  John  (’’Boojack”) 
|  ROYAL,  117208,  State  Farm,  VA  23160 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

AM  t 


Those  interested  in  establishing  a 
network  of  confined  lesbian  and  gay 
prisoners  with  progressive  politics,  l 
would  like  to  hear  from  you. 
Anyone  can  write  (inside  or  out).  If 
the  outside  gay  community  can’t 
help  us,  we'll  have  to  help  ourselves. 
Herbert  Darrell  Hay,  263672,  PO 
Box  38  Goree  Unit,  Huntsville  TX 
77344. 

r 


Leo,  would  like  to  have  both  gay  | 
males  and  females  to  write  to,  esp.  in 
the  New  England  states  where  I  hope  I 
to  go  when  I  get  out.  I  prefer  older 
men,  country  music,  folk  dancing, 
disco,  photography.  I’m  100  percent 
disabled.  I’m  kind  and  understanding 
and  planning  to  become  a  counselor. 
Mike  HARDIN,  363300,  Ellis  II 
(E2-311),  Huntsville  TX  77343, _ 

|  Thanks  for  sending  GCN  and  running 

j  an  ad  for  me.  If  you  have  a  chance  I’d 
also  like  to  hear  from  the  other  half  of 
our  community,  some  lesbian  or  bi¬ 
women.  I  think  it’s  important  that  all 
gay  people  of  either  sex  com¬ 
municate  and  share  in  our  common 
interests  and  I’d  love  to  hear  from  any 
women  that  would  care  to  write. 
Thank  you.  Tim  WALTHALL,  B95732, 
Box  600,  Tracy  CA  95376. _ 

Black,  Jamaican  gay  male  interested 
in  correspondence  with  individuals 
who  are  honest  and  have  a  sense  of 
humor.  I’m  a  writer,  dancer,  and 
singer.  DeLanco  KCAY,  84A2572,  135 

|  State  St,  Auburn  NY  13024. _ 

I’m  24,  nice  looking,  love  sex,  sports, 

I  dancing,  but  seeking  a  one  on  one 
relationship.  Please  send  one  of  your 

|  Jailhouse  Lawyers  Manuals.  Thanks! 
Perry  BRADSHAW,  PO  Box  137, 
Tillery  NC  27887. _ 

Blond  and  blue,  olive  skin,  clean  cut, 
versatile,  well  built,  seeks  sincere 
good  looking,  well  built  person  for  the 
"quality”  in  life.  Love  to  travel,  music. 
Photo  a  must.  Aggressives  only 
please.  Michael  STOTTS,  17829-034, 
Bastrop  TX  78602. 


As  a  result  of  getting  beat  up  badly| 
I’ve  become  “incontinent”  (have  no 
control  over  urinary/evacuatior 
system  and  need  to  wear  adult) 
“diapers”,  which  cost  much  money 
|  and  they  won’t  supply  them  here).| 
Does  anybody  know  anything  or( 

|  anybody  that  could  be  helpful  in  thisl 
situation?  I’m  a  young  member  off 
NAMBLA  who  has  sex  with  both  boysl 
and  men.  William  P.  LACEY,  206637, | 
Box  A,  Oakdale  IA  523 19. 


HELP!!!  BOOKS!!! 

|  Please  consider  sending  or  dropping 
[by  GCN  (167  Tremont,  Boston  02111; 
Ion  the  Common)  your  already  read 
|  gay  books  (fiction  or  nonfiction). 
|  Prisoners  really  do  get  a  lot  out  of 
|  them  and  we’ll  be  glad  to  send  them 
jin.  Thanks.  (We  won’t  refuse 
[donations  for  postage;  but  will  be 
[glad  to  get  just  books!) _ 

[Attention  Please.  Young  black  gay 
age  23  seeking  correspondence  with 
j  someone  who’s  realistic,  loveable, 
|  single,  looking  for  a  one  on  one  rela- 
[  tionship;  dark  brown  bedroom  eyes. 
Coming  up  for  parole  and  have  to 
relocate  to  another  state  (than  Ohio) 
and  “family"  won’t  accept  a  ’gay’  son 
in  their  home,  so  I’m  seeking  friends. 
Frederick  Paul  LUCKETT,  156-525,  PO 
Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 


June  1 

to 

June  16 

1  Saturday 

Salem  —  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus.  Old 

Town  Hall.  7PM  social  hour,  8PM  concert. 
$7.  Reservations:  639-1398. 

Cambridge  —  "Difference:  On  Representa¬ 
tion  and  Sexuality,’’  a  photography  and 
video  exhibit.  MIT  Reference  Gallery,  List 
Visual  Arts  Center,  20  Ames  St.  Info- 
253-4400. 

Boston  —  The  New  Ehrlich  Theatre  presents 
“Slag"  by  David  Hare.  539  Tremont  St., 
Boston  Center  for  the  Arts.  8PM  Wed. -Sat.  & 
Sun.  afternoons  until  June  29.  $6.  Info: 
482-6316. 


2  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Softball  just-for- 
fun.  Magazine  Field,  on  Memorial  Drive. 
4-6PM.  $1  donation.  (Every  Sunday)  Info: 
D.O.B.,  661-3633. 

3  monday 

Boston  —  Black  Rose  Radio  AIDS  politics 
program  with  John  Beldekas  and  Cindy  Pat¬ 
ton.  5PM.  WMBR  88.1  FM.  (Also  6/10)  In¬ 
fo:  497-0647. 


4  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  New  coming  out  support 
group  for  women.  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  7:30PM-9:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Scott  Madsen,  author  of  Peak 
Condition,  book-signing  party.  Glad  Day 
Bookshop,  43  Winter  St.,  2nd  floor,  Down¬ 
town  Crossing.  Info:  542-0144. 

Cambridge  —  Crisis  Intervention  presenta¬ 
tion  by  the  Samaritans.  Daughters  of  Bilitis, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1 .  All  women  welcome.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston  —  StreetSAFE,  the  Fenway’s  com¬ 
munity  crime  prevention  program,  training 
for  volunteers.  236  Huntington  Ave. 
7-10PM.  Info:  262-0060. 

Boston  —  Studio  Red  Top  “Jazz  Women  in 
Concert."  New  England  Life  Hall,  225 
Clarendon  St.  8PM.  $6-10.  Info:  266-7262. 

Boston  —  Claudia  Wellington  &  David  Sparr, 
jazz  performers.  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus 
Ave.,  corner  of  Berkeley  &  Columbus. 
9PM-12:30AM.  $5.  Info:  536-0966. 


Cambridge  —  Nicaraguan  brigades  informa¬ 
tional  meeting.  CASA,  1151  Mass  Ave. 
7PM.  Info:  492-8699. 


Scott  Madsen,  June  4 


5  Wednesday 

Boston  —  AIDS  Update,  presented  by  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  Morville  House,  100  Nor¬ 
way  St.  (at  Edgerly  Rd.),  near  Aud.  T  stop. 
7-9PM.  Info:  536-7733. 


Cambridge  —  GCN  benefit  film  showing: 

Drifting  and  Each  Other.  Orson  Welles 
Cinema,  1001  Mass  Ave.  8  &  9:45PM.  $7 
for  both  films.  $5  for  one  (more  if/less  if). 
Info:  868-3600. 

Dorchester  —  Nicaraguan  brigades  informa¬ 
tional  meeting.  12Adanac  Ter.,  nr.  Ashmont 
Sta.  7PM.  Info:  492-8699. 

6  thursday 

Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
you've  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 

would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow’s  news  today. 


Sarah  Schulman,  June  6 


Cambridge  —  Sarah  Schulman,  author  of 
The  Sophie  Horowitz  Story,  reads  from  her 
work.  New  Words,  186  Hampshire  St. 
7:30PM.  Info:  876-5310. 

Boston  —  Eric  Rofes  and  Meryl  Friedman,, 
gay  teachers  and  the  Moral  Majority.  “Peo¬ 
ple  Are  Talking,"  Channel  4  TV.  12:30 
-1:30PM. 

Cambridge  —  “Living  Together,  Part  2,”  a 
discussion  with  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church. 
All  women  welcome.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  running 
club  for  lesbians.  6:30PM.  (Every  Thursday 
&  Sundays  at  10AM)  Info:  Jean,  277-8150. 


7  friday 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont  Street,  5th 
Floor  (near  Boylston  and  Park  Street  “T” 
stops).  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us  on  the 
GCN  intercom  located  outside  the  front  door. 

Boston  —  Mobius  Performing  Group  inter¬ 
media  performances  including  “Incorrect 
Forms  of  Love."  354  Congress  St.  8PM. 
(Also  Saturday)  $6,  $4  for  students.  Info: 
542-7416. 

8  Saturday 

Boston  —  BAGLY’s  5th  Annual  Prom  for  les¬ 
bian  &  gay  youth  (age  22  and  under).  Ap¬ 
palachian  Mt.  Club,  8  Joy  St.,  Beacon  Hill. 
8PM.  Dress  to  impress.  Info:  497-8282. 

Boston  —  Dance  presented  by  “A  Colored 
Girls  Production."  Boston  YWCA.  9PM.  $3, 
proceeds  to  benefit  women  going  to  Kenya. 
All  women  and  their  friends  welcome. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Singles  meeting. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  “Batacada  Belles,”  a 
women’s  percussion  marching  band  re¬ 
hearsal  for  Gay  &  Lesbian  Pride.  Magazine 
Beach.  10:30AM.  No  experience  necessary. 
$1  donation.  Info:  776-6699. 


Brighton  —  Boston  NOW  picket  of  Catholic 
Archbishop  headquarters  in  support  of 
reproductive  rights.  10:30-1 1:30AM.  Rally 
at  Rodger’s  Park,  noon.  Info:  661-6015. 

Cambridge  —  “Haiti:  Pearl  or  Prison  of  the 

Antilles?"  sponsored  by  Amnesty  Interna¬ 
tional.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  Har¬ 
vard  Square.  7PM.  $3.  Info:  547-9295. 

9  Sunday 

Boston  —  Fundraising  Brunch  for  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Counseling  Services.  Downtown 
Cafe.  Seatings  at  11:30AM  &  1:30PM.  $25. 
Info:  Clay,  542-5188. 

Cambridge  —  Opening  Reception  for 
"Miniatures  of  Genady  &  Tatyana 
Mamonova.”  Rising  Phoenix  Gallery,  244 
Columbia  St.,  Central  Sq.  1-4PM.  Exhibit 
open  through  June.  Info:  492-7522. 

New  Hampshire  —  All-day  hike  up  Sand- 
wick  Mt.  with  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Medium 
difficult.  Info:  Michael,  522-9194. 

10  monday 

Boston  —  "Silent  Pioneers,"  a  portrait  of 
eight  gay  and  lesbian  elders.  Channel  2, 
WGBH-TV.  10:30PM. 

11  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Coming-Out  Rap.  Daughters 
of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  All  women 
welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 


13  thursday 

Boston  —  “The  AIDS  Show,"  spicey  agit¬ 
prop  revue  from  California,  to  benefit  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  Little  Theater,  261  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  8PM.  Champagne  Opening  Night, 
$25.  Info:  536-7733. 


14  friday 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Erev  Pride  Liberation 
Seder.  Hill  House,  Joy  St.,  Beacon  Hill. 
8PM.  Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Coffeehouse:  a 

celebration  of  women’s  music  in  honor  of 
Lesbian  Pride.  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church. 
8-1 1PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  British  gay  punk  band  The  Smiths. 
The  Opera  House,  539  Washington  St. 
$14-15.  Info:  426-3888. 

Boston  -  “The  AIDS  Show."  $12.50.  See 
13th  for  details. 

15  Saturday  . 

Boston  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride!  Take  off 
from  Copley  Square  at  noon.  Info:  889-4777 
or  236-1641. 

Cambridge  —  Second  Annual  Gay  Rites  pro¬ 
gram,  sponsored  by  the  Greater  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  &  Gay  Interfaith  Coalition.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
Childcare  available.  ASL  interpreted. 
7:30PM.  Info:  497-8293. 

Boston  -  “The  AIDS  Show.”  $12.50.  See 
13th  for  details. 

Cambridge  —  Amethyst  Women  Dance  for 
Pride.  11  Garden  St.,  First  Congregational 
Church.  9PM.  $4  more  if/less  if.  Childcare 
available,  wheelchair  accessible.  Alcohol-  & 
drug-free  space. 

Boston  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Parade 
cablecast.  BNN  TV,  Channel  A3.  6-8PM. 
Show  will  be  repeated  on  Thursday,  June 
27,  from  6-8PM. 

16  Sunday 

Waltham  —  Beginners’  Canoe  Outing  for 
women.  10AM.  $10.  Sponsored  by  Wild 
Women  of  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Info:  Mimi, 
924-1543. 

Boston  —  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  Gay 

Pride  concert,  “Come  On,  Get  Happy."  Jor¬ 
dan  Hall,  N.E.  Conservatory.  8PM.  $10,  8  & 
6.  Sign  language  interpreted.  Info:  536-2412. 


Notes 


australian  women’s  work 

For  Love  or  Money,  a  women-made 
documentary  about  the  history  of 
women  and  work  in  Australia,  features 
crisp  editing,  an  unobtrusive  yet  in¬ 
teresting  soundtrack,  and  creative  use 
of  short  narrative  reenactments,  still 
shots,  old  and  recent  clips  from  film 
and  TV.  The  collage  effect  eventually 
wears  thin  —  109  minutes  is  a  long  time 
not  to  settle  into  anything,  especially 
when  the  subject  matter  is  two  hundred 
years  of  history  in  a  somewhat 
unknown  culture,  as  it  will  be  for  U.S. 
audiences.  My  tendency  was  to  flesh 
out  the  film’s  sketchiness  by  drawing 
parallels  with  U.S.  history,  a  compare- 
and-contrast  which  was  interesting,  if 
ethnocentric.  Clips  of  media  propagan¬ 
da  designed  to  get  women  out  of  the 
house  during  war-time  and  back  into 
the  house  afterwards  had  a  very 
familiar  ring  to  them.  The  various  Red 
Scares  and  depressions,  and  the  om¬ 
nipresent  sexual  violence  toward 
working-poor  women  and  genocidal 
treatment  of  aboriginal  people,  also  felt 
“just  like  home.” 

Though  more  academic  than  activist 
in  tone,  the  film  is  suffused  with  a 
perspective  on  women,  work,  and 
social  change  which  tries  to  deal 
simultaneously  with  issues  of  sex, 
class,  and  race.  Ultimately,  the  film¬ 
makers’  attempt  to  tie  together  the 
parallel,  intertwined  yet  disparate 
evolutions  of  white  working  women, 
white  middle-class  women  and  poor 
aboriginal  women  falls  short,  even  as 
the  narration  keeps  trying  to  force  the 
issue  by  the  use  of  “we”  for  all  women. 
Still,  this  film  is  an  informative  look  at 
Australian  women  and  a  step  forward 
for  socialist-feminist  theory  and 
feminist  film. 

—  Pam  Mitchell 


dykes’  shorts 

On  Saturday,  May  25,  the  Boston 
Film  and  Video  Foundation  presented 
nine  short  films  by  lesbian  filmmaker 
Barbara  Hammer.  Hammer  herself  was 
there  to  introduce  the  films  and  to  lead 
a  discussion  afterwards.  The  first  half, 
four  of  her  earlier  works,  concentrated 
more  on  the  body  and  on  the  persona. 
Menses,  the  first  film,  seems  part  com¬ 
ic,  part  celebratory,  with  young  women 
buying  cartsful  of  sanitary  products 
and,  naked,  bleeding  on  a  hillside.  Dou¬ 
ble  Strength,  according  to  Hammer,  is 
about  the  stages  in  many  lesbian  rela¬ 
tionships.  I  was  glad  for  the  explana¬ 
tion,  for  the  film  itself  was  a  bit  incom¬ 
prehensible.  Synch  Touch,  a  study  of 
“lesbian  aesthetics,”  was  also  slightly 
hard  to  grasp  but  thought-provoking 
and  fun  to  watch  —  giant  crayons  col¬ 
oring  in  the  film  and  very  tactile  close- 
ups  of  women’s  skin.  Our  Trip,  about  a 
women’s  backpacking  trip  to  Peru, 
features  cut-outs,  coloring  in  of  the 
film,  and  words  printed  on  the  film 
which  give  it  a  lively  scrapbook  feel. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  program, 
Hammer  moved  away  from  the  body  to 
the  outdoors.  Arequipa,  a  silent  series 
of  images  from  southern  Peru,  is 
beautiful,  evocative  and  perhaps  a  trifle 
too  long.  Pools  shows  an  exquisite 
mosaic  of  pools.  The  painting-in  pro¬ 
cess  seems  a  bit  jarring  when  it  occurs 
here.  Pond  and  Waterfall  is  shot  from 
the  point  of  view  of  an  amphibious 
creature:  we  see  both  below  and  above 
the  water  surface.  It’s  a  very  lovely  work 
—  the  coloring-in  process  works  splen¬ 
didly  here  —  but  again,  I  felt,  too  long. 
At  the  end  of  this  slow-moving,  silent 
journey,  I  felt  quite  waterlogged. 

Hammer’s  films  are  interesting  and 
her  engaging  discussions  of  them 
made  for  a  provocative  evening. 

—  Sally  Jordan 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 

COMMUNITY  NEWS 


FRI/SAT  BLACK  LIZARD  1 :00, 4:30, 8:00 

June  7,  8  CORRUPT  (Boston  Premiere)  2:45,  6:15,  9:45 


SUN/MON/TUE  SCRUBBERS  1:15,  4:35, 8:00 

June  9,  10,  11  SCUM  (Boston  Premiere)  2:55,  6:15,  9:45 


WED/THURS  ANOTHER  COUNTRY  1:15,4:35,8:00 

June  12,  13  PRIVATES  ON  PARADE  2:55,  6:15,  9:45 


fri/sat  BURGER  QUEENS  OF  BERLIN 

June  14,  15  (Boston  Premiere)  1:15,  4:35,  8:00 

TAXI  ZUM  KLO  2:55,  6:15.  9:45 


SUN/MON/TUE  ABUSE  (Boston  Premiere)  complete  shows 

June  16,  17,  18  CHOOSING  CHILDREN  2:30,  5:00,  7:30,  9:55 
WED/THURS  THE  CLINIC  1:00,4:25,7:55 

June  19, 20  TRASH  2:40, 6:05, 9:40 


fri/sat  SALO:  120  Days  of  Sodom  complete  shows 

June  21, 22  LOADS  (Boston  Premiere)  3:00,6:00,9:00 


OPENING-NIGHT  PROCEEDS  BENEFIT  GCN/ 
WED/THURS  DRIFTING  (Boston  Premiere)  4.30, 8:00 

June  5, 6  EACH  OTHER  2:45, 6:00, 9:45 


SUN/MON/TUE  MAEDCHEN  IN  UNIFORM  3:50,  7:55 

June  23,  24,  25  THE  WOMEN  1  ;30,  5:30,  9:35 

WED/THURS  TIMES  OF  HARVEY  MILK  1:00,  5:00,  8:00 

June  26, 27  BURROUGHS  3:30, 6:30, 9:40 


The  New  England  Gay 

and  Lesbian  Film 
Festival 

Orson  Welles  Cinema  1001  Massachusetts  Avenue  Cambridge  868-3600 


June  5  8:00  &  9:45  shows 
only 

New  England  premiere  to 
benefit  Gay  Community 
News. 

Tickets:  $7  for  both  films; 
$5  second  show  only  (mon 
if/less  if)  available  at  the 
door. 
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